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Turkish police battle protesters 

ANKARA (R) —Turkish riot police broke up a rally in the capital 
Ankara or Tuesday, freely using batons, water cannon and dogs to 
beat back crowds enraged after Istanbul riots in which at least 23 
people died. Armoured cats chased demonstrators down Ankara's 
Ataturk boulevard to Kiziiay Square, sending protesters including 
many women fleeing down side streets. The Ankara incidents 
i followed two days of rioting in a district of Istanbul inhabited by 
members of the minority Alawite Muslim community, who oppose 
! a recent upsurge in religious fundamentalism (see page 2). The 
Gazi neighbourhood erupted in riots on Sunday night after an 
attack by gunmen on Alawite coffeehouses, killing one patron. 
The gunmen killed the driver of the taxi they seized for the raid. 
The Ankara tally was called to protest against the as well as 
the death and destruction that followed. Clashes broke out when 
police stopped protesters from marching on the parliament 
budding. The demonstrators, armed with sticks and stones, tried 
to storm the police barricade. In the fighting that ensued the 
injured, many with head wounds, tried to escape from the melee 
or sat helplessly on the sidewalk. 
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King, Major discuss peace 
process, bilateral relations 

Crown Prince says Jordan seeks to institutionalise 
peace, calls for free trade zone from Atlantic to Gulf 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein and British 
Prime Minister John Major 
on Tuesday held talks on 
Jordanian-British relations, 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and the European and 
British role in advancing the 
four-year-old Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

The talks were held shortly 
after Mr. Major's arrival here 
on a short visit widely seen as 
a reflection of the strong rela- 
tions between the United 
Kingdom and Jordan. 

Mr. Major, who arrived 
here after visiting Israel and 
the Palestinian territories, 
was expected to brief King 
Hussein on the talks he held 
■with Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders. 

Also expected to be re- 
viewed was the situation of 
Iraq in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis and the conflict in for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan also held talks 
with Mr. Major and a delega- 
tion accompanying him that 
includes chief executives of 
.several major British com- 
panies. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
briefed the delegation on Jor- 
dan’s vision of regional de- 
velopment and cooperation 
with Europe, particularly the 
United Kingdom. 

The Crown Prince called 
for a free trade zone from the 


Atlantic to the Gulf, an area 
that includes 370 million peo- 
ple with a combined gross 
domestic product of $1 tril- 
lion. 

Underlining the import- 
ance of peace-building and 
the role Europe could play in 
it, the Crown Prince said: 
■‘'For peace-building to suc- 
ceed, it must be institutional- 
ised. and this surely will help 
achieve the trilateral part- 
nerships between govern- 
ments, international business 
and finance institutions." 

“Jordan is working syste- 
matically to evolve the ex- 
isting architecture, of the 
peace process into peace in- 
stitutions he said. 

“Although the mass of 
population has led to imba- 
lances. the total population 
of 11 million in the core area 
— Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories — rep- 
resents too small a market in 
today's globalised world,” he 
noted. “A free trade area ... 
eventually a common market 
from the Atlantic to the Gulf 
... represents a total popula- 
tion of about 250 million peo- 
ple. Including Turkey and 
Iran the market size will in- 
crease to 370 million with a 
combined GDP approaching 
$1 trillion.” 

Mr. Major said the British 
government “strongly sup- 
ports the moves to encourage 
regional economic integra- 
tion and cooperation, and we 
are absolutely sure that this is 
the right way...” 


“We think it is right from 
the point of view of foe coun- 
tries and we actually think it 
is right from the point of view 
of creating the right sort of 
market to encourage foe in- 
vestment that is necessary.” 

The British prime minister, 
paying his first visit to Jor- 
dan, also underlined the need 
to “encourage private sector 
involvement in the region...” 

The Crown Prince said ear- 
lier that Jordanian-European 
and Jordanian-British coop- 
eration could be a good start- 
ing point for regional econo- 
mic integration. 

He also spoke about the 
proposed Middle East de- 
velopment bank which is ex- 
pected to be announced at 
foe Amman economic sum- 
mit scheduled to be held in 
October. The proposed in- 
stitution, he said, should 
work on filling gaps in de- 
velopment and reduce the 
economic disparities among 
foe region's countries and 
peoples through joint pro- 
jects that serve foe cause of 
peace. 

Noting that Jordan and foe 
European Union would start 
talks this year on an agree- 
ment that would give the 
Kingdom 10 years to adopt 
international standards, foe 
Crown Prince said this war- 
ranted the establishment of 
training centres and develop- 
ing Jordanian manpower. He 
referred to ideas to establish 
free trade zones to attract 
investment to Jordan. 


mg on u 
leader's visit. Foreign Minis- 


Princess Basma optimistic despite 
non-binding Copenhagen resolutions 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — While no bind- 
ing resolutions were taken at 
foe United Nations summit 
on world development that 
concluded last week in 
Copenhagen, Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma is 
optimistic about the future. 

“It does not help to be 
negative. We should try to do 
our best and fulfill our roles 
individually and nationally,” 
said foe Princess, who re- 
turned home Saturday from 
foe summit in foe Danish 
capital. “It is part of a pro- 
cess that takes time to 
evolve." 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Tuesday, Prin- 
cess Basma underlined the 
importance of these confer- 
ences and their role in raising 
awareness and highlighting 
pressing issues such as pover- 
ty and unemployment. Most 
important of aU, she said, is 
that issues that hamper de- 
velopment and threaten sta- 
bility, have been highlighted 
and discussed. 

“But the benefits are in- 


direct and foe results are 
long-term,” she said. “It is up 
to the countries themselves to 
keep up the momentum.” 

Princess Basma, chairper- 
son of foe Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF), attended the interna- 
tional conference in her 
capacity as a representative 
of international Non- 
Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) and as a United Na- 
tions Development Fund 
(UNDP) human develop- 
ment ambassador. 

According to Princess Bas- 
ma. enormous efforts and 
pressures should be exerted 
on foe national and interna- 
tional levels to achieve social 
justice and social develop- 
ment. NGO’s have a leading 
role to play. 

“NGO's have a very effec- 
tive role in mobilising public 
opinion,” she said. “In Jor- 
dan, NGO’s role is changing 
and ameliorating.” 

But the Princess empha- 
sised that eliminating poverty 
and unemployment should be 
accompanied by efforts to 


build peace and social justice. 

“To eradicate poverty, we 
will need to reconsider our 
traditional concepts of peace, 
security and stability. We 
need a commitment to reduce 
and halt investment in aims 
(and) to divert (that) to in- 
vestment in people,” Princess 
Basma said. “Social develop- 
ment has a direct relationship 
with peace,” she said. 

There are an estimated 1 .3 
billion people living in pover- 
ty around the world, fin Jor- 
dan, 21 per cent of the 
population live under the line 
of poverty, according to sta- 
tistics released by the minis- 
try of planning in 1993. 

Princess Basma also spoke 
on women’s role and their 
role in alleviating problems 
of poverty and unemploy- 
ment. Although she said 
there was no discrimination 
against women in Jordan, she 
pointed out that there were 
various legislations pertain- 
ing to the status of women 
that need to be rectified. 

“There is lots of suppori 
from foe government and the 
parliament to improve the 



status of women in the Jorda- 
nian laws and legislations,” 
the Princess said. “We are 
making good headway, but 
changing attitudes needs 
time.” 

Pricess Basma, president 
of the Jordanian National 
committee for women, will 
head Jordan’s official delega- 
tion to foe conference on 
women that will be held in 
Beijing in September. 

The U.N. summit for social 
development drew 118 heads 
of state and government and 
representatives from 184 
countries in the largest 
gathering of world leaders in 
history. The conference, 
which ended Sunday, mainly 
aimed at adopting a plan of 
action to eradicate poverty. 


Iraq bitter over sanction renewal 


iWl'f * 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
A senior Iraqi official on 
Tuesday slammed the U.N. 
Security Council for its 
‘‘arbitrary" renewal of trade 
sanctions imposed on Bagh- 
dad since its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Abdul Razzaq A1 Hashimi, 
director of the foreign rela- 
tions bureau of the ruling 
3aatb Party, also called on 
-ranee to do more to have 
iie sanctions lifted if it was 
teen to improve ties with 
.iaa. 

. “They (council members) 

. should go about these resolu- 
Jpns without being arbitrary 
flwn applying them,” Mr. 
sashimi told Reuters. 

The council, in its periodic 
eriew on Monday, left the 
.■auctions intact with no mem- 
ber advocating an easing of 
: he bans. 

*, But both France and Rus- 
. ■« said they would follow the 


letter of a 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire resolution which 
calls for easing oil sanctions 
when Iraq has accounted for 
all its weapons of mass des- 
truction and a system of on- 
going monitoring is fully op- 
erative. 

“What is needed is that 
France should take some se- 
rious steps to have relations 
back to normal while the 
embargo is on,” said Mr. 
Hashimi, who was Iraq's 
ambassador to France until 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait. 

He promised Paris "dis- 
tinguished relations” in the 
future if it helped in lifting 
the embargo. 

“As soon as we receive a 
positive confirmation from 
the special commission that 
the conditions have been 
met, it would be time to 
present a resolution” to lift 
the embargo, Russia’s U.N. 


ambassador Sergei Lavrov 
said. 

But foe U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations. 
Madeleine Albright, said that 
the United States would con- 
tinue to take a hard line. 

“Only when (Iraq) chooses 
full compliance by action 
should the council consider 
modifying sanctions,” she 
said. 

An Iraqi deputy, Abdul 
Kerim Jihad, said that 
although the U.N.'s derision 
was "expected, it was further 
proof of the U.S. hegemony 
within the Security Council.” 

“Keeping up foe embargo 
shows the lack of respect by 
the Security Council, control- 
led by Washington, for hu- 
man rights, despite Bagh- 
dad’s application of all U.N. 
resolutions.” he added. 

The current president of 
foe council, Li Zhaoxing of 


China, said the sanctions 
were renewed Monday be- 
cause Baghdad has not yet 
fully complied with all the 
U.N. resolutions. 

Shafik A1 Samari, head of 
the political science faculty at 
Baghdad University, said: 
“Washington is determined 
to maintain the sanctions 
against Baghdad and its goals 
bear no relation to the legal 
aspects of U.N. Resolution 
687” on arms elimination. 

A professor at Saddam 
University, Qais Mohamed 
Nuri, also said Monday's 
U.N. derision had been no 
surprise. 

He said that U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christ- 
opher’s current swing 
through foe Middle East had 
been designed to “persuade 
the international community 
that the U.S. position is well- 
founded." 



These ideas and proposals 
are expected to be discussed 
■ in detail at the Amman sum- 
mit. 

The Crown Prince's meet- 
ing with Mr. Major and the 
delegation was attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, His Royal High- 
ness Prince Talal, foe Crown 
Prince's advisor Mohammad 
Saqqaf, Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb, 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and the British 
ambassador in Amman and 
foe Jordanian ambassador in 
London. 

Mr. Major, who is accom- 
panied by Trade Minister 
Richard Needham, was re- 
ceived upon arrival at Marka 
airport by Sharif Zeid and 
senior officials. 

Mr. Needham and Mr. 
Abul Ragheb also attended 
foe signing of a memorandum 
of understanding between foe 
British and Jordanian private 
sectors (see page 2). 

Mr. Major and Shant Zeid 
will hold a formal round of 
talks at the Prime Ministry 
Wednesday morning. Mr. 
Major is expected to 
announce the donation of 
equipment worth S3. 3 million 
to Jordan and awards and 
scholarships for Jordanian 
students in Britain. 

The British prime minister ■ 
and the delegation were sche- 
duled to leave around mid- 
day. 

Commenting on the British 




His Majesty King Hussein shakes hands with British Prime 
Minister John Major as he receives the British leader at the 
Raghadan Palace in Amman on Tuesday (photo by Yousef 
Allan) 


ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
told the Jordan Times: “Jor- 
dan hopes that it would lead' 
to enhanced Jordanian- 
British cooperation as well as 
the consolidation and streng- 
thening of European and 
British roles in the Middle 


East peace process.” 

Earlier in the day in the 
Gaza Strip, Mr. Major said 
after a meeting with Palesti- 
nian Leader Yasser Arafat 
that Europe was indeed seek- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Jordan looks forward 
to King’s visit to U.S. 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior official 
said Tuesday Jordan was 
“comfortable with foe atmos- 
phere” of foe talks which 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher held with His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
other officials during bis 
short visit to the Kingdom 
Monday. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti stressed foe 
ira porta uce of continuing 
talks between Jordan and the 
U.S., noting that King Hus- 
sein will visit Washington be- 
fore foe end of the month 
while U.S. Vice President AI 
Gore is expected here in few 
days. 

At a joint press conference 
with King Hussein Monday 
evening, Mr. Christopher 
said such exchange of visits 
reflects the closeness of the 
Jordanian-U.S. partnership 
for foe attainment of compre- 
hensive peace in the region. 

Mr. Kabariti said he 
appreciated foe fact that Mr. 
Christopher’s current tour of 
foe Middle East, which took 
him to Egypt, Syria, Israel, 
the Palestine self-rule areas 
and Saudi Arabia, is the 13th 
to the area and comes at a 
time when the peace process 
is going through a crucial 
stage. 

Mr. Christopher reasserted 
on Monday that Washington 
will honour its economic 
commitments to Jordan and 
will tiy to meet the King- 
dom’s security and military 
needs, adding that the U.S. 
recognises the important re- 
gional security role of the 
country. - 

But one political observer 
said that Mr. Christopher 
brought nothing new with 
him in Amman about practic- 
al steps to ensure that foe 
Kingdom will get the debt 
write-off that the U.S. admi- 
nistration promised for this 
year. 

The observer said the ques- 
tion of debt relief is now in 
foe hands of Congress and 
not in foe hands of the admi- 
nistration. 

,To foe dismay of many 
Jordanians, a congressional 


panel last week slashed to $50 
million from $275 million foe 
amount of debt write-off 
proposed by the U.S. admi- 
nistration to Jordan for fiscal 
year 1995. 

Two key U.S. senators 
were Monday expected to 
present the Senate with a bid 
that would have allowed the 
administration to meet its 
commitment to Jordan. But a 
source who asked not be 
named said filibustering in 
the Senate for domestic 
American reasons delayed 
foe presentation of foe bill, 
which, he said, is now ex- 
pected to be taken up by foe 
Senate on Saturday. 

King Hussein stressed the 
importance of the need for 
the U.S. to honour its 
pledges to the Kingdom be- 
cause, among other things, of 
foe partnership that the two 
countries have forged to 
bring about just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace to foe 
region. 

Though Mr. Christopher 
said there was not much he 
can report now about steps to 
meet foe Kingdom's security 
needs. King Hussein said he 
hoped be would get some 
definite answers about the 
subject when he meets Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in Washing- 
ton later this month. 

Sources dose to foe folks 
wtih Mr. Christopher ex- 
pected the U.S. military sup- 
port for Jordan to be substan- 
tial. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed the 
importance of international 
support for the Kingdom in 
its efforts to build peace in 
foe region. 

“Jordan did not look to 
anybody when it made peace. 
But it looks to the interna- 
tional community and the 
United States when it starts 
building peace,” Mr. Kabar- 
iti told foe Jordan Times. 

"Protecting peace is an in- 
ternational responsibility be- 
cause peace is not just a 
Jordanian investment. It is an 
investment of the whole in- 
ternational community due to 
foe importance of the area to 
the world.” 

Mr. Kabariti said that it 

(Continued on page 7) 


Eitan wants cut in U.S. aid to Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — American lawmakers keen on cutting aid to 
Israel can count on support from Israeli right-wing politician 
Rafael Eitan. Mr. Eitan, who was Israel’s military chief during the 
1982 invasion of Lebanon and now heads the Tsomet party, said 
Tuesday the annual $3 billion aid package was making Israel 
susceptible to U.$. pressure and harming local military industries. 
“I wish the U.S. would cut the aid,” Mr. Eitan said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. ‘To get money is a bad thing." Mr. 
Eitan, known for his blunt speaking style, joins a small but 
growing number of Israeli figures who are questioning whether an 
increasingly prosperous Israel still needs the aid. Israel is the 
largest recipient of U.S. foreign aid, receiving $1.8 billion in 
military aid and $1.2 billion in civilian aid annually. Sevency-Gve 
per cent of the military aid, however, must be spent in the United 
States. “The military aid goes straight to U.S. factories and gives 
jobs to American workers. So the United States has an interest in 
giving military aid,” Mr. Eitan said. Mr. Eitan said this condition 
forced brad to purchase U.S.-made cannons instead of locally 
produced ones. 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


Israel, Syria 
to resume talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Israel and Syria have agreed 
to resume direct peace talks 
at ambassadorial level within 
foe next few days, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher announced 
Tuesday. 

M r . CJi ristopher 
announced the breakthrough 
after a second day of talks 
with President Hafez AI 
Assad aimed at ending foe 
stalemate in foe peace pro- 
cess. 

“Direct contacts will be 
resumed” in the next several 
days, he said as he wound up 
a week-long Middle East 
shuttle. 

He said foe Syrian and 
Israeli ambassadors to foe 
U.S. “will reengage directly 
in Washington under the au- 
spices of foe U.S.” and would 
be working on “security 
issues as well as on other 
issues." 

Full bilateral negotiations 
have been broken off since 
the Hebron massacre in 
February of last year. A 
meeting between their chiefs- 
of-staff last December 
proved inconclusive and 
there have been no contacts 
since. 

The U.S. coordinator for 
foe Middle East, Dennis 
Ross, will return to the re- 
gion in coming weeks to dis- 
cuss foe eventual resumption 
of direct talks between foe 
two countries' chiefs-of-staff, 
and also security arrange- 
ments for a possible peace 
deal centred on the Golan 
Heights, he added. 

Military experts and army 
chiefs would meet at foe 
“appropriate time.” 

Mr. Christopher met 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in occupied Jeru- 
salem earlier Tuesday before 
returning here for foe final 
leg of has week-long Middle 
East shuttle. 

For hours it had seemed as 
if foe arrangement would fall 
part. But Mr. Christopher 
made foe announcement with 
evident relief at foe end of an 
eight-day peacemaking trip 
to the region. 

“It's turned out to be one 


of foe most satisfying trips I 
have made to foe Middle 
East,” be said. 

The talks will be in 
Washington. A senior Un- 
official said Israel made no 
“concessions'* to get them 
reopened. 

At foe outset, ambassadors 
Itarnar Rabinovich of Israel 
and Walid AI Mouallem of 
Syria will handle the negotia- 
tions. They will be joined by 
military technicians and then 
the chiefs of staff, Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

Mr. Ross will take part in 
the talks. 

The United States would 
not put forward proposals in 
the talks but may offer “sug- 
gestions," an official said. 
“These will be tough negotia- 
tions,’’ he added. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
expected the talks to be 
marked by “give and take, 
and bargaining.” 

“Both ambassadors have 
foe full confidence of their 
leaders,” foe U.S. secretary 
said. 

He did not announce a 
starting date but said it would 
be ‘In foe next couple of 
days.” 

The talks are likely to cen- 
tre on foe kinds of security 
arrangements to be installed 
after Israel’s likely pullback 
on the Golan Heights. 

On Sunday, Mr. Christ- 
opher and President Assad 
discussed such measures as 
creation of demilitarised 
zones, depletion of Israeli 
and Syrian, troops in other 
zones and installation of 
early-warning systems to 
guard against surprise attack. 

The delay forced Mr. 
Christopher to stay in 
Damascus overnight and to 
cancel his participation in 
Washington ceremonies and 
talks Wednesday involving 
King Hassan of Morocco. 

He said foe crew of his 
U.S. Air Force jet was re- 
quired to rest, making a 
Tuesday night departure for 
Washington impossible. 

The format for the next 
negotiating round differs 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel-PLO election 
talks start in Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and foe Palestinians began on 
Tuesday a two-day round of 
talks in Cairo on Palestinian 
elections, saying they hoped 
to meet a July 1 deadline set 
by their leaders. 

The Israeli delegation is 
beaded by Joel Singer and 
the Palestinian team by Saeb 
Erekat, who arrived in Cairo 
on Monday. 

“This round is going to be 
an active round,” Mr. Singer 
told reporters. 

“Now we have a target 
date to complete the negotia- 
tions by the end of June. This 
will inject more urgency into 
foe negotiations and hopeful- 
ly all foe other channels deal- 
ing with security and rede- 
ployment (of Israeli troops) 
will speed up, so that we can 
end foe negotiations at foe 
end of June.” 

He said the two sides were 
working on a draft agreement 
on electoral procedures and 
the structure of an electoral 
council, and not redeploy- 
ment of Israeli troops which 
both sides decided earlier to 
discuss in a separate security 
committee. 

Dr. Erekat told Egyptian 
radio he anil present in this 
round “a comprehensive 
draft agreement over all foe 
disputed issues.” 

A major disagreement is 
the redeployment of Israeli 
troops outside populated cen- 
tres in foe West Bank ahead 
of the polls. 

According to the 1993 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLOMsrael accord, 
Israel agreed to redeploy its 
troops to allow elections to 
take place freely. But Israel 
has cited security reasons to 
delay the pullout of its 
troops, which was supposed 
to take place last July. 

Asked if Israel would veto 
certain Palestinian political 
parties, mainly militant 


groups like Hamas, from run- 
ning for elections, Mr. Singer 
said: “We do not intend to 
exclude any party or any indi- 
vidual. We are looking for 
democratic elections, fair 
elections, free elections.” 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
agreed in a meeting last week 
on setting July 1 as a deadline 
for reaching agreement on 
foe implementation of the 
second stage of their peace 
deal and the redeployment of 
Israeli troops. 

Dr. Erekat noted that dif- 
ferences remain over foe size 
and powers of the council to 
be elected. 

Palestinians have called for 
a 100-member body with leg- 
islative powers, while Israel 
wants a smaller, executive 
council. 

The two sides also disagree 
on whether the 160,000 
Palestinian residents of East 
Jerusalem can stand as candi- 
dates and on the make-up of 
an agreed-upon international 
observer team. Dr. Erekat 
said. 

Negotiators have reached 
agreement on a separate elec- 
tion for a council president. 

However, the holding of 
elections still depends on 
striking a deal on redeploy- 
ment of foe Israeli army from 
the West Bank, Dr. Erakat 
said. “We cannot have an 
election without redeploy- 
ment.” 

On Sunday, foe Palestinian 
newspaper AI Quds reported 
that Israel and the Palestinian 
self-rule authority had 
reached a secret agreement 
to launch the redeployment 
m June, starting in the town 
of Jenin. 

But an Arafat spokesman 
denied there was any secret 
accord. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Turkey’s Alawites 
caught in violence 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
Turkey’s Alawite population 
is £ progressive Islamic group 
that has supported democra- 
cy jtnd secularism. 

two Alawites were killed 
Sunday in a low-income 
neighbourhood following 
armed attacks on four coffee- 
houses and a bakery fre- 
qusnted by the community. 
' iri^ht others died Monday 
during clashes with police 
when angry protestors took 
:zt ifcs streets to protest what 
they claimed was lack of sup- 
■pon from security forces. 

The latest incidents came 
nearly two years after a dead- 
ly atfsck on Alawites raised 
sectarian tensions in the 
country. Thirty-seven people 
were killed when Muslim 
radicals set fire -to a hotel, 
■■’here a group of writers, 
roots and singers were 
strybg tc* celebrate an Ala- 
vilj Tcstival in the central city 
'ji 5: -'as in July 1993. 

The most dramatic secta- 
n__-j fighting was in 1978 
when 104 people died in 
rit.’t fighting between Ala- 
r.i:;s and Sunni radicals in 
eastern Kahramanmaras 
rrc'-fnce. 

T^mic radicals have been 
Siting dormant sectarian 
.-■.v'-.ies between the Sunnis 
ry.G Alawites. 


statement saying, “our 
citizens should not allow 
themselves to be provoked. 
The attacks are targetting our 
national unity, peace, demo- 
cracy and the secular state.” 

“The authors of the attacks 
will certainly be found,” it 
added. 

The rioting started late on 
Sunday when Alawites mar* 
died through the streets to 
protest an attack by gunmen 
who killed two people and 
wounded 15 in a drive-by 
shooting on Alawite cof- 
feeshops. 

In the rioting that followed 
up to three people were kil- 
led and 26 injured, including 
11 policemen. 

Early on Monday protes- 
ters started to regroup, chant- 
ing “Death to fascism” and 
“Police are murderers” as 
they marched towards hun- 
dreds of police and gendar- 
merie at the end of the main 
street. 


Alawites are considered a 
liberal group, associated with 
-Ci.ist or social democrat 
.mc vements. 

Turther confrontations 
zrupled between the Alawite 
zc r.i.n unity and radical Mus- 
lims after a fundamentalist 
pa.ty won the mayorship 
in local elections last 


Alawites are traced to 
Anatolian Shiites, who were 
di~:ct descendants of Central 
.-'Aon Turks. Hie name is 
I'c-Jved from an early Islamic 
’atder. Ali. 

The Alawites preserved 
r-j’f-jsh literature and music 
:ci contrast to the Arabic in- 
.1-i mce of arts and language 
on Ottoman culture. 

The Anatolian Alawites 

Attained some of the char- 
JCivristics of “shamanism,” 
-.a original religion of Central 
A - : an~ tribes rather than the 
complete Islamic .dogma of 
:!v. Sunnis. 

3ut for centuries the two 
^nominations lived side by 
TA* in peace, even though 
itw Sunnis looked upon the 
Alawites as heretics. Both 
sides largely avoided inter- 
.~. jTiage and in most cases 
kept to separate neighbour- 
kends. 

Alawites make up a third 
;■ i Turkey’s 60 million 
-cpulatior.. 

After Uie emergency mcct- 
the cabinet issued a 


Many rioters were Alawite 
Kurds from southeast Tur- 
key, where a 10-year war by 
separatist Kurdish guerrillas 
has led to allegations of mas- 
sive abuses by security forces. 

During three tense hours 
the two sides faced each 
other across a row of 
armoured personnel carriers, 
the sound of gunfire — its 
origin undear — occasionally 
echoed through the area. 

Protesters, among them 
women and teenagers, re- 
fused to heed security per- 
sonnel who tried to persuade 
them to disperse and some 
teenagers hurled petrol 
bombs at police. 

. Police stormed the crowd 
after young men dim bed on 
an armoured car and opened 
a high pressure water hose. 

Shooting their guns from 
shoulder level, police chased 
demonstrators, who ran into 
narrow sidestreets. 

After both sides regrouped 
police opened fire again, this 
time storming the area from 
both sides. 


“They will try and blame 
this on the (Kurdish guerril- 
las), saying they provoked 
die attack, but it was the 
police who tried to kill us,” 
said a 17-year-old boy, bis 
hands bloody from carrying a 
wounded friend. 

Turkish television reported 
eight dead on Monday after 
dashes on Sunday that killed 
up to three people. 

Ambulances loaded up 
people whose feces and arms 
dripped with blood while 
police searched the area. An 
occasional gunshot echoed 
through emptying streets. 

An elderly woman in tears 
said: “We give our sons to 
the military, we pay taxes and 
this is how they repay us.” 



MAJOR IN GAZA: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (left) 
greets British Prime Minister John Major at the Beit LaMa 
crossing point between Israel and the Gaza Strip on- 


Tuesday. Mr. Major was the first Western European bead 
of state to visit tire Gaza Strip since it became autonomous 
(see page one) (AFP photo) 


Kurd factionalism hits anti-Saddam effort 


RAWANDIZ, Iraq (R) — 
The hilltop town of Rav/an- 
diz, tucked into northern Iraq 
near the Turkish and Iranian 
borders, has felt the fell fary 
of the Kurdish factionalism 
that threatens to unravel 
their coalition against Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

On the eve of Monday's 
Security Council vote on ex- 
tending U.N. sanctions 
against Baghdad, the town 
has emerged as the latest 
flashpoint for the Kurdish 
rivalries tearing at Western- 
protected northern Iraq. 

The Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) controls 
Rawandiz from the heights, 
but the town is being slowly 
strangled by surrounding 
Peshmerga guerrillas of the 
Kurd istan Democratic Party 
(KDP), freshly allied with the 
pro- Irani an Kurdish Hizbol- 
lah. 

“The fighting is more se- 
vere now. There is more in- 
tent to kill Peshmergas (fight- 
ers),” said a Western aid 
worker and former military 
man. Most lorries are barred, 
squeezing supplies of food 
and medicine, and half the 
population of 13,000 has fled. 
Shelling is a nightly event. 

“Rawandiz is suffering 


from three emb ar goes — the 
embargo of the U.N., the 
embargo of Saddam Hussein 
and the embargo of the 
KDP,” said Sam an Salahud- 
din Sinjari, who got KDP 
permission to deliver U.N. 
polio vaccine to the town 
hospital at the weekend. 

The hospital director keeps 
an impressive collection of 
spent shells and fragments of 
Katyusha rockets swept up 
each morning from the hos- 
pital grounds. One shell 
pierced the ceiling of the 
women's ward scattering 
plaster and shattering all win- 
dows. 

The stand-off ar Rawandiz 
and other points in northern 
Iraq reflect the deep-seated 
rivalries that have long pla- 
gued Kurdish political aspira- 
tions. 

But the recent upsurge in 
fighting amongst the Kurds 
looks likely to drain the inter- 
nal anti-Saddam effort of 
much of its impetus, four 
years after Iraq’s defeat in 
the Gulf war sparked anti- 
Saddam rebellions in the 
Kurdish north and the largely 
Shi'ite south. The north is 
protected by the Western air 
power of Operation Provide 
Comfort, based in southern 


Turkey. 

“This (fighting;) has severe- 
ly damaged the international 
credibility of the Kurds,” said 
an official of the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC) 
which groups all major Kur- 
dish and Arab opposition to 
President Saddam, including 
the PUK and the KDP. . 

“The (Iraqi) people are fed 
up, the donors are not happy. 
The international aid effort is 
not what it was one or two 
years ago,” the official said in 
an interview in Erbil, the 
administrative centre of 
northern Iraq. 

He fears this week's ex- 
pected agreement to extend 
U.N. sanctions for another .60 
days could be one of the last. 
Already, pressure is mount- 
ing on Washington and Lon- 
don to ease their demands 
that the embargo imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait be kept in place. 

Tension between the two 
main Kurdish guerrilla 
groups have existed since the 
mid-1960s. 

At the heart of their latest 
squabble is the PUK’s 
occupation in January of Er- 
bil, meant to be the shared 
regional capital, and the 
KDP’s control over the “tax” 


on Turkish truck drivers cros- 
sing Kurdish lines to trade 
food and medicine in Mosul 
for limited quantities of Iraqi 
petrol. 

Each side accuses the other 
of embezzling public funds. 

A bombing campaign in- 
side KDP-held territory, seen 
by some Kurds and foreign 
observers as PUK hand- 
iwork, has further aggravated 
tensions. Would-be 
mediators, including the 
INC, say the two sides are 
not even talking. 

Foreign observers note the 
Kurdish disanay means they 
are a long way from taking on 
a well-equipped Iraqi army 
whose strength is estimated 
at 350,000 troops- 

‘ They're going to take the 
Mosul-Baghdad highway — 
and secure it?” sceptically 
asked a senior U.N. official 
in the region. 

He said the two top Kur- 
dish factions could likely field 
no more than 10.000 fighters 
each, with the INC having 
another 2,000 or so lighdy- 
armed Arab fighters. 

And fielding even such a 
modest force against Iraqi 
troops would require a level 
of unity unthinkable under 
the present circumstances. 


'aqis suffer with expensive food , shortages of medicine 


By Eileen All Powell 

77;«? .“.s.vnjtwf Press 


BAGHDAD — The growing 
. lack* of used furniture at the 
;.lazat market in downtown 
Baghdad attest to the de- 
speration of Iraqi families 
trying to make ends meet. 

Men cany in dining room 
-jets, sofas, writing desks — 
:ven the occasional kitchen 
— to auction off for 
'.\?d!y needed cash. 

"Even if 1 work very hard, 
i: won't give me enough 
money for my family,” said 
Badr Ajil, a 39-year-old day 
labourer, as he stood beside a 
wooden cupboard he wanted 
to sell. “We need money to 
eat and buy medicine.” 
Thousands arc in trouble 
as runaway inflation pushes 
food prices up almost daily 
while the value of the Iraqi 
dinar plunges. 


Hospitals are so critically 
short of medicine that many 
people go untreated. Phar- 
macies are overwhelmed with 
people desperate for such 
life-sustaining drugs as in- 
sulin for diabetes or inhalers 
for asthma. 

Children go to school with- 
out books, paper or pencils. 

The root of the problem is 
the U.N. Security Council 
sanctions, imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

The embargo prohibits 
Iraq from exporting oil. its 
economic mainstay, until it 
has complied with U.N. ceas- 
efire resolutions to dismantle 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

The council was scheduled 
to meet Monday to review 
the sanctions. 

Iraq says it has complied 
with ail die U.N. demands 


and that the embargo should 
be lifted. But the United 
States believes it has the 
votes to maintain the sanc- 
tions, charging that Iraq has 
not revealed ali the necessary 
information about its 
weaponry. 

Iraq has been offered a 
one-time sale of oil worth 
SI .6 billion to raise fends for 
humanitarian use, but it has 
refused on the grounds that 
the U.N.-supervised deal- 
would infringe on its 
sovereignty. 

The political rhetoric 
means little to Ajil, who has a 
wife, mother and seven chil- 
dren to feed. 

His monthly income of ab- 
out 10,000 Iraqi dinars 
is worth about S9,' at 
the black-market rate, and 
barely covers the cost of food 
for a week, he says. 

The “official" exchange 


rate of S3.3 to the dinar is 
now totally ignored. 

The dinar has depreciated 
from about eight to the dollar 
after the Gulf war to 300 six 
months ago to 1,100 now. 

Food prices, meanwhile, 
have risen so high that the 
average family eats no meat. 

The government’s ration 
programme of flour, sugar, 
cooking oil, rice and tea does 
not begin to provide mini- 
mum nutrition. 

Doctors say that many 
mothers are so malnourished 
that they cannot breastfeed 
their babies. Powdered milk 
at 2,750 Iraqi dinars ($2.50) is 
out of reach, so infants are 
fed sugar water and quickly, 
develop signs of both protein 
and vitamin deficiencies. 

Zahra Karim, a 50-year- 
old widow, was buying let- 
tuce, tomatoes and potatoes 
for Sunday dinner at the 


Salaro Square outdoor veget- 
able market. 

She has not been able to 
afford meat or fisb for 
months, and vegetables are 
becoming dear. 

In just the last six months, 
the price of a kilogramme of 
tomatoes has tripled to 400 
dinars (36 cents), while fish 
and lentils have doubled to 
500 dinars (45 cents). 

“I just hope that the prices 
go down and the sanctions 
lift," she said. 

She has been selling not 
only furniture but also clo- 
thing to supplement her pen- 
sion of 1,000 dinars (91 cents) 
a month. 

At. the nearby Saddam 
Children’s Hospital. Iraq’s 
largest, doctors are at a loss 
to provide adequate treat- 
ment. 

Medication is in such short 
supply that “we give accord- 


ing to what we have, not 
according to what the patient 
needs,” said Dr. Ismail Qas- 
sam, the hospital director. 

They can do nothing for 
leukaemia and other cancers 
and often have no antibiotics 
to treat children suffering 
from pneumonia, meningitis 
or other diseases. 

The hospital staff sees 100 
children a day suffering from 
malnutrition, and the death 
rate has tripled since the Gulf 
war. Dr. Qassam said. 

In the emergency room on 
Sunday, four-month-old Ali 
Shaker was panting in his tiny 
oxygen mask. Doctors had 
given him a drug to ease the 
effects of pneumonia, but 
lacked the necessary antibio- 
tic for proper care. 

“We’re giving him oxygen 
— and praying God will help 
him,” said staff physician 
Mohammad Maher. 


U.S. voices concern at 
continuing Algeria strife 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The U.S. administration 
expressed concern Monday at 
the continuing spiral of vio- 
lence in Algeria, but said it 
had no plans now to shut its 
embassy doors. 

“The situation in Algeria is 
not one which gives us a 
great deal of confidence,” 
said State Department spokes- 
woman Christine Shelley. 
“Genuine political dialogue 
seems to be elusive.” 

Ms. Shelley said that 
Algeria’s security situation 
would remain under review, 
and that Washington would 
continue to consult with allies 
on tire issue. 

Asked about politically 
motivated killings, Ms. Shel- 
ley said “the numbers cer- 
tainly have gone up,” adding 
that the United States had 
reduced its embassy staff in 
Algiers. 

But she said the United 
States had no plans now to 
shut its embassy there. 

Still, Ms. Shelley said the 
security situation had 
affected die embassy's work, 
as the “feiriy skeletal (U.S.) 
presence” there had made it 
difficult for embassy staff to 
keep up with the visa 
processing workload. 

On Monday, six Islamic 


extremists kidnapped a girl 
from her school, then slashed 
her throat near the school 
gate, the official APS news 
agency reported. 

The slaying was one of 
several reports of gruesome 
attacks on women since Ki- 
day, the deadline set by Isla- 
mic extremists demanding 
that female sympathisers be 
freed from jail. 

Fatima Gnodbaoe, 15, was 
killed outside the Moham- 
mad T .a ^h ar School near Hil- 
da, south of Algiers, APS 
said. 

The agency also confirmed 
a newspaper report of tire 
assassination Saturday of two 
sisters, 18 and 21, lolled in 
front of their father and 13- 
year-old sister by gunmen 
who forced their way inside 
the family home. 

One of the girls was the 
fiancee of a policeman, the 
newspaper Liberte reported. 
An older sister, also fiancee 
of a policeman, was killed 
last year, the paper said. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
has threatened to attack the 
wives of police and army 
officers in retribution for the 
refusal of the military-backed 
regime to free women jailed 
as sympathisers to the mili- 
tants. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Argentine businessmen visit Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A delegation of Argentine 


businessmen began talks with Iraqi officials Monday on 
future economic ties between the two countries once U.N. 


sanctions against Baghdad are lifted. The delegation, 
beaded by the head of die Argentinian chamber of 
commerce, Alfredo Alberto, is fee first from a Latin 
American country to visit Iraq since fee 1991 Gulf war. The 
businessmen met with Iraqi Trade Ministry officials on 
Monday and were bolding talks wife industry ministry 
representatives on Tuesday, a member of the party told 
AFP. 


Rafsan]ani to visit South Africa 


TEHRAN (AFP) — President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafcan- 
jani on Monday accepted an invitation from President 
Nelson Mandela to visit South Africa. Iran's official news 
agency IRNA reported. South African Energy Minister Pik 
Botha delivered the invitation, it said, without specifying 
when fee visit would take place. Mr. Rafsanjani told Mr. 
Botha that Iran wanted to develop economic ties with 
South Africa in all fields. Mr. Botha, who arrived in 
Tehran on Saturday, has met several officials to disenss 
ways to develop trade and bilateral cooperation in oil, 
mining, industry, technology transfer and education, 
IRNA said. Pretoria is interested in Iran’s oil while Tehran 
would like to use South Africa’s refineries and stocking 
capacity. 


Rabbi wants to discuss 'ceasefire’ with Yassin 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — An Israeli rabbi on 
Monday asked Police Minister Moshe Shahal for permis- 
sion to meet Hamas founder Sheikh Ahmad Yassin in jail 
to discuss a “ceasefire” between fee militants and the' 
Jewish state. Mehahem Fnnnan told Israel ra$o: “I want 
to talk to Sheikh Yassin to propose a ceasefire between 
Hamas and Israel.” Mr. Fnnnan, who lives in a settlement 
in fee occupied West Bank, has for several years called for 
dialogue between “religious Jews and Palestinian M uslims " 
to move forward fee peace process. La fee past he said he 
has held talks wife Hamas leaders. Sheikh Yassin, arrested 
in May 1989, was sentenced to life imprisonment by an 
Israeli military court in October 1991 after befog found 
guilty of murder, inciting violence and possessing weapons. 


Student confesses to killing Israeli 


KIEV (AP) — A university student confessed to killing an 
Israeli envoy who came to bis apartment to complain about 
loud music, police said Monday. Ukrainian authorities said 
fee 21-year-old man’s confession convinced them feat fee 
crime was not politically motivated. “There was no political 
content to this incident — there wasn’t and there cannot 
be,” Interior Ministry spokesman Oleksandr Ivashchenko 
told journalists Monday. The suspect, whose name was not 
released, was arrested Sunday morning and charged with 
manslaughter in connection wife fee death of Shimon 
Feingold. Feingold was an Israeli envoy of the Jewish 
Agency, a quasr-goveromental group responsible for brin g - 
fog and absorbing immigrants in Israel. Feingold was 
discovered dead in fee stairwell of his Kiev apartment 
building just after 4 p.m. Saturday. While in police 
custody, fee student confessed to hitting Feingold m fee 
bead after be came to the student's fourth-floor apartment, 
just above fee Israeli's, complaining of loud music and 
danring. Police said the blow caused Feingold to slip on the 
stairs, fatally hitting his head on a step. 
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ment of Meteorology. 
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Khamsin weather conditions will 
prevail throughout the day with 
winds southwesterly moderate. A 
tM ait mas will affect the King- 
dom in (be evening with rainfall 
expected in different regions. In 
Aqaba, it win be relatively warn 
and dusty becoming doudy and 
rainy in the afternoon. 


MmJMax. temp. 
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Aqaba 13 728 

Deserts 7/25 

Jordan Valley 13/27 
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TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mnkhlcs Marahrah 820425 

Dr. fUmzi Mzswi 794788 

Dr.KhaBJbali 740740 

Dr. Ahmad Othman 786384 

Fms pharmacy 661912 

Feidows pharmacy 778336 

AlAscma pharmacy 637QS5 

Naitwkh pharmacy 633672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Stawasam pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 

QUID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu f— 1 

AIQu* pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ffcwaz HamdaSah 903644 

Khahfeh pharmacy 98S417 


emergencies 

Food Control Cemre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoBce 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PobikSecHrity Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints ...605800 

Price Cboplaims 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints WWJ 

Amman Munkipafity 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(darcctorf assistance} 121 

OvcncasCaHs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Rw&o Jordan 774111 

Water Autborfar 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

Jfcaric Po™ 8156,5 

Company 636381 

RIFHgfct Information .... 08-53200 
Queen ABa lnd. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
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Anul Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHjkaa Modem Hospital (D9)^W90 

DUHD: 

Prince# Baas Hospital (021275555 

Greek Carhoflc Hospital (02)272275 
IbaAlNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Hsys Hospital ........ (03)314111 


POR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This mfbmatkm is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (081S320Q- 
5. where it should always be Yen- 
tied. 
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United World Colleges 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Un- or ability to pay; the majority together to further UWC's 

are offered scholarships. The 



s ‘fiiQueen becomes president 


fcweiii rssA? ^ 

us*** * gr^ ited World Colleges (UWC) 

**>, the OfLt.iv a ^'organisation Tuesday 
5 “ announced that Her Majesty 

ttut* h:^/* Q nfien Noor and South Afri- 

&oe 4 f-inj .V^PaSt^;. can President Nelson Mande- 
sla have accepted to become 
“President of the UWC” and 
‘President of the UWC In- 


w 3ii 


*Muiu Onrviw 


km $ a - f hT ^ J -r “President of the UWl in- 
da r ^<temational Council" respec- 

iaiid 1 G " '^gcrf'^tively, a Royal Court state- 
The :; ment said. 

* Winn,’^ a **. (t-u Queen Noor will succeed 
^po^Britain's Prince Charles as 
niTl _- 1 ' U L i: ‘ Sttefti.. president of the UWC, the 
frtv,, ',/■*: ^ :0‘ -statement said. 

" . ”>e:: The UWC is an intema- 

^**'^* J t: tional educational program- 

ZT. to^ine for young people between 


Ofic «.* 

fcusctc 


for young people I 
vtbe ages of 16 and 19. It 
consists of 8 colleges situated 
^ % VL*' in Wales, Canada. Singa- 
»rap*per i-Cr^-.poie, the U.S., Swaziland, 
*=* ^icr ^:e: Italy, Venezuela and Hong 

. ■% Kong and currently enrols 
ten yfa* 1 3,200 students from more 

Thv a r^-c Li: than 100 countries. 
fSt Most of the students at the 
wtct 
of&cr 
rfffuii: 

m SYTftpvk.-^-.’V “ : amination. 
tAasi ' '->■ Students are chosen on 

merit regardless of race, 
screed, colour, background. 



scholarship funds are pro- 
vided by the colleges indi- 
vidually or by the national 
committees present in over 
70 countries. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Sarvath Al-Hassan is the 
chairperson of the Jordanian 
UWC National Committee. 

The UWC announcement 
said the ageement of Queen 
Noor and President Mandela 
to accept the presidential 
posts is “a ringing personal 
endorsement of the ideals for 
which UWC has stood since 
its foundation in 1962.” 

The motto of Kurt Hahn, 
the founder of UWC, was 
‘Plus est en vous" (there is 
more in you than you think). 
This motto reflects the 
UWC's constructive outlook 
and also applies to the gras- 
sroots development efforts of 
Queen Noor and Mr. Mande- 
la in their respective coun- 
tries. 

Queen Noor, as the presi- 
dent of UWC, and Nelson 
Mandela, as the president of 
the UWC International 
Council, will make “a for- 
midable team working 


goals,” said the announce- 
ment. 

According to the Royal 
Court, Queen Noor was 
asked to assume the pres- 
idency in October 1994 be- 
cause of her active commit- 
ment to peace and interna- 
tional understanding and her 
efforts to advance and de- 
velop educational program- 
mes in Jordan. 

In particular, the Royal 
Endowment for Culture and 
Education meets Jordan's de- 
velopment needs in the fields 
of higher education, culture 
and the arts. The Jubilee 
School, which shares many of 
the same guiding principles as 
the UWC, is an independent 
co-educational secondary 
school for outstanding scho- 
larship students from rural 
and urban areas. 


! X 


admiration for the UWC's 
aims of developing the full 
potential of meritorious stu- 
dents, their cross-cultural 
understanding, and their 
sense of individual, commun- 
al and environmental respon- 
sibility, the statement said. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — En- 
vironmental conditions in 
areas surrounding the cement 
factories in Fuheis and 
Rashadiyeh were the main 
issues under discussion at a 
-meeting chaired by Minister 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
: Nader Thuheirat at the ce- 
ment factory in Fuheis Tues- 
day. 

Participants at the meeting 
decided to set up two com- 
mittees, one to steer and 
direct environmental prog- 
rammes, and one to follow up 
recommendations issued by a 
team of German experts re- 
cently. 

The first panel will be 
chaired by Mr. Thuheirat and 
will include as members 
Ministry ‘Secretaiy General.' 
Rash dan Al Rash dan. Direc- 
tor of *fiie' ^Eavirohmeht De-.”.' 
partment Saleh. Al Sharaa" 
and Director General of the 
Cement Factories Company 


Hatem Halawani. 

The second will include as 
members Mr. Sharaa and 
representatives of the depart- 
ment and the company. 

It was decided that the 
follow-up committee will 
commence its meetings at the 
beginning of next week and 
will present periodical re- 
ports to the steering commit- 
tee which will meet at least 
once a month. 

Mr. Thuheirat stressed at 
the meeting his ministry's 
keenness to protect the en- 
vironment in the areas sur- 
rounding the two factories. 

He said directives by His 
Majesty King Hussein 
prompt the ministry to pro- 
tect the environment and 
fight pollution by preparing 
'Jfiaiis and programmes 
targetting industrial areas. . . 
..The minister commended 
efforts exerted by the Ce- 
ment Factories Company to 
protect the environment and 


its coo]>eration with the 
ministry in preparing studies 
and research and carrying out 
environmental programmes 
in Fuheis and Rashadiyeh. 

Mr. Halawani, at the out- 
set of the meeting reviewed 
measures taken by the com- 
pany to improve the environ- 
mental conditions in areas 
surronnding the factories and 
its future plans in this regard. 

He said that at the begin- 
ning of the 1980s the com- 
pany started to implement 
programmes aimed at de- 
veloping anti-pollution sys- 
tems and equipment in coop- 
eration with local and inter- 
national organisations and 
companies. 

Mr. Halawani said an inte- 
grated anti-pollution prog- 
ramme was initiated by the 
company last year, noting 
that the 'first stage of the 
programme will cost the com- 
pany about JD 32 million. 
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'kutenant Abdel Qader Ammarine (left 
tregronndj and Jean-Phillppe Roucbon 


(right foreground) pose with the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces Orchestra 
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Jordanian Armed Forces Orchestra 
o perform with French conductor 
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By Jean-Claude Elias 

vein] to the Jordan Times 

- MMAN — The Jordanian 

- rmed Forces Orchestra 
: AFO) will give a concert of 

issical music Thursday 
ening,' March 16, at the 
ayal Cultmal Centre 
^...CC) theatre. 

It will be the first time that 
v 2 orchestra performs under 
■ - baton of French conduc- 

• ■ Jean-Philippc Rouchon. 

Rouchon has been 
•rking with the JAFO for a 
ie less than a year now and 
".’I remain in Jordan, under 
agreement with the army, 

* - an unspecified period of 
(S ie ‘ 

1 Jne exotic aspect of their 
operation is the language 
French musician uses to 
' amunicate with the Arab 
leagues — German! In- 
:d many of the orchestra's 
mbers had previously 
n sent by die army to 
. stria where they spent five 
• ix years studying and per- 
. ing their art. 


Mr. Rouchon himself has 
been working in Vienna's 
musical circles for more than 
10 years and speaks fluent 
German. 

The JAFO was founded in 
1981, and currently compris- 
es 70 members. 

All aie full time profes- 
sional musicians. Given their 
academic background they 
play Western classical music 
exclusive. They have already 
given several concerts and 
have participated in the 
Jerash Festival of Culture 
and Arts. 

Attending one of their re- 
hearsals is living proof of 
their enthusiasm and motiva- 
tion. 

The orchestra benefits 
from a strong support from 
its commanding officers. 

Talking to the Jordan 
Times, Colonel Naji Moham- 
mad Zu’bi said the army finds 
it extremely important to 
bring the orchestra up to 
international standard. He 
strongly believes that beyond 
mere entertainment, beyond 
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(Continued 

‘ Meanwhile, Arab and 
, 'islim officials condemned 
• a *li efforts to consolidate 
^ itrol over Arab East Jeru- 
■an. 

•^^riegates at a symposium 
Jerusalem condemned 
aeli “annexation” of land 


from page 1) 

for settlements and accused 
the government of trying to 
change rhe city's demog- 
raphic composition. 

They also urged Arab and 
Muslim nations to resist plans 
by some countries to move 
their embassies to Jerusalem. 


even the aesthetics of arts, 
music is a privileged means to 
improve the community's so- 
da) status and help it achieve 
better tomorrows. 

Though no effort is being 
spared to maintain the cur- 
rent momentum the JAFO is 
blessed with, the difficulties 
are many. 

The cost of sending more 
musicians for training abroad 
has become prohibitive. 

Moreover, the experience 
gap between some of the 
orchestra members is work- 
ing somewhat as a handicap 
for the esnemble. 

On the other hand the 
same gap is sometimes used 
positively — those at a more 
advanced stage help their col- 
leagues during rehearsals, 
therefore assisting the con- 
ductor in his task. 

The whole work atmos- 
phere is characterised by a 
clear attitude of solidarity. 
All musicians are obviously 
determined to take up the 
challenge presented to them. 

Thursday's concert will fe- 
ature Schubert's Unfinished 
Symphony, excerpts from 
Jean -Philippe Rameau's 2nd 
Concert, Johannes Brahms’ 
Hungarian Dances No. 5,6 
and 7, and the first move- 
ment and Farandolc from 
Bizet’s famous Arldsienne 
2nd Suite. 

The event will be an impor- 
tant test for the JAFO- 
Rouchon formula. 


Jordanian, British private sectors 
sign document to enhance trade ties 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Jordanian 
and British private sectors on 
Tuesday signed a memo of 
understanding to enhance 
trade relations through a 
series of round-table discus- 
sions in various sectors. 

The document was signed 
by London's quasi- 
govemmental Committe e for 
Middle East Trade (CMET) 
and the Jordanian Business- 
men’s Association (JBA), 
which represents a large seg- 
ment of the Kingdom’s trade 
and industrial community. 

The signing came on the 
fringes of a visit to Jordan by 
British Prime Minister John 
Major, who arrived here 
Tuesday evening on his first 
trip to Jordan as prime minis- 
ter and accompanied by a 
30-member trade delegation. 

The trade delegation in- 
cluded chief executives of in- 
dustry giants such as British 
Telcom, Marks and Spencer 
and British Gas, British 
Aerospace. They held a 
round of talks with Jordanian 
businessmen after the signing 
of the memo at a hotel here 
attended by British Trade 
Minister Richard Needham 
and his Jordanian counter- 
part Ali Abul Ragheb. 

The one- pag e memo, 
signed by CMTE Chairman 
John Hill and JBA President 
Hamdi Tabaa, a former 


Jordanian minister of trade, 
calls for meetings to be held 
among various business sec- 
tors to develop “the long- 
standing and historic rela- 
tions” between Jordan and 
Britain, said Ali Yousef, 
director-general of the JBA. 

“The agreement calls for 
round-table discussions ex- 
clusively grouping the various 
sectors that could cooperate 
in launching joint ventures 
and business” Mr. Yousef 
said. The meetings will be 
organised by the JBA and 
CMET. 

According to official Brit- 
ish figures, Jordan’s imports 
from the United Kingdom 
were worth 114 million sterl- 
ing pounds in 1994 compared 
with its exports to Britain of 
24 million sterling pounds. 

No comparative Jordanian 
figures were immediately 
available. 

On Wednesday. Mr. 
Needham will attend a cere- 
mony marking the marketing 
of British-made Rover cars in 
Jordan. 

The formal launching of 
the Rover agency and distri- 
butorship in Jordan will come 
on Feb. 19, a British embassy 
spokeswoman said. 

The British government as 
well as businessmen in gener- 
al have taken a dose interest 
in establishing ties with Jor- 
dan in the wake of the signing 
of the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty. 

At least one group, British 



held at the Royal Palace on Tuesday 
(photo by Yousef Allan) 


Middle East Interest Group, 
has also opened a regional 
office in Amman. The office, 
which will provide data and 
base information to both 
Jordanian and British 
businessmen, will cover not 
only the Kingdom but also 
the Palestinian territories, 
Syria and Iracj. 

Several British consultancy 
firms are involved in studies 
on various sectors of the 
Jordanian economy and re- 


sources, primarily water, as 
well as on the Kingdom’s 
drive to privatise the tele- 
communication and civil 
aviation sectors. 

A British company is con- 
ducting a major study of the 
Disi underwater reservoir at 
a cost of £4.5 million, pro- 
vided in a grant by the Lon- 
don government. 

While in Jordan, Mr. Ma- 
jor will also announce the 
donation of British equip- 


ment worth $3.3 million to 
the Kingdom. It was not im- 
mediately known whether 
Britain was planning any out- 
right grant for Jordan. 

The British government 
wrote off $75 million of Jor- 
dan’s official debts — mostly 
development loans — to Bri- 
tain last year. Jordan’s com- 
mercial debts to Britain stood 
at 369 million dinars (about 
$550 million) at the end of 
1994. 


Minister highlights principles in 
economic s ummi t strategy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abnl Ragheb Tuesday said 
the proposed strategy for the 
international economic sum- 
mit in Amman in October is 
based on three main princi- 
ples. 

At a meeting with repre- 
sentatives of commercial, in- 
dustrial, banking and con- 
tracting institutions at the 
Jordanian Exports Develop- 
ment and. Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JEDCO), 
Mr. Abui Ragheb said these 
principles -aim to improve 
Jordan's image as a good 
investment venue, attracting 
us both local and foreign 
investors, to enhance the par- 
ticipation of the private sec- 
tor in the national economy. 


Reviewing the proposed 
strategy for hosting the sum- 
mit, Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
the government has already 
set up national panels to pre- 
pare for this international 
gathering. 

The summit, he said, aims 
to assist the North African 
and Middle Eastern econo- 
mies through international 
and local organisations and to 
activate the role of the pri- 
vate sector. 

Ir was agreed at the end of 
; the meeting to set up a' com- 
. mittee- te-represent the pri- 
vate sector to help arrange 
for rhe summit. 

The committee includes 
Thabet Al Taher. Nadeem Al 
Mu'asher and Shabib 
Ammar. 


Workshop to discuss living conditions 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Statistics Department, in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations Childrens Fund (UNICEF) 
and the Norwegian Applied Soda! Sciences Institute, will 
organise a workshop on Jordanian living conditions. The 
workshop, which will be held under the patronage of 
Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf, will discuss concepts 
related to social and living conditions (the Scandinavian 
model) and policies pertaining to social data in Jordan 
among other issues. Participants in the seminar, represent- 
ing various ministries and concerned institutions, will be 
divided into working groups to discuss changes in the living 
conditions in the Kingdom in view of a recent survey 
conducted by the Statistics Department. Also several 
addresses will be delivered at the opening ceremony by 
Department Director Abdul Hadi Al Alwan and repre- 
sentatives of UNICEF, the Norwegian institute and the 
Canadian International Centre for Researches and De- 
velopment. The workshop will be held from March 15-16 at 
the Jordan InterContinental Hotel. 


Cabinet approves agreements 


AMMAN (Petra) . — The 
Council of Minis ters Tuesday 
approved several agreements 
signed between Jordan on the 
one hand and Japan; Italy, 
the European Investment 
Bank and the Kuwaiti-based 
Arab Economic and Social 
Development Fund on the 
other. 

These agreements provide 
for offering grants to finance 
development projects in rural 
areas, and the establishment 
of several infrasmicture pro^ 
jects.- .. • .. • 

The Cabinet . meeting, 
under the chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, approved ex- 
changing memos of under- 
standing which will be signed 
between the Jordanian and 


Japanese governments on a 
Japanese grant totalling one 
million yens. 

The Cabinet also approved 
an agreement signed between 
the Telecommunications 
Corporation and a Japanese 
corporation to upgrade the 
level of telephone links be- 
tween Jordan and Japan. 

The Council of Ministers 
also endorsed a financial pro- 
tocol signed between the 
Jordanian and Italian govern- 
ments to finance, several pro- 
jects, including : one to de- 
velop rural areas , in Irbid 
governorate. 

In addition * the Council of 
Ministers approved to reallo- 
cate a loan worth 12 million 
European currency units (ab- 
out $15 million) presented to 


the Water Authority of Jor- 
dan to finance water and 
sewerage projects in Salt. 

It also approved another 
agreement totalling 35 mil- 
lion Kuwaiti dinars (about 
$100 million) signed between 
the government and the 
Kuwaiti-based Arab Econo- 
mic and Social Development 
Fund to finance the second 
stage of the Aqaba Thermal 
Station project and develop- 
ing the national electric grid. 

Furthermore, it set up a 
Jordanian delegation which 
will participate in a confer- 
ence on the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty which 
will be held in New York on 
April 17. The delegation will 
be headed by Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Al Kabariti. 


Premier urges economic council to 
advance public, private sector ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Economic Consultative 
Council met Tuesday under 
the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker who told the council 
members that his government 
was keen to enhance coop- 
eration between the private 
and public sectors and to 
activate the role of the pri- 
vate sector in the national 
economy in implementation 
of its policy statement pre- 
sented to the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

Sharif Zeid said the gov- 


ernment and the private sec- 
tor are both serving the in- 
terests of the Kingdom, not- 
ing that their duty is to work 
together to draw up the fea- 
tures of its economic future. 

He urged the council mem- 
bers to present their views on 
means to enhance coopera- 
tion between the two sectors 
and to refrain from defending 
the interests of only certain 
sectors or factions. 

After a discussion of the 
economic situation in the 
Kingdom, Finance Minister 
Basel Jar dan eb briefed the 


meeting on progress achieved 
in implementing the econo- 
mic reform programme, 
especially in the field of en- 
couraging investments and 
tourism and developing eco- 
nomic and monetary laws and 
legislation. 

Afterwards, participants in 
the meeting exchanged views 
on the income tax draft law 
and proposals to reduce taxes 
on companies, among other 
issues. 

They also decided to meet 
monthly. 


Kabariti welcomes Saudi decision 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Tuesday welcomed a decision 
by Saudi Arabia to grant 
residence permits to wives 
and under-age children of 
Jordanians employed in “vit- 
al positions.” 

“We welcome and appreci- 
ate the Saudi decision and 
consider it a solid proof of the 
concern of our brothers in 
Saudi Arabia to provide all 
means of comfort to Jorda- 


nians working there,” Mr. 
Kabariti said in a statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

News reports have said 
that the Saudi decision, 
which ends an official policy 
banning the granting of resi- 
dence permits to families of 
Jordanians working there 
since the Gulf war, was ex- 
pected to go into effect last 
Saturday. 

In accordance with the new 
decision, applications for re- 
sidence permits by Jorda- 
nians will be treated like 


those of other nationalities 
according to procedures fol- 
lowed by Saudi embassies 
abroad. 

Mr. Kabariti said that 
“Jordanian expatriates in 
Saudi Arabia have always 
been looked after by Saudi 
officials." 

The Saudi decision also ap- 
plies to Palestinians. 

Unofficial estimates put at 
about 350,000 the number of 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates in Saudi Arabia 
where about five million fore- 
igners are employed. 


Thousands of Jordanians 
and Palestinians lost their 
jobs in Gulf countries after 
the Gulf War which strained 
relations between these coun- 
tries and Jordan and the 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation. 


provic 
for Jc 


The Gulf countries had 
tided a lucrative market 
)r Jordanian labour during 
the o0 boom of the seventies 
and early eighties. But less 
work opportunities have be- 
come available in these coun- 
tries recently due to both 


political considerations and a 
shrinking of the labour mar- 
ket for foreigners. 

About 300,000 Jordanians 
are estimated to have re- 
turned to the Kingdom from 
Gulf countries after the Gulf 
war, putting an extra burden 
on the already tight job mar- 
ket in Jordan. 

Remittances from Jorda- 
nian expatriates, which are a 
major contributor to the 
gross national product, have 
dropped dramatically since 
the Gulf war. 


WHAT’S 

ON 

FILM 

Fflm entitled “The Afri- 
can Queen’* at the British 
Council al 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Exhibition of paintings by 
several artists entitled 
“Faces” at the Balqaa 
Art Gallery, Fuheis. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by 
Nazli Irtemcellk at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of art by Rula 
Shukairy at the French 
Cultrual Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by 
Iraqi artist Hana Malal l a h 
at Ab’ad Art Gallery. 

☆ Three exhibitions of plastic 
art by George Edilbi, 
Abdullah KamoJeh, and 
Mohammad Majali at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 


BMEIG 

THE BRITISH MIDDLE EAST INTREST GROUP 
WORKING FOR INDUSTRY 
DR. MUNIB AL-WIR 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 

WELCOMES THE VISIT OF 

PRIME MINISTER THE RT HON JH0N MAJOR . 

AND HIS DELEGATION OF SENIOR 
REPRESENTATIVES OF BRITISH INDUSTRY . 

WE AS AN INTRESTS GROUP ENCOURAGE AND 
SUPPORT VISITS WHICH ENHANCE BILATERAL 
RELATIONS BETWEEN BRITAIN AND JORDAN AND 
ALL EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE PROCESS. SUCH EFFORTS WILL 
IMPROVE TRADE, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
STABILITYIN THE REGION AND WILL UNDER LINE 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY’S COMMIT- 
MENT TO POSITIVE POLICIES WHICH CREATE 
COMMONWEALTH . WE TRUST THAT PRIME 
MINISTER WILL HAVE A REWARDING VISIT TO THE 
AREA AND WARMLY WELCOME HIS EFFORTS 


Under the patronage of 
H.R.H. Princess Basma Bint Talal 
THE FRENCH CULTURAL CENTRE PRESENTS 

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA 

of THE ARMED FORCES OF JORDAN 

conductor: J.Ph. ROUCHON 

Programme: 

- SCHUBE-“Unfinished Symphony” 

RT: 

“Second Concert” 

-RAMEAU: 

“Hungarian Dances” No. 5,6,7. 

-BRAHMS: 

Second Suite: “L’ Arl&ienne” 

- BIZET* 

ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 

March 16, 1995 at 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets (JD 7) available at the Royal Cultural Centre 
and the French Cultural Centre. 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 1995 



Britain to withdraw first 700 
troops from Northern Ireland 

‘Clinton will not press Adams to dismantle IRA arsenal’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
Tuesday said it was with- 
drawing 700 of its 19,000 
troops stationed in Northern 
Ireland, a gesture seen as 
symbolic of reduced tensions 
in the province resulting from 
six months of truce. 

“This decision has been 
taken solely on the basis of 
the operational judgment of 
the security forces’ comman- 
ders,” said Northern Ireland 
Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew. “It reflects the im- 
proved security situation and 
is a further step towards mor- 
mality." 

Although small compared 
with the total British troops 
strength in Ulster, jhe with- 
drawal of 700 represents the 
largest in over a decade and 
the first withdrawal officially 
announced in the 25-year 
sectarian conflict. 

The move will cut the num- 
ber of major units in Ulster to 
17 — six resident battalions 
on two-year tours, and six 
battaUions of the Royal Irish 
Regiment. 

The 700 men of Fifth Reg- 
iment Royal Artillery, sche- 
duled to complete their six- 
month tour of duty this 
month, will be withdrawn to 
Britain over the next two 
weeks from their bases in 
counties Tyrone and 
Armagh, the government 
said. 


They were to remain on 
standby at their barracks on 
the mainland for return at 
short notice. 

Their replacements were to 
complete the usual intensive 
training course for Ulster 
duty, but they, too, would 
remain on standby on the 
mainland, the government 
said. 

Sir Patrick said he had 
been reviewing troop 
strength in Northern Ireland 
since the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) ceasefire on 
Sept. 1, and the loyalist ceas- 
efire declared six weeks later. 

“A wide range of measures 
has been taken by the secur- 
ity forces since the ceasefires 
to reduce the number of sol- 
diers on the streets,” he said. 

“These steps have been 
accompanied by a number of 
other measures which have 
combined to reduce signifi- 
cantly the impact of the 
security situation on the peo- 
ple of Northern Ireland.'* 

He cautioned that the with- 
drawal could be quickly re- 
versed, saying “the govern- 
ment will continue to ensure 
that the police continue to 
receive whatever level of 
military support the chief 
constable judges they re- 
quires.” 

The role of the Britisb 
army in Ulster has officially 
been to support the provin- 


cial police force, the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary (RUC). 

The decision came as no 
surprise in Ulster, where a 
symbolic withdrawal had 
been expected for some 
months. 

The dual ceasefires have 
brought a transformation in 
everyday life in Northern Ire- 
land, particularly in the 
dries. 

Troops have been gradual- 
ly removed from the streets 
of Belfast, Londonderry and 
many other parts of the pro- 
vince, helicopter patrols nave 
been sharply curtailed and 
road blocks have been lifted. 

British troops first entered 
Northern Ireland on Aug. 14, 
1969 to reinforce beleaguered 
RUC officers and a Protes- 
tant auxiliary force facing rio- 
ters in Londonderry. 

During the bloody year of 
1972, troop strength peaked 
at nearly 22,000. 

Meanwhile the New York 
Times said Tuesday President 
Bill Clinton has rejected a 
plea from British Prime 
Minister John Major to per- 
sonally pressure the political 
leader of the Irish Republi- 
can Army Gerry Adams to 
dismantle his group's 
weapons. 

Quoting unnamed adminis- 
tration officials, the daily said 
Mr. Major made his request 
in a letter to Mr. Clinton 


Friday, a day after Mr. Gin- 
ton lifted the ban on Mr. 
Adams’ fundraising activities 
in the United States and in- 
vited him to a St. Patrick’s 
Day reception at the White 
House on March 17. 

The officials described Mr. 
Major's letter as amicable but 
straightforward. 

They said the U.S. govern- 
ment had already made dear 
to Mr. Adams that it re- 
garded progress toward IRA 
disarmament as essential. 

National Security Adviser 
Antobony Lake will repeat 
the message when he meets 
with Mr. Adams Tuesday, a 
senior White House official 
said. . 

The upcoming historic first 
meeting between Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Adams has further 
soured relations with Britain, 
which believes Washington is 
moving too fast in recognis- 
ing Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA). 

Mr. Major, in Israel on a 
trip promoting the Middle 
East peace process, renewed 
calls Monday for Sinn Fein to 
discuss the decommissioning 
of arms. 

Once the weapons are 
taken out of service ‘then the 
other political parties will be 
in a position to sit down and 
talk to Sinn Fein," Mr. Major 
said. 


Spain imposes visas for Canadians 


MADRID (R) — Spain said 
Tuesday it was imposing visas 
on Canadian tourists in re- 
taliation for their country's 
seizure of a Spanish fishing 
vessel in the North Atlantic 
last week. 

The measure had already 
been mooted Monday by 
Foreign Minister Javier Sola- 
na as one of Spain’s options 
in the fishing dispute which 
has provoked a major di- 


plomatic row between the 
European Union and Cana- 
da. 

“We have derided to im- 
pose this,” a Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said. He 
added that legal steps to rein- 
troduce visa requirements for 
Canadians, which had long 
been lifted, would take at 
least three or four days to 
complete. 

The Galician trawler Estai 


was seized by Canadian gun- 
boats after a five-hour chase 
last Thursday while it was 
fishing for Greenland halibut 
in international waters and 
taken to port in St. John's, 
Newfoundland. 

The Estai ’s captain Enri- 
que Davila has been charged 
with illegal fishing and resist- 
ing Canadian authorities. He 
was due to appear in court in 
St. John’s later Tuesday. 


France ties Cambodia aid to reforms 


PARIS (R) — French Eco- 
nomy Minister Edmond 
Alphandeiy. opening a meet- 
ing of Cambodia’s aid 
donors, called Tuesday for 
more help to Phnom Penh 
but tied his appeal to the 
restoring of law and order in 
the South East Asian coun- 
try. 

Referring to the decision of 
the Paris Club of debtor na- 
tions to wipe out two-thirds 
of Cambodia’s external debt, 
Mr. Alphandery said: “Soli- 
darity expressed by the inter- 
national community towards 
Cambodia must lead to con- 
crete results. 

“‘If Cambodia needs exter- 


nal help more than ever,. be it 
state aid or private invest- 
ments, it must resolutely and 
quickly set up an institutional 
and judicial framework which 
is respected by all parties," 
be said in a speech. 

Aid donors meet in Paris 
until Wednesday for the third 
international conference on 
Cambodia’s reconstruction. 
The country, devastated by 
two decades of war, has an 
external debt of more than 
51.3 billion and a growing 
trade deficit. 

"France urges the Cambo- 
dian government to rapidly 
pass laws governing civil 
rights, the penal code and 


banking.. This will show the. 
international community its 
will to actively pursue re- 
forms which are vital for law 
and order," Mr. Alphandery 
said. 

He singled out reforms 
protecting foreign investors’ 
assets, privatisations and cuts 
in the number of state em- 
ployees. 

Last year France was Cam- 
bodia's biggest donor with 
540 million, behind Japan 
(591 million) and ahead of 
the United States (530 mil- 
lion). French officials said the 
conference would yield less 
than last year’s 5773 million 
in aid. 


U.S. veterans descend on Iwo Jima 
for 50th anniversary memorial 


IWO JIMA, Japan (AP) — 
American and Japanese sol- 
diers and sailors who 50 years 
ago fought one of the most 
ferocious battles of World 
War II returned Tuesday to 
this island whose name has 
become synonymous with 
war. 

This time, they were here 
to remember, not to fight. 

Chester Foulke, 71, of Las 
Vegas, Nevada, came ashore 
in an assault landing 50 years 
ago. This time he arrived by a 
chartered 727 from Saipan. 

“I have no qualms about 
coming here again." he said. 
“You have good memories 
and bad memories. You have 
to deal with them both.” 

In 36 days of fighting on 
the ground that began on 
Feb. 19, 1945, 6,821 Amer- 
icans and most of the 22.000 
Japanese who tried to defend 
the tiny Pacific island of Iwo 
Jima were killed. Only 1,083 
Japanese survived. 

Some 880 U.S. veterans of 
the battle and their families 
met 110 Japanese survivors 
late in the morning. 
Together, they sat on folding 
chairs on the tropical beach 
where the battle had raged 
and listened to speeches from 
both sides remembering the 
pain of the battle. 

Many charted amicably, 
but some had mixed feelings 
about being there. 

“Nearly all of my subordin- 
ates died," Kenichi Yoshrfu- 
ku, 77 a former Japanese 
officer, told the Kyodo News 
Service. “I cannot but fed 
doubts about the joint memo- 
rial service between Japan 
and the United Stastes. but I 
•decided to attend.” 

“I still feel a little funny,” 
said Charles Lindberg, 71. 
also a veteran of the 5th 
Marine Division. "But those 
things, well, you have to let 
go of them. Maybe meeting 


them will help." 

Most of the U.S. veterans 
wore street clothes, but a few 
were in full dress uniform. 
Some sported white com- 
memorative caps and match- 
ing T-shirts. A few had med- 
als pinned to their chests. 

Most of the Japanese 
veterans dressed more for- 
mally, in jackets and ties. 
Some wore navy blue caps 
with the Japanese characters 
for “Iwo Jima" inscribed in 
gold lettering. 

Along with the veterans, 
the United States was repre- 
sented by Marine Corps 
Commandant Gen. Carl. 
Mundy Jr.. Navy Secretary 
John Dalton and Walter 
Mondale, Washington's 
ambassador to Japan. 

“The Pacific was once an 
ocean of blood, but it is now 
a place of peace and prosper- 
ity, because America and 
Japan are working together,” 
Mr. Mondale told reporters. 

Japan, which has expressed 
concern over the handling of 
several other ceremonies 
marking 50th war anniverar- 
ies, did not send any cabinet- 
level ministers to the Iwo 
Jima ceremony. 

The Tokyo government' 
was reportedly worried that 
the ceremony would focus 
too much on America's vic- 
tory, and east Japan in a 
negative light. U.S. Marine 
officials coordinating the 
ceremony say such fears were 
unfounded, and stressed it 
was mostly a remembrance 
for the dead. 

Japan was represented by a 
deputy chief o f jt§ defence 

YoheiKono y«n^»em^n- 
vitation and sent an underling 
and issued a statement which 
extended his “deepest condo- ’ 
fences.” 

“Japan and the United 
States have overcome the de- 


plorable rupture brought ab- 
out by the war, ana have 
forged a close and coopera- 
tive relationship,” the state- 
ment said. 

Iwo Jima was a particularly 
bitter defeat for Japan. 

Though the tiny volcanic 
island extends only about 
sevenkilometres (4 Vz miles) 
from tip to tip, it was deemed 
a strategic stepping stone 
along the way to the expected 
invasion of Honshu, Japan’s 
main island. Japan surren- 
dered after the atomic bomb- 
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasa- 
ki, making that invasion un- 
necessary. 

Bombing raids on Iwo Jima 
from aircraft carriers began 
in June 1944, and by Feb. 19 
landing Iwo Jima was an 
eerie, moon-like crag. 

Under the command of 
Lt.-Gen. Tadamichi Kuri- 
bayashi, the dug-in Japanese 
forces fou^it almost to the 
last man. 

More marines were killed 
on Iwo Jima than in any other 
single battle. Twenty-seven 
medals of honour were 
awarded to marines and 
sailors for valour there, also 
more than for any other sing- 
le operation of the war. 

Iwo Jima also became a 
symbol of the war because of 
the famous photograph of 
U.S. soldiers raising the flag 
atop Mount Suribaclu taken 
by AP photographer Joe 
Rosenthal. 

The island is once again 
covered with a lush blanket 
of jungle. Whales can be seen 
swimming in the deep blue 
waters that surround the is- 
land. 

Iwo Jima's black beaches 
continue to give up’ rusted 
bullets, and somewhere in its 
countless caves and tunnels 
are the remains of thousands 
of fallen soldiers. 


Kazakh 
MPs fight 
parliament 
dissolution 

ALMA-ATA (R) — A 
majority of deputies from 
Kazakhstan's disbanded par- 
liament met Tuesday and 
vowed to fight a dissolution 
order by President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev. 

A total of 130 deputies 
from the' 177-seat body, 
meeting, jn the parliament 
building', backed a motion 
which said there were no 
grounds for the legislature to 
be declared illegitimate. 

They said they would pre- 
pare a legal case to show Mr. 
Nazarbayev there was no 
reason to disband parlia- 
ment. 

The veteran kazakh leader 
said Saturday he was dis- 
banding parliament in line 
with a Maxdi 6 Constitutional 
Court ruling that said elec- 
tions held in March 1994 
were seriously flawed. 

Rebel deputies, led by wri- 
ter and anti-nuclear campaig- 
ner Olzhas Suleimenov, ac- 
cuse Mr. Nazarbayev of using 
the ruling to get rid of a 
parliament that is not com- 
pliant, and rule by decree. 

The rebel deputies stressed 
they did not seek confronta- 
tion with Mr. Nazarbayev, a 
highly respected figure in the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States and in the West in 
spite of his former Commun- 
ist credentials. 

But the crisis still repre- 
sents one of the biggest chal- 
lenges to Mr. Nazarbayev’s 
authority. 

A former Soviet politburo 
member, Mr. Nazarbayev, 
55, kept a tight grip on power 
after the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed in 1991. 

Under his leadership, 
Kazakhstan has allowed fore- 
ign oil and gas companies to 
sign lucrative deals to exploit 
the vast territory’s huge ener- 
gy resources. 

The deputies said Tuesday 
they had been locked out of 
their offices and phone lines 
had been cut. Bur they man- 
aged to hold a spirited session 
under Mr. Suleimenov's 
chairmanship. 

Mr. Suleimenov, Kazakh- 
stan’s best known opposition 
politician, told journalists af- 
ter the meeting: "The execu- 
tive and judicial powers have 
taken revenge on parlia- 
ment.” 

Mr. Suleimenov won wide- , 
spread recognition when he 
led a campaign to stop nuc- 
lear testing at Kazakhstan's 
Semipalatinsk site. 

He said Tuesday that if 
deputies were denied access 
to the parliament building 
they would reconvene at the 
headquarters of his opposi- 
tion People’s Congress Party. 

Top officials from the dis- 
banded parliament were ab- 
sent from the meeting Tues- 
day as were 42 deputies loyal 
to Mr. Nazarbayev who were 
among a so-called “presiden- 
tial list” of hand-picked 
candidates for the 1994 elec- 
tion. 



Grew members of the USA-Rnssia joint space 
night (from left to right) American Norman 
Thagard, Russian Commander Vladimir De- 
zhurov and engineer Gennady Strefcalov talk 


together during a press conference in Baiko- 
nur a day before their departure hi the 
Russian rocket “Soyuz” I AFP photo) 


1st astronaut in Russian craft blasts off 


BAIKONUR, Kazakhstan 
(R) — Norman Thagard, the 
first American astronaut to 
fly in a Russian rocket, 
blasted off from the icy wind- 
swept plains of Kazakhstan 
Tuesday at the start of an 
historic space mission. 


The Soyuz rocket carrying 
light Com- 


Thagard, Russian; 
mander Vladimir Dezhurov 
and engineer Gennady Stre- 
kalov lifted off smoothly to 
the applause of officials, 
spectators and guests at the 
remote Baikonur Cosmod- 


tbe flam es from the rocket's 
boosters. The fire was quick- 
ly put oat and caused only 
min or damage. 

The head of Russia’s Milit- 
ary Space Forces, Vladimir 
Ivanov, compared the mis- 
sion to the meeting in space 
20 years ago between the 
U.S. Apollo and Soviet 


-tome. 

Thagard, 51, will spend 90 
days on the orbiting Mir sta- 
tion in the longest space mis- 
sion undertaken by a U.S. 
astronaut. 

One of his mam malts will 
be to study the effects of a 
long period in near-zero grav- 
ity — a building block in 
creating a permanently man- 
ned multi-billion dollar orbit- 
space station dubbed 


“Remember the first Apol- 
lo mission... many good 
words were said then. Now, 
veterans of that flight meet 
and remember it like people 
remembered the meeting on 
the Elbe (when U.S. and 
Soviet forces linked up at the 
end of World War II),” he 
said. 

Thagard earlier made an 
emotional farewell to his wife 


in 


Alpha. 

The three-phase construc- 
tion of the space station, due 
to be completed in June 2002, 
brings Moscow ami Washing- 
ton together with Canada, 
the European Space Agency 
and Japan in a programme to 
create a permanent orbiting 
science centre. 

“We've come a long way in 
just a few years,” said Will 
Trafton, one of the NASA 
officials in charge of the 
space station programme. 

“To see a U.S. astronaut 
sitting there for the first time 
in a Russian space suit, next 
to his Russian commander — 
I think it's wonderful.” 

The ground shuddered for 
kilometres around as the 
Soyuz rocket, trailing a cloud 
of orange flame, dawed its 
way into the air with a mighty 
roar towards Mir, where it 
will dock Thursday. 

An American tourist who 
had come from Texas to watch 
the launch waved die Stars 
and Stripes as the crowd of 
journalists, officials and 
guests applauded and 
cheered. 

“This is history in the mak- 
ing,” said Trafton. “It is 
something of a strange feel- 
ing, but it’s also a great feel- 
ing." 

The spectators cheered 
again as the rocket entered 
orbit after exactly 10 mi- 
nutes. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said a small fire broke out on 
the launch pad after the high 
winds, which gusted at up to 
40 metres a second, spread 
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Russian Soyuz TM-21 
spacecraft lifts off from the 
Baikonur cosmodrome (Tues- 
day) t a king American astro- 
naut Norman Thagard and 
Russians Vladimir Dezfawov 
and Gennady Strefcalov, on a 
historic mission to the Rus- 
sian space station Mir. Tha- 
gart, 51 is the first U.S. astro- 
naut blasted into space in a 
Russian rocket (AFP photo) 


and three sons in their final 
meeting before the launch. 
“Love you,” he said before 
leaving the specially sterilised 
room to don his blue Russian 
space suit. 

A highlight of the mission 
will be a link-up in June with 
the U.S. space shuttle Atlan- 
tis. Aboard the shuttle, the 
100th U.S. manned space 
mission, will be five U.S. 
astronauts and two Russian 
cosmonauts. 

Meanwhile the U.S. shut- 
tle Endeavour pointed its 
three ultraviolet telescopes 
toward Venus Monday to 
help scientists search for 
argon and helium, and the 
crew wished fellow astronaut 
Thagard a “wonderful trip" 
aboard the Russian space sta- 
tion Mir. 

The telescopes also have 
been studying Mars and Jupi- 
ter during Endeavour's latest 
mission. 

In turns out the most diffi- 
cult target for Endeavour’s 
ultraviolet telescopes isn’t a 
quasar some 10 billion light 
yean away, it’s our very own 
moon. 

One of the orbiting instru- 
ments snapped die first ultra- 
violet pictures of the moon 
Sunday, a feat similar to 
photographing a road sign 
while passing it in a speeding 
car. 

Astronomer Randy Glad- 
stone of the Southwest Re- 
search Institute said our 
nearest celestial neighbour 
was by far the toughest target 
of Endeavour’s planned 15 
ttrday flight. 

Endeavour's telescopes 
can zoom in on stars at die 
edge of the known universe 
with ease, but they struggle 
to focus on the moon — a 
mere 250,000 miles (400,000 
kilometres) away — because 
it and die shuttle move so 
quickly around die Earth. 

To make things even more 
difficult, the moon is so 
bright that it can throw off 
the telescopes' alignment sys- 
tem. 

But Gladstone, with help 
from other scientists on the 
ground and the astrophysi- 
cists aboard Endeavour, was 
able to collect 12 images of 
the waxing moon. 

He won't know bow the 
70-millimetre pictures turn 
out until after the shuttle 
crew return home, but he was 
optimistic. 

“All our exposures went 
off as planned and we think 
we’ll really get some good 
images,” he said. 


Forrest Gump 
gains Oscar 
momentum 


BEVERLY HILLS, Califor- 
nia (AP) — Forrest Gump 
added a bonbon to its box of 
chocolates — and could wind 
up with an Oscar for dessert 1? 
The Directors Guild of “ r ‘ 
America gave its top award 
to Robert Zemeckis, making 
his feel-good epic a virtual 
shoo-in for an Academy 
Award on March 27. Almost 
every DGA winner repeats 
not only as die Best Director, 
but also wins the Best Picture 
Oscar. The last three DGA 
winners — the makers of The 
Silence Of The Lambs, Un- 
forgiven and Schindler's List 
— all have swept top prizes at 
the Academy Awards. For- 
rest Gump, starring Tom 
Hanks as a good-hearted sim- 
pleton who becomes a hero, 
has received 13 Academy 
Award nominations. “I’m 
really nervous now," 
Zemeckis said after the DGA 
named him best director 
Saturday in Beverly Hills. 

The other nominees included 
Frank Darabont for The 
Shawshank Redemption and 
Mike Newell for Four Wed- 
dings And A Funeral. But 
Zemeckis, a protege of 
Steven Spielberg, faced the 
strongest competition from 
Quentin Tarantino, the co- 
writer and director of Pulp 
Fiction. Since DGA votes are 
younger (and, by extension, 
hipper) than those in the 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, Taranti- 
no's best Pulp Fiction 
chances may be lost. 
‘‘Obviously, what makes this 
moment so significant is it 
comes from my fellow direc- 
tors,” Zemeckis said in 
accepting the '.prize. “Movie 
directing is Exhilarating, ex- 
hausting, addicting, painfol, 
rewarding and a very cool 
job.” 
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Cindy Crawford 
made $6.5m in 
1994 
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Defence grills key Simpson witness 


LOS ANGELES (R) — O.J. 
the c 


Simpson may be the' one fac- 
ing double-murder charges, 
but it is police detective Mark 
Fuhrman who now finds him- 
self on trial, under attack and 
accused of framing an inno- 
cent man. 

In day one of a long- 
awaited confrontation, famed 
Attorney F. Lee Bailey stood 
before a mostly black jury 
Monday and unveiled the de- 
fence team’s theory — that 
Mr. Fuhrman is a racist rogue 
cop who may have planted 
bloody evidence to implicate 
Simpson. 

ly, firmly and without 

ever raising his voice despite 
Mr. Bailey’s accusatory tone, 
Mr. Fuhnnan — a key pro- 
secution witness — demed he 
ever met a woman who says 
he railed against interracial 
couples and made racist re- 
marks to her in the mid- 
1980s. 

But Mr. Bailey — whose 
theatrical style has prompted 
comparisons to legendary TV . 
detective Perry Mason — 
continued hammering away 
at turn, finally asking point- 
blank if he had used a bloody 
love to smear blood inside 
limpson’s Ford Bronco. 

Mr. Fuhrman laughed 
almost derisively. “No,” he. 
replied. 

During nearly three hours 
of cross-examination, it 
seemed almost as if Mr. 


Fuhnnan was the one on trial 
instead of Simpson, who is 


charged with murdering his 
Brown Su 


ex-wife Nicole Brown Simp- 
son and her friend Ron Gold- 
man last June 12. 

Mr. Fuhrman has been the 
defence team’s main target 
from the moment he testified 
at last July’s preliminary 
hearing about finding a 
bloody glove at Simpson's 
estate the morning after the 
murders. Its match was found 
near the bodies two miles 
away. 

Getting his first crack at 
Mr. Fuhnnan, Mr. Bailey 
grilled him relentlessly, at 
one point confronting him 
with the suggestion that there 
were two gloves at the mur- 
der scene and that he moved 
one of them to Simpson's 
mansion. 


alone just afew feet from the 
victims’ bodies, a revelation 
that could be used to support 
defence cl aims that he had an 
opportunity to pocket a glove 
from the murder scene. 

Mr. Fuhnnan also admit- 
ted he was “disappointed'' 
when he and his partner were 
relieved of responsibility for 
the high-profile investigation 
by more senior detectives 
from the Police Department's 
main Homicide Bureau. 


Bailey suggested that ( 


“Did you see a couple of 
gloves up there?” Mr. Bailey 


i 


asked. 

“No,*] Fuhnnan said with* 
out hesitation. “I saw one 
glove.” 

Nevertheless, legal 
analysts said Mr. Bailey — 
who has defended such high- 
profile clients as Boston 
strangler Albert Del Salvo - 
and newspaper heiress Patty 
Hearst — may have scored a 
few major points. 

Under dose questioning, 
Mr. Fuhrman testified for the 
first time that he was briefly 


Mr. Fuhnnan was so bitter 
that he would have doqe any- 
thing — even frame an inno- 
cent man — to look like the 
hero who cracked the case. 

The defence team has so 
far presented not a shred of 
proof to back their claim of 
evidence tampering, but legal 
experts say Mr. Bailey’s well- 
crafted questions alone could 
be enough to sow doubt in 
jurors’ minds. 


me: dissent 1 


NEW YORK (AP) — Cindy 
Crawford, the 28-year-old 
American glamour girl whose 
business zeal has earned her 
the nickname Cindy Inc., 
made about $6.5 million in 
1994, making her the world’s 
top-paid model, forbes re- 
ports. The twice-monthly 
business glossy, famed for 
rankings of the richest Amer- 
icans, highest-paid entertain- 
ers and highest-paid athletes, 
pronounced Crawford the 
top earner in its latest rank- 
ing concoction. “Forbes Per- 
fect 10,” appearing in the 
March 27 issue. Forbes attri- 
buted Crawford's modeling 
that has linked the names of 
fashion celebrities with en- 
dorsements of products that 
range from soda pop to 
jewellery to panty hose. 

“Like professional athletes, 
they're capitalising on this 
mass recognition value by 
creating their own product 
lines and lending their 
names, faces and figures to 
manufacturers for fees that 
earlier generations of models 
could only dream of,” the 
magazine said. Crawford, 
through her company Craw- 
daddy Inc., makes most of 
her money from Pepsi com- 
mercials, her MTV show 
House Of Style, and seven- 
figure endorsement contracts 
with Kay Jewelers and Re- 
vlon, Forbes said. She made 
about as much last year as 
Swedish tennis pro Stefan 
Edberg, who ranked 23rd in 
the most recent Forbes top- 
40 athletes ranking. Round- . 
mg out the magazine’s top- ; 
paid modeling list: German 
Claudia Schiffer, 24, $5.3 
million; American Christy 
Turlington, 26, $4.8 million; 

Canadian Linda Evangelista, 

29, 53.0 million; Australian 
Elje Macpherson, 30, $3.0 
million; American Niki , 

Taylor, 20, $2.4 million; Ita- (fc? 
lian Isabella Rossellini, 42,' j; J 
$2.3 million; Briton Kate V 

Moss, 21, $2.2 million; Bri- ^ 
ton Nanmi r->mn)u!l OA 7 


r. 



arre 


ton Naomi Campbell, 24, ■ .. ^ 

$2.1 million; and American ; 'r. 
Bridget Hall, 17, $2.0 mil- 


lion. 

80-year-old 
woman wins 
divorce 




V. 


Throughout Mr. Bailey’s 
first day of cross- 
examination, jurors listened 
intently but without express- 
ion. Some shifted their gaze 
and forth from Mr! 
Bailor to Mr. Fuhrman as if 


* “UIUW11 4S 

watching a tennis match. 
Mr. Fuhrman was due to 


— uuc in 

returo to the witness stand 
Tuesday, and Mr. Bailey was 
*j*pected to by to probe more 
dwply into his racial atti- 


SEOUL (AFP) — An 80- 
year-old South Korean 
woman was granted a divorce 


/ft 


here after suffering 59 years 

of abuse from her husband s 



Times said the woman, who 
lived in Seoul, had raised a '■ 

child by a surrogate mother 
as well as adopted her sister’s - ar „ 
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Citizens of Benkovac, a Serbian held town in Croatia, dig * 
trench in the area overlooking the town. Croatian President 
fraqjo Tndfmaa has agreed to extend the stay of tJ.N. 




troops la Croatia, but only as a sharply reduced contingent 
(AFP photo) 


S. Africa’s Zulu row ends up in court 


DURBAN, South Africa 
(AFP) — A blazing row be- 
tween Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini and Inkatha Free- 
dom Party (IFP) leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi over the 
future of the Zulu monarchy 1 
Tuesday landed up in court. 

The king, believing Mr. 
Buthelezi is trying to de- 
throne him, applied in the 
Pietermaritzburg Supreme 
Court for a law which allows 
for the removal of the 
monarch to be declared null 
.and void, royal spokesman 
Sfiso Zulu told a press con- 
ference. 

Mr. Zulu said King Zwe- 


lithini is challenging the crea- 
tion of the House' of Tradi- 
tional Leaders, which has the 
authority to withdraw the 
king's powers and functions. 

Legislation establishing the 
80-member body, made up 
mostly of IFP-aligned tradi- 
tional chiefs and chaired by 
Mr. Buthelezi, was passed by 
the KwaZulu-Natal provin- 
cial legislature late last year 
thanks to the IFP’s one-seat 
majority. 

The king, Mr. Zulu said,* 
claims the bill was rushed 
through the legislature by the 
IFP and believes it “un- 
acceptable" that he, as titular 


head of the province’s appro- 
ximately 300 chiefs, was not 
consulted about its creation. 

“Certain provisions of the 
law on the House of Tradi- 
tional Leaders are of great 
concern to the king, particu- 
larly those that give the 
fchiefs) authority over the 
king.. .and power to dethrone 
the king,” Mr. Zulu said. 

Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress and two 
ANC-aligned chiefs have 
separately instituted legal 
proceedings against the pro- 
vincial government in an 
attempt to have the legisla- 
tion overturned. 




Cuban leader Fidel Castro deft) gestures as in Paris after attending a luncheon given in his 
French President Francois Mitterrand stands honour. Castro is on a three-day visit to 
with him outside the presidential Ely see Palace France (AFP photo) 

Balladur dissents from welcome for Castro 


PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
distanced himself Tuesday 
from the red-carpet welcome 
granted to Cuban President 
Fidel Castro by outgoing 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

“I am not convinced that in 
the current circumstances, 
there were grounds to give a 
spectacular character to rela- 
tions between France and 
Cuba,” Mr. Balladur, a con- 
servative candidate in April- 
May presidential elections, 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Balladur said the U.S. 
economic embargo on Cuba 
was adopted at a time when 
Washington felt its security 
was threatened but was no 
longer justified in a changed 
world. 

He said France had to deal 
with foreign governments 
even when it had little sym- 
pathy with their human rights 
record or their respect for 
freedom. “This applies to 
Mr. Castro as it does to 
others,” he said. 

But in a rare public differ- 
ence with Mr. Mitterrand on 
foreign policy, the Prime 
Minister said he saw no 
reason for a spectacular 


wanning of ties with Cuba at 
this time. 

Asked why he had not met 
Mr. Castro during the Marx- . 
ist revolutionary leader's cur- 
rent four-day visit to France, 
Mr. Bahadur said: “He did 
not ask to be received.” 

Mr. Castro was playing 
tourist Thursday morning in 
the French capital and began 
his day by visiting the tomb of 
Napoleon at the Invalides. 

The Cuban leader, who 
donned his traditional milit- 
ary uniform for the occasion, 
was accompanied by an aide 
carrying a Michelin guide of 
the French capital. 

He arrived at the Invalides 
at about 0830 GMT and vi- 
sited the site for some 30 
minutes. He later visited the 
Louvre Museum and the Eif- 
fel Tower. 

This is Mr. Castro’s first 
visit to France since he took 
power in January 1959. 

Mr. Castro began his first 
visit to France with a blister- 
ing attack on American “im- 
perialism” seeking global 
domination. 

Using the platform of a 
United Nations organisation 
— the U.N. Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Orga- 


nisation — Mr. Castro deli- 
vered a fiery speech largely 
taking aim at the United 
States. 

Washington “wants to con- 
trol the outcome of the 
world/’ Mr. Castro said, “the 
complete hegomony of this 
one country... scorns 
sovereignty and scorns peace- 
i ful settlement of disputes." 

It is only Mr. Castro’s third 
visit to Western Europe since 
his revolutionaries won pow- 
er in Cuba. He visited Spain 
in 1984 and 1992. 

At UNESCO he de- 
nounced the U.S. embargo of 
Cuba as a “criminal block- 
ade” that victimises children, 
women, the elderly and the 
sick. 

Earlier, Mr. Castro was 
welcomed at the presidential 
palace with the kind of pomp 
accorded heads of state. He 
said his groundbreaking visit 
to France marked the end of 
“apartheid” imposed by the 
West on Cuba for 36 years. 

“This morning, touching 
French soil, I said to myself, 
“this is it. Apartheid is over,”' 
Mr. Castro told President 
Francois Mitterrand during a 
luncheon at the Eiysee 
Palace. 


Karachi arrest toll reaches 400 


KARACHI (Agencies) — 
Despite 400 arrests in four 
days, none of the suspects has 
been charged in any of the 
recent maw killings that have 
convulsed Karachi, police 
said Tuesday. 

Shahid Hamid, the home 
secretary for Sind province, 
which includes Karachi, said 
Monday that six suspected 
terrorists were among those 
picked up in the city-wide 
roundup that began Satur- 
day. 

But police officials, who 
requested anonymity, said 
Tuesday that none of the 400 
had been charged with se- 
rious crimes. Many of those 
arrested are suspects in petty 
crimes and were out on bail, 
one source said. 

“The arrests are just an 
eyewash to make it look like 
something is happening," 
said Nazim Haji, co- 
chairman of the Citizens- 
Police Liaison Committee, a 
private group that works with 
police, but is often critical of 
the force. 

"If these dangerous sus- 
pects have always been there, 
then why didn’t the police 
arrest them earlier?" he told 
the Associated Press.. 

Mr. Hamid, the home 
secretary, said the terrorist 


suspects were linked to prom- 
inent organisations, including 
the Mohajir Quarrti Move- 
ment, a political opposition 
group, and Tehrik-E-Jafria 
Pakistan, a hardline Shi’ite 
Muslim group. 

But leaders from both 
organisations denied their 
members were involved in 
any recent attacks and chal- 
lenged the authorities to pro- 
vide proof. There have been 
about a dozen terrorist 
attacks in Karachi this year, 
but none of the cases has 
been solved. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto has blamed rival 
ethnic, political, and religious 
groups, and also has accused 
the country's drug barons. 

Meanwhile, an FBI team 
continued to search for dues 
into last week's shooting 
death of two American di- 
plomatic personnel who 
worked U.S. consulate in 
Karachi. 

The Americans are offer- 
ing $2 million for information 
leading to the killers, but 
there nave been no break- 
throughs so far. 

An army of up to 4,000 
extremists funded by drug 
barons is stirring up the chro- 
nic violence that has left 
more than 1,000 dead over 


the past year in Karachi, a 
police offidal said Tuesday. 

Preliminary investigations 
after the arrest of 350 people 
in a two-day clampdowp in 
the sprawling port dty indi- 
cated that traffickers were 
the cause of Karachi's strife, 
government officials said. 

Karachi Police Chief Afzal 
Shigri claimed that 3,000 to 
4,000 extremists were active- 
ly involved in creating unrest. 

Many of those arrested are 
members of ethnic and secta- 
rian parties and at least six 
have been charged with ter- 
rorism, be said. 

The statements have 
turned the spotlight from In- 
dia, long blamed by the gov- 
ernment as being the cause of 
Karachi problems, to drug 
gangs. But observers say the 
authorities may be “oversim- 
plifying complex problem." 

A sectarian party activist 
told AFP that the “sudden 
fluny of activity and arrests 
were simply meant to pacify 
the Americans and subdue 
international criticism." 

Pakistan has faced intense 
pressure to act tough over 
Karachi after the two U.S. 
consular officials were shot 
dead last week. 


9 French troops killed in Bosnia road accident 

Akashi: Bosnian situation ‘critical’ 


French 
Socialist 
leader 
faces jail 
demand 


SAINT-BRIEUC, France 
(Agencies) — A prosecutor 
demanded Tuesday a two- 
day suspended prison sent- 
ence for French Socialist Par- 
ty leader Henri Emmanuelli, 
accused of illegal funding 
practices for his movement. 

Mr. Emmanuelli is one of 
17 people on trial in a series 
of corruption or party fund- 
ing cases involving all of 
France’s major political par- 
ties, which are being held 
against the backdrop of cam- 
paigning for the April-May 
presidential election. 

Public Prosecutor Yves 
Boivin requested the punish- 
ment against Emmanuelli on 
charges of complicity in influ- 
ence peddling when he was 
Socialist Party treasurer from 
1988 to 1991, including the 
May 1988 re-election of 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

The trial revolves around ! 
the Urba Consultancy Firm, | 
staffed by Socialist militants 1 
or sympathisers, and said to 
■ have been involved in taking 
rake-offs from public con- 
tracts;,-, ■ : n • 

JTKe -.prosecution • alleges' 
that .companies seeking pub- 
lic works contracts paid com- 
missions to such firms which 
were then funnelled into 
Socialist Party coffers. 

Mr. Boivin asked for three 
of the accused to be cleared 
of charges but for punish- 
ments against the others in- 
cluding several thxee-year- 
terms, only part of which 
would be suspended. , 

He brushed aside Mr. 
Emmanuelli 's denial of in- 
volvement saying “of course 
you knew very well how Urba 
worked. As party treasurer 
you made the decisions.” 

Mr. Emmannelli told the 
court last week he was never 
involved in Urba’s manage- 
ment. 

But he said under ques- 
tioning be had met Urba 
Chairman Gerard Monate 
two or three times a year to 
discuss the party budget and 
“no doubt, like many Social- 
ist Party leaders, asked him 
to help some elected office 
holder.” 

Mr. Boivel also asked for a 
suspended two-year-sentence 
against Mr. Monate who 
worked at Urba after being 
long-time president of the 
main French Policemen's Un- 


Mr. Emmanuelli, 49, un- 
successful contender for the 
Socialist presidential nomina- 
tion, said he had suffered 
“three years of calumny” af- 
ter being indicted in the Urba 
case in 1992. 

A former party treasurer 
and National Assembly 
speaker, he resigned his seat 
in parliament when he came 
under investigation but was 
later comfortably re-elected. 

Meanwhile Jacques Chir- 
ac, the leading candidate in 
French presidential elections, 
Monday announced his per- 
sonal worth — 7.2 million 
francs (about S1.4 million) — 
in a bow to public pressure on 
contenders to stay strictly 
above board. 

The figure shows that Mr. 
Chirac, the mayor of Paris, is 
three times poorer than pre- i 
mier Edouard Balladur who j 
divulged his worth Friday — j 
about 21.1 million francs j 
(S4.2 million). ! 

Both men are conserva- 
tives from the same party, the 
Rally For the Republic, giv- 
ing a bitter edge to the cam- 
paign to replace Socialist 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, ending a second seven- 
year term in May. 

Neither of the candidates 
divulged his real worth when 
laying out his “state of patri- 
mony." But it could be de- 
duced from the taxes paid. 

There is no law requiring 
candidates to divulge their 
worth, although the winner 
must. 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.N. envoy Yasushi Akashi 
(eft Sarajevo empty-handed 
Tuesday after two days of 
talks with Bosnian govern- 
ment and separtist Sera lead- 
ers that failed to yield even a 
face-face meeting of the com- 
batants. 

"The situation is serious 
and I would even say critic- 
al,” Mr. Akashi told repor- 
ters before boarding a flight 
back to U.N. Protection 
Force Headquarters in Zag- 
reb. 

“Unless .we do something 
in the next two to three weeks 
a further degradation and re- 
sumption of fighting is 
feared.” 

Mr. Akashi flew into the 
Bosnian capital Sunday to 
breathe new life into a truce 
agreement which has begun 
to unravel. 

A Serb maebinegunner 
shot a hole in Mr. Akasbi’s 
plane as he arrived on his 
mission, the first of many 
signs the U.N. special envoy 
encountered during his viist 
confirming Bosnia’s slow 
slide back towards war. 

Enraged by the sniping 
deaths of two young Serb 
girls in Sarajevo Saturday, 
Serb leaders closed the only 
remaining civilian supply 
roads — know as “blue 
routes'’ — into the dty, in- 
tensified their own sniping 
and resumed shelling. 


Three people were killed 
and another eight wounded 
in scattered fighting which 
erupted across the dty as Mr. 
Akashi met with government 
leaders at Bosnia’s presiden- 
cy building. 

He then visited Serb lead- 
ers in Pale, east of Sarejvo, 
Monday. Mr. Akashi told re- 
porters each ride was blaming 
the other for the rise in hosti- 
lities across Bosnia. 

“While both sides are still 
committed to the imple- 
mentation of this (truce) gov- 
ernment, both sides are 
accusing each other of bad 
faith/* be said. 

Mr. Akashi said the stick- 
ing point blocking future 
meetings between the two 
factions was the bine route 
issue. 

Government negotiators 
were demanding the roads in 
and out of Sarajevo be 
opened as a precondition for 
such meetings, with the Serbs 
so far refusing. 

A Bosnian minister said 
Mr. Akashi told the govern- 
ment that Serb General Rat- 
ko Mladic had pledged to 
keep Sarajevo closed for 30 
days for each Serb killed in 
fighting around the city. 

Observers in Sarajevo sayd 
differences between the two 
sides run much deeper than 
foe blue routes. 

The Bosnian government 
explicitly rales out extending 


the current truce agreement 
when it expires on May 1 
unless separatist Serbs agree 
to the intenational peace plan, 
for Bosnia drafted last sum- 
mer. 

Serbs have repeatedly re- 
jected the plan’s roughly 
even division of Bosnia, 
which would require them to 
give up about one-third of the 
70 per cent of the country 
they now control. 

Mr. Akashi was clearly dis- 
couraged by the results of his 
trip but pledged to persevere. 
“I go through disappoint- 
ments but I refuse to give up 
our efforts,” he said. 

Mr. Akashi said he had yet 
to examine foe details of a 
deal struck over the weekend 
to allow U.N. peacekeepers 
to stay in Croatia beyond 
March 31, when, their current 
mandate expires. 

Croatian President Fmajo 
Tudjman agreed to keep an 
international peace force if it 
started monitoring borders 
with Serb-held Bosnia and 
Serbia now held by rebel 
Croatian Serbs. 

Mr. Akashi said Bosnian 
leader Radovan Kradzic had 
“expressed considerable con- 
cern’’ about such border 
monitoring arrangements in 
talks Monday. 

Meanwhile, nine French 
U.N. soldiers were killed and 
four seriously hurt Tuesday 
morning in a road accident on 


Mount igman near Sarajevo, 
foe U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) said here. 

This brought to 31 the 
number of French 
peacekeepers killed in the 
former Yugoslavia since their 
deployment in September 
1991. 

All 13 were aboard an 
armoured vehicle, travelling 
on a mountain road, wheib 
rumbled into a 40 metre deep 
ravine, unit spokesman Cap- 
tain Marc Frigiere said. 

The accident occurred on 
foe strategic height south of 
Sarajevo. All the men were 
from the 27th Mountain In- 
fantry Division. 

The names of the victims 
were to be released once 
families had been notified. 

Three helicopters took part 
in rescue operations which 
lasted several hours in very 
difficult terrain, Capt. Fri- 
giere said. 

Mr. Akashi, who was in 
town, extended his condo- 
lences to the families of the 
dead soldiers and to the 
French government. 

The accident reflected the 
“hazards of peacekeeping,” 
be said'. 

French Prime Minister and 
presidential candidate 
Edouard Balladur also 
offered his condolences to 
foe families of the victims. 


U.K. Labour policy- makers ditch Marxist clause 


LONDON (AP) — The 
opposition Labour Party’s 
policy-making Executive 
Committee Monday agreed 
to drop a cherished Marxist 
clause on state ownership 
from the party’s constitution. 

“This is a defining moment 
in my party’s history,” de- 
clared Labour leader Tony 
Blair, who polls indicate is 
well ahead of John Major to 
become Britain's next prime 
minister. 

. The Nation Executive 
Committee of party leaders . 
and trade union chiefs Voted 
21-3, with five abstentions, to . 
erase the party's 77-year-old 
commitment to "common . 
ownership of the means of 
production, distribution and 
exchange.” 


The decision now appears 
almost certain to be ratified 
at a special meeting of the 
party rank-and-file in Lon- 
don on April 29. 

A new draft to replace a 
section of foe constitution's 
Cause IV declared foe party 
committed to “putting pow- 
er, wealth and opportunity in 
foe hands of the many, not 
the few.” 

In another victory, Mr. 
Blair succeeded in thwarting 
an attempt by union bosses to 
include in foe hew Cause IV 
a commitment tp full. employ- 
ment — an aim be regards as 
unrealistic. 

“We have a strong set of 
aims and values ...we can win 
the trust of the British people 


to govern/' said Mr. Blair. 

On Saturday, the Scottish 
Labour Party — much of 
which is to the left of English 
activists — voted to ditch foe 
public ownership clause. 

Dropping the clause is key 
to Mr. Blair’s drive to remod- 
el the party which, despite 
attempts since the mid-80s to 
push it toward the centre, has 
lost four consecutive elec- 
tions to. foe Conservatives. 

Labour, however, now 
appears unbeatable for foe 
next election, which must be 
held by early 3997. For more 
than a year. Labour has been 
at record or near-records 
leads of between 30 and 40 
points in opinion polls. 

Labour left-wingers ex- 


pressed dismay at Monday's 
vote. 

“We should take back 
coal, rail and water into pub- 
lic ownership when a Labour 
government is elected,” said 
Dennis Skinner, a veteran 
left-wing legislator on the 
party’s Central Committee. 
“We’ve got the Tories on foe 
ran. What is this all about? Is 
the next step to sever the link 
with the trade unions?” 

Labour, founded at the 
turn. of. the century by labour 
unions, is largely bankrolled 
by the unions. 

The Conservatives, which 
get money mostly from big 
business, say this means the 
party is dictated to by foe , 


Indian opposition demands Rao’s resignation 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Hindu nationalists, embol- 
dened by an electoral 
triumph in India’s richest 
state, led the opposition 
Tuesday in demanding that 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao step down. 

As a stormy session of par- 
liament began, the Hindu ' 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), having won 
power in Maharashtra and a 
neighbouring western state, 
Gujarat wasted no time call- 
ing for snap general elec- 
tions. 

“The PM (prime minister) 
should resign,” BJP mem- 
bers, joined by other opposi- 
tion groups, shouted in par- 
liament as it reconvened in 
chaos after a month-long re- 
cess. 

The slogan-shouting 
opposition forced immediate 
recess of the upper house. 

‘The country must have an 
opportunity at foe earliest to 
elect a new government at 
the centre,” the BJP par- 
liamentary party’s Executive 
Committee said late Monday. 

Congress’ main national 
rival, the BJP was hoping to 
catch the political winds 
which have buffeted Mr. 
Rao's party in two rounds of 
state polls. 

On Monday the BJP and 


its Hindu regional ally, the 
Bombay-based Shiv Sena, 
won control of Maharashtra, 
a showcase for economic re- 
forms and the most crucial of 
six states voting in February 
and March. 

Its capital Bombay 
accounts for about 40 per 
cent of national trade ana a 
lion's share of tax revenue. 

The BJP also swept to a 
landslide victory in neigh- 
bouring Gujarat, wresting 
power from Congress. 

“The Narasimha Rao gov- 
ernment has lost whatever 
remaining moral authority it 
had,” a BJP spokesman said. 

“The Congress is tom by 
dissension, it is ravined by 
corruption, and lacks in poli- 
tical direction or philoso- 
phy-” . ^ 

In an embarrassing display 
of squabbling. Congress 
members held a meeting 
Monday aimed at fostering 
unity, only to have it de- 
generate into name-calling 
and fisticuffs between sup- 
porters of Mr. Rao and dissi- 
dent leader Arjun Singh. 

Party workers carried pla- 
cards and shouted slogans in 
support of Sonia Gandhi, the 
widow of slain Prime Minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi who is 
courted by rival factions to 
influence party rank and file. 


Mr. Rao supporters put a 
brave face on foe state elec- 
tions, noting that Congress 
bas won two of four states 
which have announced re- 
sults in the current round of 
balloting. In late 1994, it was 
trounced in the three of four 
states. 

“It could have been much 
worse,” said Congress 
spokesman Vithal Gadgil. 
**We had been expecting 
this.” 

Mr. Rao, who enjoys an 
absolute majority in parlia- 
ment in New Delhi, was ex- 
pected to fend off demands 
for early polls. 

In power since 1991, he bas 
repeatedly said he will serve 
out his five-year term, set to 
end in mid-1996. He has ex- 
pressed a preference to hold 
national elections by April 
1996. 

Mr. Rao supporters say foe 
state elections have turned 
primarily on local issues and 
note that in several key cases 
regional, not national, parties 
have won power. 

No major parties have cal- 
led into question Mr. Rao's 
trademark liberalisation po li- 
nes, which were expected to 
• reive a boost Wednesday 
when Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh was to present 
the government's badget 


covering the next 12 months. 

Characteristically laconic, 
Mr. Rao made no public 
comment on the state polls. 

But the Statesman news- 
paper said in a front-page 
story that Mr. Rao had pri- 
vately raised foe possibility of 
resigning. Mr. Rao told aides 
that “he would not like to be 
perceived as someone who 
has caused disintegration of 
the party,” the newspaper 
said. 

An aide to Mr. Rao denied 
foe Statesman story. 

“The report is completely 
untrue,” the aide said. 

Meanwhile an alliance of 
two rightwing Hindu parties 
which emerged victorious in 
the recent state polls in 
Maharashtra vowed Tuesday 
to rename its capital Bombay 
after a patron saint of this 
financial hub of India. 

The ultra-militant Shiv 
Sena, which spearheaded a 
drive since 1971 to rename 
this city of 12 million people, 
is set to form the government 
with the help of Bharatiya 
Janata Party. 

Shiv Sena wants to rename 
the dty as Mumbai after foe 
Hindu goddess Mumba Devi, 
considered Bombay's patron 
saint. The dty was named 
Bombay during the British 
colonial rale. 


U.S. rules out compromise on N. Korean reactors 


SEOUL (R) — The key U.S. 
negotiator involved in nuc- 
lear talks with Communist 
North Korea said Tuesday 
Washington had ruled out a 
compromise in offering South 
Korean reactors in a land- 
mark deal with Pyongyang. 

Robert Gallucci said the 
United States recognised it 
was a “politically sensitive” 
problem for North Korea to 
accept a South Korean reac- 
tor and added that was a 
main reason for the establish- 
ment last week of a U.S.-led 
consortium. 

The consortium, the Ko- 
rean Peninsula Energy De- 
velopment Organisation 
(KEDO), was “to provide a 
political context or umbrella 
entity to deal with the North 
Koreans to provide the reac- 
tor,’’ he told a forum of 
Asia-Pacific journalists. 

The forum, through a 
satellite link-up to the United 
States, Japan, South Korea, 


Australia and Indonesia, was 
arranged before a fresh 
round of U.S.-North Korean 
talks on March 25-29 in Ber- 
lin on the reactor con- 
troversy. 

Under an accord last Octo- 
ber, North Korea said it 
would freeze its nuclear prog- 
ramme, suspected of being 
aimed at developing a nuc- 
lear arsenal, m return for 
light-water reactors and 
alternative energy supplies. 

But the Stalinist North has 
threatened to walk away 
from the deal if forced to take 
reactors produced by its arch- 
rival, South Korea, a key 
member of KEDO. 

Ambassador-at-large Gal- 
lucci, who signed the accord 
with North Korea on behalf 
of tiie United States in Gene- 
va, said he made it clear to 
Pyongyang that it would have 
to accept South Korean- 
designed reactors. 

Asked if the United States 


ruled out the possibility of 
changing its plan on the type 
of reactors, he said: “I told 
them (North Koreans]) there 
was only one reactor project I 
was able to envision financ- 
ing. That was a South Korean 
reactor. That is the beginning 
and end of the story.” 

Mr. Gallucci said he under- 
stood Seoul’s stand that it 
could shoulder foe bulk of 
foe costs only if foe North 
accepts South Korean- 
designed reactors. 

He said North Korea had 
suggested it could take either 
French, German, Russian or 
American reactors, but 
added: “We are not going to 
be in a position of pressuring 
the people of South Korea to 
pay foe French, the Ger- 
mans, the Russians or... the 
Americans to build foe reac- 
tors for North Korea.” 

Mr. Gallucci said com- 


panies from the United States 
and other KEDO members 
could be sub-contractors for 
the project, costing more 
than $4 billion. 

“We’ve recognised all 
along it is a politically sensi- 
tive move for them. We 
understood that. We have 
tried to provide an adequate 
political context.” he said. 

Mr. Gallucci said any 
break in the North Korean 
nuclear freeze, such as foe 
refuelling of an existing reac- 
tor, would be seen as break- 
ing “the essence of the deal.” 

Such a move would lead to 
retaliatory steps by foe Un- 
ited States and its allies. One 
option would be to refer the 
matter to foe U.N. Security 
Council for consideration of 
sanctions. 

“We will be prepared to 
deal with the situation if they 
decide to break the agree- 
ment,” he said. 
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Key in the air 


THE ISRAELI Labour government led by 
Yitzhak Rabin has no more than a few 
months to conclude a peace agreement with 
Syria and Lebanon. It can clinch a com- 
promise deal now or risk face a disappointed 
Israeli electorate ^ just before the 1996 elec- 
tion campaign kicks off soon. If peace 
between the two principal antagonists is not 
reached by the summer of 1996, a Likud 
government led by Benyamin Netanyahu 
may well be the successor to the ruling 
coalition. 

Syria wants total Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights as a condition to make 
peace and have normal ties with the Jewish 
state. Damascus says that short of achieving 
such a goal it will not be ready to end the 
state of war and seek peaceful relations with 
its neighbour. The Israeli leaders meanwhile 
insist that the Syrians take the first steps 
towards a settlement, as a measure of good 
intentions, and then hope to win a national 
consensus on an Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

The two countries have been negotiating 
on different levels. Including in talks between 
their two envoys in the U.S. and their 
military chiefs of staff . And they apparently 
both agree oil the deployment of U.S. troops 
an the Golan as a buffer between their 
armies. 

Yet what has bogged the negotiations 
down seems to be that the Israelis have so far 
not committed tbemselves.to a full withdraw- 
al from the strategic plateau. Until last week, 
Mr. Rabin was talking only about a phased 
withdrawal “to test the Syrians.” But this 
week with a fresh round of diploma^ by the 
U.S. Secretary of State, there seems to be 
new hope for an early breakthrough. War- 
ren Christopher, still shuttling yesterday 
between the two countries, would only say 
that the two sides were going through “se- 
rious discussions.” But at least one Israeli 
leader, namely Shimon Peres, did come up 
with a good idea on Monday. Instead of 
talking about “phased-withdrawal,” Peres 
finally admitted that his country needs to pay 
the “inevitable price” if it wanted peace with 
Syria. This price was interpreted by Labour 
Party Secretary General Nissim Zvili to 
mean “total retreat from the Golan.” 

Has that message been already passed on 
to President Assad? We do not know, but 
certainly hope that it has. A breakthrough on 
that front will most certainly be the key to a 
lasting and comprehensive peace in the 
region as a whole. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily on Tuesday voiced hope that U.S„ 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher’s visit to Jordan and 
his tour of the region would contribute to pushing the peace 
process forward. The newspaper said in its editorial that it 
hopes the visit would constitute a step forward in the 
process, noting that time that is wasted cannot be made up. 
It said it has become imperative now to achieve progress in 
the process to avoid any harm to it. What we know lor sure 
is that Mr. Christopher heard from His Majesty King 
Hussein what he heard from him before and received from 
His Majesty assurances of Jordan's support for peace and a 
just settlement because the substitute for all that is 
suffering, which will be harsher than the years of war. It 
said Jordan will support peace and work for its noble cause 
but warned that Jordan cannot protect peace alone. AI Ra'i 
said the many promises of support and assistance are 
appreciated by the Kingdom but such promises cannot be 
used to solve the problems of poverty,, unemployment, 
extremism and cannot end people’s suffering. It urj»ed 
Washington to support the peace process and the Jordanian 
role so as not to allow the anti-peace forces to exploit the 
difficult situation. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i, Nadia Al Aloul, on Tuesday 
congratulated women on their achievements at both the 
: professional and scientific levels and the role they play in 
J public affairs. Ms. Aloul asked about the role of women as 
educators, mothers and housewives regarding some alien 
| phenomenon invading the Jordanian society, such as 
j violence and drug addiction. “Some might insist that our 
1 society is still okay, but we tell them that our society looks 
I fine only when compared to foreign societies, but is this 
enough?" she asked. She said that the best means to fight 
such problems is strengthening the family, mothers in 
. particular. Mothers, the writer said, can build bridges of 
contact with their children at a time family disintegration is 
starting to threaten society. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The two-front debate on Jerusalem 


JERUSALEM IS once again a front and centre as an issue 
in U.S. politics. As Clinton administration grapples with 
how to respond to congressional pressure to move to the 
U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. U.S. religious 
leaders are engaged in their own conflict over their 
positions on the holy city. 

To its credit, despite significant pressure, the administra- 
tion has remained quite firm in its determination to adhere 
to the terms of the peace process. 

The congressional pressure comes in the form of a letter 
being circulated in the Senate. Started by New York 
Senators Alfonse D'Amato and Patrick Daniel Moynihan. 
the letter has already received 77 co-signers, making it one 
of the largest groups that has ever signed on to one of these 
pro- Israel statements. 

The letter, which is addressed to Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, recalls that the Senate has passed five 
resolutions over the past decade calling on the U.S. 
government to acknowledge Jerusalem as (he capital of 
Israel. The letter cynically notes that Jerusalem is "a 
sensitive issue in the current peace process’* and that it is “a 
final status issue." but then goes on to say that '‘the search 
for peace can only be hindered by raising utterly unrealistic 
hopes about the future status of Jerusalem among the 
Palestinians..." 

In other words, while the question of Jerusalem is a final 
status issue only in theory, and the signatories of the letter 
want the U.S. to dictate the outcome so that the siatus quo 
remains unchanged. The senators have therefore called on 
'the administration to begin planning to move the embassy 
so that such a move can take place no later than May of 
1999 — the end of the "transition phase” provided for in 
the Israeii-Palestinian peace agreement. 

Complementing the letter is a resolution being intro- 
duced in the Senate by Arizona Republican Jon Kyle 
which, if passed, would remove U.S. financial support for 
the embassy in Tel Aviv and provide funding only for an 
embassy in Jerusalem. 

The Clinton administration has not only resisted these 
politically motivated efforts by the Senate hut has done so 
in the most public and assertive manner. At the confirma- 
tion hearings for his nomination as the next U.S. ambassa- 
dor to Israel, former national security advisor Martin 
Indyk. delivered a strongly worded rebuke to those who 
are supporting these moves in (he following sections of his 
testimony: 

"Jerusalem is a very sensitive issue, sensitive because 
Jerusalem is a symbol, a very important symbol for Israel, 
for the Jewish people, hut also a very important symbol for 
Christians. Muslims, for Palestinians and Arabs. ...In those 
circumstances, it is the president’s feeling — the adminis- 
tration’s feeling — that we should do nothing to undermine 
or preempt those negotiations, that we should wait and let 
the parties sort out this very sensitive issue before doing 
anything.... I believe very strongly that to make a move 
now would explode the peace process... it would put us out 
of business as a facilitator of those negotiations.’’ 

In a recent Capitol Hill forum on the' peace process in 
which I participated along with David Satterfield, who is 
deputy national security advisor for South Asian and Near 


Eastern affairs. Mr. Satterfield repealed Mr. Indyk’s 
emphatic and strongly worded message. So it seems that for 
its part, the Clinton administration will follow its predeces- 
sors by doing nothing to alter the status of Jerusalem. 

Nevertheless, this pre-election year game of Congress 
attempting to force the administration to recognise Jeru- 
salem as the capital of Israel will continue just as it has in 
every pre-election year in recent memory. (One might 
recall that President Reagan faced the same pressure and 
he. too. resisted despite having promised to support such 
an embassy move during his I9NII campaign against 
President Jimmy Carter.) 

And while the major American-Jewjsh organisations are 
split on this current effort, those who want to force (he 
issue are quite pleased that their efforts have so far won the 
support of three-fourths of the Senate. Even leading 
Republican presidential candidate Boh Dole has signed the 
letter — a fact which has raised genuine concerns among 
the Muslim and Arab- American Republicans who were 
supporting his campaign. 

In the midst of this conflict between the Senate and the 
administration, an important statement. “Jerusalem: City 
of Peace.” was released by eight major U.S. Christian 
leaders. 

Going well beyond the question of whose capital 
Jerusalem should he. the Christian leaders focused on their 
concern on what the real effects of Israeli policy are having 
on the city, its environs and its Arab residents. Openly- 
dealing with these Israeli policies which pose a grave threat 
to Jerusalem, the Christian leaders call on the 'administra- 
tion. “as facilitator of [he peace process." (o “place the 
question of Jerusalem high on its agenda." 

Concerned that "developments on the ground in Jeru- 
salem area leave less and less room for negotiation." the 
Christian leaders statement specifically notes: 

■“In contravention of international law. more and more 
land is taken out of Palestinian hands and placed under 
Israeli control by annexation, expropriation and private 
purchases, often of questionable legality: 

■“Israeli planning for "Greater Jerusalem" is an open 
secret: 

■"Israel’s assertion that Jerusalem will remain the 
‘eternal and undivided capital of Israel’ is widely inter- 
preted as a claim of exclusive Israeli sovereignty over the 
city that preempts genuine negotiation: 

■“That the administration is backing away from the 
long-term United States policy that East Jerusalem is 
subject to U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 regarding 
territories occupied by’ armed forces in l«^r»7: 

■"That the administration is tailing to recognise and 
support Palestinian rights and interests in Jerusalem: 
■“That the administration is not using its considerable 
influence to halt Israeli construction in East Jerusalem and 
continued expansion into Palestinian areas." 

What was most significant about this Christian letter is 
that the lead signature was that of Cardinal William H. 
Keeler, president of the National Council of Catholic 
Bishops. Since Catholic bishops do not sign letters as 
individuals, the contents of the letter have been approved 


by the entire institutional hierarchy of the U.S. Catholic 
church and represents their strongest and most clear 
statement to date on Jerusalem and on Israeli violation of 
Palestinian rights. Among the other signatories were 
leaders of two principal Evangelical Christian groups: the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America and World 
Vision. 

It is this leadership role played by the Catholic church 
and some Evangelicals that has raised the greatest concern 
in the Jewish community, in the past, statements such as 
these have come from the mainline Protestant denomina- 
tions and their National Council of Churches (including 
Methodists. Lutherans. Baptists, etc.). American-Jewjsh 
groups have given up on attempting to influence these 
churches: but they have also learned that the weight of 
statements issued by these Protestant churches do noi pose 
a major challenge, since they do not include institutional 
support for the stands taken in them. But what Jewish 
groups know is that when the Catholics move on an issue, it 
can represent a major institutional voice in the public 
policy debate. 

Major Jewish groups have responded to this statement 
by Christian leaders with a fury. The responses ranged 
from one irate editorial in a Jewish newspaper, which asked 
“Who Asked You?" to statements of denunciation by the 
Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organisations 
and the American Zionist Movement. Serious pressure will 
now be put on these Christian leaders to modify or retract 
their approval of the statement, especially the Catholics, 
whose courage of conviction will be challenged by U.S. 
Jewish organisations. 

What is important is that the major U.S. Christian 
leadership has formally joined the debate — not only over 
Jerusalem's future but over its present reality and rhe 
impact of Israeli policies that have been ignored for too 
long in the U.S. By forcing the debate on these Israeli 
policies, the signatories of the Christian letter will help to 
shift the debate from an abstract future to the real present. 

The significance of this statement should not be ignored 
bv Arabs. Muslims. Arab- Americans or American- 
Muslims. The U.S. Christian leadership should be sup- 
ported for this bold move. 

One final note: the Arab World must do more to help in 
the matter of Jerusalem. For Americans to realise the 
legitimacy of the Arab claim to the city of Jerusalem, more 
must be done to bring this issue into the American debate. 

Israel's campaign to he recognised as the sole proprietor 
of the city has gone largely uncontested. A major campaign 
should be- launched in the United States to establish in rhe 
minds of Americans the Arab past, present and future in 
the city holy to thFee faiths and hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians for whom Jerusalem is their ancestral home. 
Exhibitions of history and literature, speaking tours, 
advertising, films and other media should be utilised in the 
campaign to lend weight to legitimate Arab claims. 

As I have said in many part 'articles, there is a debate 
here in the U.S. whose outcome can be of critical 
importance to the lives of so many in the Arab World — 
come and join the debate. 


After poverty summit, simple question remains 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

COPENHAGEN — It was 
an epic session of worthy 
speeches. World leaders 
urged an end to poverty 
before making a lofty 
pledge to transform the hu- 
man condition. 

Now, after a week of 
words and red-carpet festi- 
vities including a lavish 
banquet, fireworks and las- 
er displays, a simple ques- 
tion hangs in the air. 

Was the U.N. Social 
Summit simply an expen- 
sive jamboree? Or will it 
really bring change to a 
world where one in five of 
the inhabitants — more 
than one billion people — 
lives below the breadline 


and where millions have 
neither jobs nor dignity? 

From the streets of Mex- 
ico City to the slums of 
Manila, hopes have been 
raised that the week-long 
summit will help bridge the 
growing divide between 
rich and poor as the world 
stumbles towards the 21st 
century. 

Chile’s ambassador to 
the United Nations, who 
led the way in preparing 
the U.N. Conference: on So- 
da! Development, said the 
summit had a dear message 
of hope for the disposses- 
sed. 

“It has told the poor 
that... We will do some- 
thing about their prob- 
lems,” Juan Somavia told 
Reuters. “The summit has 


delivered and put ordinary 
people back into the pic- 
ture.” 

Echoing warnings from 
many leaders that real 
change would take time. 
Mr. Somavia said he was 
hope fill because previous 
U.N. conferences on issues 
ranging from women’s 
rights to the environment 
had helped bring change 
over die years. 

But some wondered 
whether the meeting was 
the latest example of “sum- 
mit fatigue,” a disease that 
results from increasingly 
frequent top-level meetings 
called to discuss the world’s 
ills. 

Last year, it was Cairo 
for the global population 
explosion, while 1992 saw 


the U.N. environment 
summit in Rio De Janeiro. 

In Copenhagen, what 
underpinned many 
speeches was the fern* that 
the gap between rich and 
poor is now so wide that it 
has become the major 
threat to security in the 
post-cold war era. 

“It is important to avoid 
the arrival ‘of the boat peo- 
ple," U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali said 
in a television interview 
during the summit. 

The summit declaration, 
which contained general 
commitments to help de- 
veloping countries but no 
binding promises, touched 
indirectly on the fear that 
governments might lose 
control. 


“We can continue to 
hold the trust of the people 
of the world only if we 
make their needs our prior- 
ity,” it said. 

But an equitable sharing 
of the world’s resources 
that would create stable, 
prosperous countries with 
little inclination to go to 
war still seems to be a 
distant dream. 

Behind the rhetoric of 
unified action lurked the 
old arguments between the 
market forces of capitalism 
and the planned structures 
of socialism, the bitter ten- 
sions between Western na- 
tions antf the countries they 
once colonised. 

Cuba lashed ’out at 
Washington, while Syria, 
Sudan and others blamed 


the* West for not giving 
them more trade or writing 
on the billions of dollars of 
debt owed by developing 
countries. 

Germany and the United 
States talked about bow 
countries must learn to 
. help themselves. They 
underlined the importance 
of human rights in the pre- 
sence of several leaders*. 

Although the end of the 
coldfwar has offered a uni- 
que chance for global coop- 
eration, there was also a 
recognition at the summit 
that, with the old certain- 
ties of East-West division 
gone, etlmic conflicts and 
other problems pose new 
threats. 


Modern Turkey is part of 
Europe, and increasingly so 


By Taztsu Ciller 

The writer is prime ministe r 
of Turkey 


ANKARA — Some people 
claim that Turkey is not 
part of Europe. They are 
wrong on two counts. 

First, they perhaps do not 
know the Turkey of today, 
recognisably a modem and 
European country where 
young people, for example, 
have the same lifestyle and 
interests, concerns and 
hopes as the rest of their 
generation across Europe. 

Second, without Turkey, 
Europe would be a conti- 
nent that chooses to ampu- 
tate nearly 3,000 years of its 
own history and culture. 

The Turks and Turkey 
have been a part of the life 
of the continent for many 
centuries. It is the idea that 
Turkey is not European 
which is new. A strong and 
prosperous Turkey, firmly 
integrated into the main- 
stream life of Europe, will 
be a beacon of stability over 
a wide region roiling with 
religious and ethnic anta- 
gonisms. It will give the tie 
to prejudice and extremism 
on every side, 

A historic step in this 
I direction takes place in 
Brussels this week, as Tur- 
key and the European Un- 
ion (EU) complete a cus- 
toms union agreement that 
has been more than three 
decades in the making. 
Starting in January, goods 


and services will be able to 
circulate freely between 
Turkey and the rest of 
Europe. It is an exciting 
opportunity for both sides. 

Turkey is a young coun- 
try with a population of 62 
million. Inside the Euro- 
pean Union, only Germany 
has a larger market. The 
EU, with Turkey, will form 
a vast consumer market. 

Turkey and the EU de- 
signed the customs union in 
the 1960s and 1970s. We 
have come a long way since 
then. In 1963, when the trea- 
ty linking Turkey tb the 
European Economic Com- 
munity was signed, Turkey 
was mainly an agricultural 
country. Today we are pre- 
dominantly an urban and 
industrial nation. Some of 
our industries, particularly 
textiles and steel. are consi- 
dered world leaders. 

The customs union, 
however, represents more 
than just an opportunity to 
compete economically. It is 
part of a much broader 
trend all over the world 
towards convergence and 
partnership. 

In the dosing years of 
20th century, regional free 
trade blocs such as the 
European Union and the 
North America have 
appeared on every conti- 
nent. They are stepping 
stones towards a world of 
almost unlimited opportu- 
nities, built on democratic 
values, the free market sys- 
tem and the mirades of new 


technology. 

Adaptable and pragmatic 
regional economic group- 
ings are the best way to 
overcome historical suspi- 
cions and rivalries. They 
provide a framework in 
which business communi- 
ties in every country 
cooperate freely to gener- 
ate prosperity. 

Turkey is situated on the 
edge of both Europe and 
the Middle East. So it has 
an almost unique combina- 
tion of experience and in- 
sights where regional 
groupings are concerned. 

We are working hard 
with Israel and the leading 
Arab states to ensure that 
the endemic conflict of the 
Middle East is replaced by 
cooperation and the eli- 
mination of poverty and in- 
security. 

Our geographic position 
enables us to share in simi- 
lar ventures elsewhere. The 
Black Sea Economic Coop- 
eration Organisation is 
forging links Between coun- 
tries in the Black Sea re- 
gion. At its meetings, even 
hostile countries such as 
Azerbaijan and Armenia sit 
around the same table to 
discuss ways of peaceful 
cooperation. Elsewhere, we 
are trying to promote trade 
and cooperation in the Cau- 
casus and among the newly 
independent countries of 
Central Asia. 

There arc two reasons we 
stress trade and coopera- 
tion this way. 


The first is economic. As 
a newly industrialised coun- 
try, we know that fester 
growth and greater prosper- 
ity can come only if we 
stimulate international 
trade and capital flows. 
This is the only way to 
ensure that all of our 
citizens enjoy the standard 
of living to which they 
aspire. 

The second is geopolitic- 
al. Unfortunately, one does 
not have to look far outside 
Western Europe to see se- 
rious threats to internation- 
al order. Turkey is a demo- 
cratic and stable country, 
but, unlike North Amer- 
icans or West Europeans, 
we live close to several of 
the world’s trouble spots. 

Ancient hatreds, ethnic 
grudges and fanaticism 
based on differences of reli- 
gion and nationality still 
stalk the world. They are 
claiming millions of inno- 
cent victims even today. 
Bosnia has shown us how 
much suffering can be 
caused by nationalism 
based on religious and 
ethnic strife. 

Some trends in the Mid- 
dle East cause anxiety. One 
is the spread of extremist 
fundamentalism. Here I 
strongly believe that Tur- 
key has an important con- 
tribution to make. Its 
population is Muslim and 
devout, but also European. 

New Perspectives Quarterly. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel ups Palestinian permits to 21,600 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM f AFP) — The Israeli army 
announced Tuesday that another 3,600 permits would be 
allocated for Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to work in Israel. The announcement brought the 
total Dumber of permits to 21,600. Israel allowed in 47,000 
Palestinian labourers before a double suicide bombing 
killed 21 Israelis on Jan. 22. An estimated 20,000 more 
were employed illegally in the Jewish state. After the 
bombing the army sealed off the territories for a month 

Khomeini’s son remains critical 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Doctors reported little improvement 
Tuesday in the condition of Ahmad Khomeini, son of the 
founder of the Islamic republic Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, who is in a coma after a heart attack. “The 
latest tests have shown minor functioning of the brain,” the 
bead of 30-strong medical team, Hassan Arefti, told the 
Iranian official agency IRNA. But Mr. Khomeini’s “health 
condition could gradually improve,” he said, adding that a 
respiratory system problem had been partly cleared and his 
blood pressure was returning to normal. 

Heavily-armed Algerian held in Spain 

BARCELONA (R) — Police arrested a suspected member 
of a militant Algerian Islamic fundamentalist group with a 
suitcase full of weapons at a Barcelona train station, a 
spokeswoman said on Tuesday. The 25-year-old was 
carrying fake French identity papers and heading for 
Algeria, she added. “The detainee is thought to be a 
member of GIA (Armed Islamic Group),” die police 
spokeswoman said. The Algerian was carrying three 
automatic rifles, magazines for Kalashnikov assault rifles, 
2,000 bullets of various sizes, a hand grenade, an electronic 
detonator and two laser sights for precision rifles, police 
said. 

Charles visits pharaonic ruins 

LUXOR ( AP) — The heir to the British throne visited the 
Hile's Valley of the Kings Tuesday, chatting with admiring 
tourists who mobbed him on a tour of Egyptian antiquity. 
Japanese, British and American sightseers jostled for a 
glimpse of Prince Charles as he visited the tombs of 
Tutankhamun and Seti 1, the temple of Queen Hatshepsut 
and the 1,500-year-old Temple of Kamak, the most famed 
sites of pharaonic Egypt. Japanese waved, clapped and 
yelled ‘Charles’ as the prince walked through Hatshepsut's 
cavernous halls, wearing a doube-breasted suit on a hot 
winter day. Prince Charles turned to the 20 tourists, smiled 
and asked them about their trip. It was a similar scene at 
the other sites. Prince Charles will leave for Morocco on 
Wednesday. On his trip in Egypt, he mixed politics with 
sightseeing, visiting the Giza Pyramids, Islamic monuments 
and the mountain in the Sinai Peninsula believed to be the 
site of the biblical burning bush. He also met Christian and 
Muslim leaders. 

Trial of 14 suspects starts in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Fourteen suspected Muslim extremists 
accused of killing two policemen in 1993 went on trial 
Tuesday, joined in court by relatives whom they had not 
seen in more than a year. Nine of the men are charged with 
killing a policeman in Cairo. Five others are accused of 
shooting an officer in Sohag, a town about 390 kilometres 
south of Cairo. All 14, wearing white prison trousers and 
shirts and sporting long beards common among militants, 
denied the charges, which included stealing the policemen’s 
weapons and attempted murder. One policeman was 
wounded in the attack m Sohaq. The killings are part of a 
three-year campaign to overthrow the government in which 
more than 600 people have died. 

Iran to send 500,000 back to Afghanistan 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Half a million refugees from Afgha- 
nistan are to be repatriated in the next 12 months under an 
accord between Iran and the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), an Iranian official said Tuesday. The 
bead of the aliens department at the Interior Ministry, 
Ahmad Hosseini, said the UNHCR had earmarked $12 
million for the project. "Iran intends to limit the number of 
refugees' on its soil, be added in comments published by 
the press. “From March 21, 400,000 Afghans with tempor- 
ary residency permits must start leaving Iran voluntarily, 
otherwise they will be transferred to refugee camps,” he 
said. 

Turkey, Georgia to open border gate 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey and Georgia are to open a 
border crossing and begin direct flights soon, the Anatolian 
news agency said on Tuesday. Senior border officials from 
both countries met on the Turkish side of the frontier on 
Tuesday and signed a protocol for the first crossing to be 
opened in Turkey’s Ardahan province, near Posof town, it 
said. 

Settlers publish book in praise of Goldstein 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A book entitled “Baruch, the Man,” 
in praise of Hebron mosque killer Goldstein, went on sale 
in Israel and the occupied territories on Tuesday. Militants 
from the banned anti-Arab Kach movement, several rabbis 
and Jewish settlers from the Hebron area worked together 
on the 553-page hardback with colour pictures which sells 
for about 512. They paid to publish 6,0oD copies and intend 
to spend any profits on the grave of Baruch Goldstein at 
the settlement of Kiryat Area where he was a doctor. 

Rebels say wing formed to hit Khartoum 

NAIROBI (R) — Sudan’s largest rebel faction said on 
Tnesday it was forming a new brigade to concentrate on 
guerrilla war in government-controlled centres including 
Khartoum. A spokesman for the Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) led by John Garang said: “The New 
Sudan Brigade” would include “armed cells” in 
government-controlled urban centres under SPLA com- 
mand. In its 12-year-old civil war with Khartoum, the 
SPLA has focused on trying to seize government-held 
territory, villages and towns in the south. It has not carried 
out guerrilla attacks inside the capital and northern areas 
under Khartoum's control. 

Iran to send 69,000 pilgrims to Haj 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran will send 69,000 pilgrims to attend 
the annual Haj in Saudi Arabia in May but plans to lobby 
to increase the number it can send to the pilgrimage, the 
Iranian news agency IRNA quoted an official as saying. In 
a report late on Monday, it quoted Mohammad Hussein 
Rezaei, head of the Haj and Pilgrimage Organisation, as 
saying Iran would send 4,000 more pilgrims to this year’s 
Haj but it was still dissatisfied. “Some 69,000 Iranians will 
perform the Haj ... far below the 100,000 to 150,000 that 
used to undertake the annual obligation before the Saudis 
cut down the numbers on vague pretexts," Mr. Rezaei was 
quoted as saying. 

Japan to send pilot mission to Golan 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s ruling coalition decided Tues- 
day to send a fact-finding mission to the Golan Heights in 
April to decide whether or not to send peacekeeping troop 
to the Israeli-occupied territory. Tiie mission, to be 
comprised of representatives from three ruling parties and 
government officials, will depart around April 10 for a 
10-day tour of Israel, Syria and Jordan, Jiji and Kyodo 
news agencies said. 


King and Major hold talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

ing a larger role in the peace 
process. 

The British prime minister, 
the second head of govern- 
ment to visit the autonomous 
Strip, also pledged an unspe- 
cified amount of British ex- 
port credits to the Palesti- 
nians and said he would set 
up a fund to develop Palesti- 
nian technological skills. 

Mr. Major’s visit to Gaza 
was marred by the death of a 
child shot accidentally by a 
Palestinian policeman. 

A member of Mr. Arafat’s 
elite guard was cleaning his 
machine gun when it went off 
in Shatti refugee camp and 
killed 10-year-old Mubarak 
At tall ah AI Rawagta, reports 
said. 

Mr. Major cancelled a 
planned tour of the camp on 
the outskirts of Gaza City, 
and a British spokesman said: 
“The death of the child is 
very regrettable. 

“We were in the hands of 
Palestinian security and we 
take their recommendations 
where to go and where not to 
go. 

“The prime minister would 
have been very disappointed 


not to visit a refugee camp." 

Mr. Major gave Mr. Arafat 
a gift of 50 patrol vehicles for 
the Palestinian police and 
pledged Britain’s full support 
for his self-rule authority. 

“We understand the im- 
portance of the rule of taw in 
democratic societies and I be- 
lieve you deserve every sup- 
port for the difficult tasks 
ahead,” he said. “You have 
our support.” 

“We are keen to help with 
both training and equipment 
whenever we can.” 

Britain is donating $120 
million to the Palestinians 
over the next three years as 
well as 5100 million through 
the European Union. 

Mr. Major also said that 
the European Union may 
send observers for the plan- 
ned elections to a Palestinian 
self-rule council. 

Mr. Arafat was “willing, 
and that is very good news," 
he said. “It means a new 
departure for Europe and re- 
flects Europe's desire,” to 
join peace efforts. 

Mr. Arafat told Mr. Major 
and the British business lead- 
ers accompanying him that 
Gaza lacked everything from 
hospital beds to export mar- 


kets for flowers. 

“We are looking for your 
support ... in the European 
Union so that we can have 
the ability to export our pro- 
duction directly." 

Mr. Major promised to 
take up the request with EU 
colleagues. 

Mr. Major termed his en- 
tourage “undoubtedly the 
strongest team of British 
businessmen to ever collec- 
tively leave British shores” 
and said he hoped they would; 
establish direct business deal- 
ings with Palestinians. 

The EU was becoming 
more actively involved in im- 
plementing the Sept. 1993 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) auton- 
omy accord, he added. 

“It does reflect, I feel, 
Europe's desire to take a 
more active part in promot- 
ing the peace process across 
the region,” he said. 

Later, Mr. Major met with 
a Palestinian delegation at 
the British consulate in Jeru- 
salem and paid a courtesy call 
on Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin before leaving for 
Jordan. 

He held official talks with 
Mr. Rabin on Monday. 


Israel, Syria to resume talks 


(Continued Grom page 1) 


mostly in the expanded U.S. 
participation. 

Additionally, Israel, Syria 
and the United States will 
form a committee to oversee 
the negotiations, another 
U.S. official said. 

Mr. Christopher said last- 
minute delays in announcing 
the arrangements were due to 
the difficulty of the issues and 
the fan that Mr. Rabin was 
busy also with a debate in the 
Israeli parliament and with 
British Prime Minister John 
Major, who was visiting occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Rabin had talked earlier 
Tuesday by telephone, and 
the American diplomat met 
with Mr. Assad for two 
hours. 

The Israel-Syria talks 
broke down in December 
with Israeli and Syrian milit- 
ary chiefs negotiating security 
arrangements for the Golan 
Heights in the expectation 
Mr. Rabin would agree to at 
least a partial pullback. 

Israel’s chief negotiator 
with Syria said U.S.-directed 
talks with Damascus were 
“much more serious and cov- 
er a larger area” than pre- 
viously. Mr. Rabinovich 
spoke to reporters after Mr. 
Christopher and Mr. Rabin 
met. 

Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin told 


army radio that once serious 
negotiations are resumed, an 
agreement can be reached 
within months. 

“Both sides know more or 
less what the settlement is.” 
Mr. Beilin said. “If they want 
peace with ns, I don't think 
we need a lot of time to reach 
agreements." 

Possible measures include 
demilitarised zones, limita- 
tions on Israeli and Syrian 
troop deployments in other 
zones ana listening posts and 
an early warning system to 
detect and wain of surprise 
attacks. 

The Clinton administration 
already has said any settle- 
ment should be based on land 
for peace — Israel giving np 
territory in exchange for 
Arab recognition. 

Israel took that approach 
in concluding peace treaties 
with Egypt in ly79 and Jordan 
last year. 

When Israeli and Syrian 
diplomats last talked face to 
face in Washington, the milit- 
ary chiefs of staff partici- 
pated. On Monday, Mr. 
Christopher sent military 
aide General Daniel W. 
Christman to the Golan 
Heights from Damascus for 
an assessment of security. 

Responding to a question 
on security arrangements in 
the Golan Heights, Mr. 
Christopher said the security 


Royal Guards Brigade formed 


(Continued from page 12) 


address in which he congratu- 
lated the brigade’s personnel 
for receiving the, banner. 

He underlined his keen- 
ness to continue to develop 
and modernise the Armed 
Forces. He described the 
army as “the protector of our 
very dear homeland... and 
the protector of the right of 
this people at present and the 
future to a free, secure and 
honourable life.” 

He uiged the brigade’s per- 
sonnel to be a good example 
for all their colleagues in the 
armed forces in the present 
and in the future, the same as 
they were in the past. 

“I remember the brave 
men of this formation around 
me while we were under bar- 
rages of fire. I remember 
them in the time of my sick- 
ness... and I remember then- 
joy when I returned home 
(after having a surgery). I will 
remember them always in all 
conditions and circumstances 
as representing the whole 
armed forces as long as I 
live,” he said. 

Earlier, the mufti of the 
armed forces delivered an 
address paying tribute to the 
King's endeavours to develop 
the armed forces and voicing 
allegiance to the Hashemite 
leadership. 

The commander of the Bri- 
gade delivered another 
address and thanked the King 
for promoting the Royal 
Guards formation into a bri- 
gade and pledged on behalf, 
of the brigade’s personnel to 
rise up to the level of the 
King's expectations. 

He said the King's con- 
tinued support and en- 
couragement were the main 
factor for the brigade’s good 
level of performance and its 
professionalism. 

After the speeches the 
King handed the banner to 
the commander and pre- 
sented awards to excelling 
personnel in training activi- 
ties. 

The celebration was 
attended by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah 
Ben AJ Hussein, Prince Ali 
Ben Al Hussein and Prince 


Talal Ben Mohammad who 
is the King’s military secret- 
ary. It was also attended by 
the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment, the chief of the Royal 
Court, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, the 
King's advisors, the deputy 
prune ministers, the mayor erf 
Amman, the directors of the 
Public Security, the General 
Intelligence and the Civil De- 
fence Departments in addi- 
tion to senior army officers. 


issue is one of the most diffi- 
cult questions to resolve and 
which has to be addressed 
directly and effectively. 

He said the U.S. tried to 
play a role in examining the 

S itions available but stressed 
at it was up for the two 
parties to agree on. a solution. 
While in Syria, Mr. Christ- 
Mr. Rabin said meanwhile 
he believed peace talks with 
Syria would resume, and 
opposition leaders launched a 
campaign to block any with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights and bring on early 
elections. 

Mr. Rabin told the Knes- 
set’s foreign affairs and de- 
fence committee he believed 
Syria would renew peace 
talks because U.S. prestige 
was on the line. 

“It won’t be pleasant with 
the Americans if they don’t,” 
Mr. Rabin was quoted as 
saying by an official who 
briefed reporters on the 
closed-door meeting. 

* ’ Right-wing opponents' of *a 
Golan withdrawal .said they 
were sure the government, 
despite denials, had giv£n in 
to Syrian demands for a com- 
plete pullback from the 
strategic plateau. 

• “It’s not a secret that the 
government is prepared to 
cede the entire Golan to 
Syria, I have no doubt that 
this message was communi- 
cated to Assad,” said Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, head of 
the opposition Likud Party. 

Mr. Netanyahu told repor- 
ters he plans to submit a bill 
dispersing parliament and 
calling for new elections. 
Elections are currently sche- 
duled for November 1996. 

If elections were held now, 
Mr. Netanyahu said Mr. 
Rabin would “lose and lose 
big.” He said his party 
opposed withdrawing from 
any part of the heights. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
Shai Bazak said the bill 
would be submitted by the 
end of the month, but Likud 
officials admitted it was not 
likely to pass and was mainly 
symbolic. 


Jordan ‘comfortable’ — Kabariti 

(Continued from page 1) 


was clear during Mr. Christ- 
opher’s talks here, which co- 
vered bilateral ties as well as 
developments on other tracks 
of the negotiations, that the 
U.S. official had “guarded 
optimism” about the possibi- 
lities of making progress on 
the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks. 


Mr. Kabariti said he hoped 
that these two tracks would 
see positive developments 
that will lead to “an Israeli 
withdrawal (from occupied 
Syrian and Lebanese territor- 
ies) to the borders of pre- 
June 4, 1967.” 

He also expressed hopes 
that difficulties in the Palesti- 
nian and Israeli negotiations 
will be resolved. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


A large shipping company is seeking to 
recruit young university graduates to 
work in THE SALES DEPARTMENT . 
The company offers an extensive 
training, excellent salary and other 
benefits . 

THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 
SHOULD 

□ Have a university degree in 

related subjects . 

□ Have a good command of 
English language . 

□ Be a self motivated personality. 

PLEASE APPLY TO 

General Manager 
P.O.Box 930111 
Amman 11193 Jordan 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 
British Prime Minister John Major, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shelter and other 


officials at a meeting held 
(photo by Yousef Allan) 


Tuesday evening 


Dudayev vows Chechen 
suicide attacks in Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — Chechen 
rebel leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev threatened, in an 
interview published on Tues- 
day, to unleash kamikaze 
attacks on Russian cities to 
back his region’s struggle for' 
independence. 

The threat, reported by the 
Komsomolskaya Pravda 
newspaper, brought an im- 
mediate putdown from the 
Russian Interior Ministry. 

“Dudayev is bluffing 
again,” a ministry official 
said by telephone. “We all 
remember how often he has 
promised to blow up Moscow 
since military action in 
Chechen ya started. 

“If terrorists strike, they 
have surprise on their ride, 
but our services will neutral- 
ise them as soon as 
happens.” Mr. Dudayev 
threatened several times pre- 
viously to retaliate for Mos- 
cow’s military intervention in 
his breakaway Caucasus re- 
gion with attacks in Russia 
and he has warned that civi- 
lians could die in any such 
assault. 

This time he told Komso- 
moskaya Pravda: “Kamikaze 
units are being formed ... 
from those who are ready to 
die to avenge their fathers 
and children killed in bomb- 
ing raids.” 

“When they squeeze into 
Russian dries, many innocent 
people may suffer,” said Mr. 
Dudayev, who is leading the 
fight against Russian troops' 
and tanks sent to the region 
on Dec. 11. 

Hie newspaper said the 
interview took place in a 
Chechen village. 

Mr. Dudayev said Chechen 
fighters bad the addresses of 
those responsible for killing 
civilians m the rebel Cau- 
casus region, which declared 
itself independent in 1991. 

Moscow’s troops seized 
control of the Chechen capit- 
al Grozny after weeks of 
bloody fighting, flattening 



Dzhokhar Dudayev 

much of the rity in the pro- 
cess. They are now hunting 
rebel groups in the country- 
side. 

Mr. Dudayev described the 
fighting in Cbechenya as 
genocide rather than war. 

“In the Soviet army there 
was always an understanding 
about honesty and constien- 
ce, about protecting dvilian 
populations,” he said. 

“Things are completely 
different today.. Killing has 
become 'heroism, marauding 
has become courage. Ana 
they give medals for that.” 

He said Chechenya had no 
shortage of arms or ammuni- 
tion, saying that weapons had 
been bought from the Rus- 
sian army during the fighting. 

“I cannot say that I can 
arm all the Chechens who 
want to struggle for their 
independence. But we have 
arms we can fight with,” he 
said. 

Russia has stepped up 
security in its dries and 
around factories and strategic 
institutions to cope with Mr. 
Dudayev's threats. The In- 
terior Ministry official said 
there would be no let up in 
vigilance. 

“Armoured personnel car- 
riers control all the entrances 
to Moscow. Interior Ministry 
troops, police and regular 
troops are carrying out joint 
patrols,” he said. 


3 women 
killed in 
Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Islamic 
extremists killed three 
women Tuesday near 
Algiers, raising to seven the 
number killed since Satur- 
day, the Algerian security 
service said. 

Police have said they be- 
lieve the attacks are part of a 
deliberate campaign to target 
the families or security per- 
sonnel. 

The three latest victims 
died in Reghaia, 15 
kilometres east of Algiers, 
where suspected fun- 
damentalists shot dead two 
teenage sisters, one of them 
engaged to a policeman, at 
the weekend. 

In the attacks Tuesday- 
armed fundamentalists 
raided the home of Halima 
Toumi, 29, killing her and 
Hafida Bougerra, 25. 

In another attack a 
woman, named as Zineb, 39, 
was lolled with her husband 
at their home in Reghaia. 
There was no word on 
whether any of the victims 
were linked to the security 
services. 

On Saturday sisters Amel 
and Karima Guedjali, aged 
19 and 18, were shot dead by 
three men in front of their 
father and their 13-year-old 
sister, two days after the ex- 
piry of an ultimatum issued 
by the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) that dependants of 
security force members 
would be killed if arrested 
“women believers” were not 
freed. 

The previous day a car- 
bomb exploded in a housing 
complex inhabited by police- 
men’s families, injured 63 
people, including eight chil- 
dren. 

Islamic groups have also 
targeted women for failing to 
obey Islamic law. , 
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If yon look for power in a 
workstation , look no 
far ther. 


GOOD 
NEWS 
FOR THE 
POWER 
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The Acer 
is here . 


Pentium 



Complete AcerAItos 700U, 
Pentium 60, 8MB RAM, 
420MB HDD, SVGA Card, 
low radiation monitor, 
keyboard, mouse and 
Windows for WorkGroups for 

JD 1790. 

What's more, this complete 
system will come with a fall 
Multimedia set ; CD- ROM, 
Sound Blaster, Speakers and 
Afic. far the price of 

JD 1990. 

The Best Priced Branded 
Multimedia Pentium 

Workstation in the market . 
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Jordan accepts IMF monetary condition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment has notified the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) that it has accepted the 
obligations of Article VUI, 
Section 2. 3, and 4 of the IMF 
Articles of Agreement, with 
effect from Feb. 20, 1995. the 
IMF Survey reported this 
month. IMF members 
accepting the obligations of 
Article vETI undertake to re- 
frain from imposing restric- 
tions on the making of pay- 
ments and transfers for cur- 
rent international transac- 
tions or from engaging in 
discriminatory currency 


arrangements or multiple 
currency practices without 
IMF approval. A total of 100 
countries have now assumed 
Article VUI Status- 
Two of the purposes of the 
IMF, as stated in its Articles 
of Agreement, are to facili- 
tate the expansion and 
balanced growth of interna- 
tional trade, and to contri- 
bute thereby to the promo- 
tion and maintenance of high 
levels of employment and 
real income; and to assist in 
the establishment of a multi- 
lateral system of payments in 
respect of current transac- 


tions between IMF members. 

In seeking to achieve these 
objectives, the IMF exercises 
firm surveillance over the ex- 
change rate policies of its 
members, and oversees the 
elimination of exchange res- 
trictions that hamper the 
growth of world trade, the 
survey said. 

By accepting the obliga- 
tions of Article VUI, Jordan 
gives confidence to the inter- 
national community that it 
will continue to pursue sound 
economic policies that will 
obviate the need to use res- 
trictions on the making of 


payments and transfers for 
current international transac- 
tions, and thereby contribute 
to a multilateral payments 
system free of restrictions. 

The Survey said: Jordan 
has made significant progress 
in recent years in liberalising 
the economy and enhancing 
its outward orientation. The 
Jordanian authorities are 
continuing a comprehensive 
programme of adjustment 
and reform aimed at sustain- 
ing high economic growth, 
maintaining low inflation, 
and securing a strong balance 
of payments position. 


To these ends, policy mea- 
sures have been taken to 
reduce the fiscal deficit, con- 
tain domestic liquidity expan- 
sion, strengthen the structure 
of the budget, improve finan- 
cial intermediation, and 
liberalise the trade and ex- 
change systems. 

The programme is sup- 
ported by a three-year 
arrangement from the IMF 
under the extended Fund 
facility.” 

Jordan joined the IMF on' 
Aug. 29, 1952, and its quota 
is SDR 121.7 million (about 
$182 million), the Survey 
said. 


‘Markets replace missiles, 9 
Bhutto tells ECO summit 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan's Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto told a 10-nation re- 
gional economic summit 
Tuesday that markets had be- 
come more powerful than 
missiles. 

The two-day summit of the 
Economic Cooperation 
Organisation (ECO) in Isla- 
mabad aims to boost econo- 
mic links among disparate 
member states with a total 
population of 300 million in a 
vast area from the rim of 
Europe to the Chinese bor- 
der. 

“Markets have replaced 
missiles as the measure of 
might,” Ms. Bhutto said in a 
keynote speech in the Pakis- 
tani capital. 

“The 10 nations of ECO 
must take hill advantage of 
the new worldwide economic 
trend by maximising regional 
economic cooperation.” he 
added. 

ECO groups founder- 
members Iran, Pakistan and 
Turkey with Afghanistan and 
six former Soviet republics — 
Azerbaijan, Kazahkstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekis- 
tan. 


“Our natural resources 
potential can only be realised 
when we work together to 
develop economic competi- 
tiveness in the world market 
place,” Ms. Bhutto said. 

She said “cleansing winds” 
of economic liberalisation 
and free trade were sweeping 
through the world and ECO 
was “an economic force to be 
reckoned with in the post- 
cold war era.” 

“By realising the full 
potentialities of our eco- 
nomy, we can, God wiling, 
turn our people's hopes into 
substantive achievements in 
the emerging economic 
order.” she added. 

She said regional economic 
development was a prere- 
quisite for peace and stabil- 
ity. Economic and political 
development must proceed 
together: “We must never 
have to choose between 
them.” 

ECO leaders will discuss 
how to foster economic coop- 
eration which may later 
evolve into regional econo- 
mic integration, a senior 
Pakistani foreign ministry 
official said Monday. 

“Our principal focus is to 


create infrastructure which 
will make the initial coopera- 
tion possible,” Najmoddin 
Sheikh, secretary at the fore- 
ign ministry, said. 

ECO heads of state are 
expected to approve the 
establishment of joint ship- 
ping and aviation companies 
ana an investment bank. 

Mr. Sheikh said they would 
also consider ideas for a pre- 
ferential tariff structure, 
more liberal visa arrange-' 
ments for businessmen and 
easier transit trade rules for 
goods. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic and Hamid A1 
Gabid, secretary general of 
the Organisation of the Isla- 
mic Conference, (OIC) are 
attending as special guests. 

ECO succeeded the de- 
funct Regional Cooperation 
for Development, formed in 
the 1960s by Pakistan, Iran 1 
and Turkey and active until 
Tran's 1979 Islamic revolu- , 
don. 

The group was revived in 
1986 under its present name 
and was joined in 1992 by 
Afghanistan and the ex- i 
Soviet republics. I 


Group of Seven 
officials mum as dollar 
regains some ground 


PARIS (AFP) — Top monet- 
ary and economic officials of 
key industrial nations Tues- 
day assessed the fallout from 
the storm that has swept the 
foreign exchanges in the past 
two weeks as the dollar 
appeared to be sailing into 
calmer waters. 

But U.S. Treasury Under- 
secretary Larry Summers and 
other participants in two 
rounds of discreet talks 
among deputy finance minis- 
ters of the Group of Seven 
(G-7) countries declined to 
divulge the tenor of their 
discussions, which began 
here late Monday. 

The G-7 officials, repre- 
senting Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the United States, 
were understood to have dis- 
cussed prospects for a tight- 
ening of theiT economic and 
monetary policy coordination 
as a means of ensuring more 
stable conditions on the fore- 
ign exchanges. 

But senior economic diplo- 
mats said they did not expect 
the talks to lead to any signi- 
ficant changes, at least in the 


Argentina reports extra $11. lb to back its peso 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — >ygen- 
tin& announced. Monday it had 
put together a financing 
package which will give it an 
extra $11.1 billion to back its 
economy and bolster the 
peso’s fixed-to-one parity to 
the U.S. dollar. 

The package, announced 
after high-pressure weekend 
talks with a visiting Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
mission, includes a renewed 
fond loan for $2 billion and 
an identical amount pledged 
by local businessmen and 
foreign banks. Economy 
Minister Domingo Cavallo 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Cavallo, who has 


vowed never to follow the 
trail of devaluation blazed by 
Mexico and Brazil, 
announced that the rest of 
the money would come from 
the World Bank, the Inter- 
American Development 
Bank and a planned fiscal 
surplus of $4.4 billion to be 
achieved in part through 
more austerity. 

In Washington, the IMF 
immediately praised the plan- 
ned moves as proof of Argen- 
tina's commitment to price 
stability — one of the key 
ingredients of what the gov- 
ernment of President Carlos 
Menem called its “economic 
miracle” until Mexico’s crisis 


Jordan Times tel 667171 


shook Latin America’s; 
emerging markets. 

"We (now) have an addi- 
tional $11.1 billion that allow 
us to ratify convertibility that 
is, the backing in gold and 
foreign currencies of Argenti- 
na’s money, to ensure the 
timely payment of $5.2 bil- 
lion in debt maturing in 1995 
and to consolidate ... Argen- 
tine banks,” Mr. Cavallo told 
reporters. 

He said he would 
announce Wednesday a 
series of tax measures that 
will help achieve the planned 
$4.4 billion fiscal surplus. 

The planned $4.4 billion 
fiscal surplus is calculated on 
the basis of a 1995 growth 
estimate revised down to 
three per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
from the earlier forecast of 
4.5 per cent, he added. 

“But we believe, however, 
that this is the most pessimis- 
tic hypothesis,” Mr. Cavallo 


said. If credit was generated 
again, growth could still 
reach the 4.5 per cent mark, 
he add&L 

Argentina returned to the 
IMF's coffers after giving up 
voluntarily last year the last 
two tranches of an earlier 
extended fund facility (JEFF) 
worth a combined $420 mil- 
lion, saying it had full and 
free access to voluntary capit- 
al markets worldwide. 

Faced with a S4 billion fall 
in bank deposits since Mex- 
ico’s Dec. 20 devaluation and 
a slump of more than $2.0 
billion in central bank foreign 
reserves, Mr. Cavallo de- 
cided this month to draw 
down the $420 million after 
all. 

Then last week, faced with 
an increasing liquidity crunch 
that has already caused prices 
to deflate so far in March, the 
government decided to tap 
the IMF for a more sizeable 
loan. 
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shorter term, in the attitudes 
of monetary authorities in 
Washington, Frankfurt and 
Tokyo. 

They implied there was not 
much chance of any early 
upward adjustment of U.S. 
snort term rates timed to 
coincide with reductions in 
German and Japanese rates 
to steady the markets. 

The problem was that this 
sort of action might not be 
perceived as being consistent 
with immediate domestic 
economic objectives, except 
in Japan, where the super- 
strong yen appears In- 
creasingly as a threat to eco- 
nomic recovery, a European 
economist commented. 

Interest rate policy has re- 
mained a matter for 
sovereign decisions whdh has 
never folly entered the orbit 
of G-7 policy coordination, 
he added. 

Hans Tietmeyer, president 
of the German Bundesbank, 
told reporters at the Swiss 
banking centre of Basel after 
the monthly meeting of key 
central banks on Monday 
that it was up to each country 
to face its fundamental prob- 
lems in a “credible” manner. 

Mr. Tietmeyer also prom- 
ised continued ‘close’ coop- 
eration among the central 
banks, which staged an un- 
usual concerted intervention 
to check tbe dollar’s fall at 
the beginning of the month, 
and predicted that the cur- 
rency would continue to firm 
up. 

The foreign exchanges re- 
mained fairly calm Tuesday 
with the dollar benefitting 
from a breather in London, 
where it was quoted around 
mid-day at DM 1.4095 and 
90.80 yen up, from the over- 
night dosing rates of respe- 
rively 1.4065 and 90.35. 

The G-7 offidals joined 
finance ministry and central 
bank delegates from the 
Netherlands, Sweden and 
Switzerland just before noon 
in a high-level working party, 
the WP3, of the 25-nation 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD), which moni- 
tors economic and monetary 
developments. 


U.S. report says Egypt 
may have to wait for boom 


CAIRO (R) — The U.S. 
embassy in Cairo, in its 
annual review of the Egyp- 
tian economy, said Egyptians 
would probably have to keep 
waiting for the long-awaited 
boom which structural re- 
form might eventually bring 
about. 

The report, entitled fore- 
ign economic trends and 
dated March, also casts doubt 
on the bigh figures for econo- 
mic growth reported by the 
government for the last fiscal 
year. 

Public Sector Minister Atef 
Obeid said last month that 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) grew a real 3.9 per 
cent in the year ending June 
1994, up from 2.4 per cent in 
the previous year. 

But the U.S. embassy re- 
port said: “More conserva- 
tive estimates place that fi- 
gure (1993-4 GDP) closer to 
two per cent.” 

“Projections for 94/95 
range from the official esti- 
mate of six per cent to more 
modest projections of 2.0 to 
2.5 per cent,” the report 
added. “Although the cur- 
rent spate of activity in some 
sectors... is encouraging, 
tight government fiscal poli- 
cy, high interest rates, unset- 
tled foreign exchange mar- 
kets and limited private sec- 
tor activity are likely to con- 
strain growth rates for the 


foreseeable future.” 

On the dollar-Egyptian 
pound exchange rate, the 
most controversial issue in 
talks between Egypt and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) the embassy report 
said it expected the govern- 
ment to remain firmly against 
devaluation. 

“Modest corrections to im- 
prove Egypt's export com- 
petitiveness cannot be ruled 
out,” it added cautiously. 

The Egyptian pound has 
been steady at between 3.30 
and 3.40 to the U.S. dollar 
for more than three years 
despite the gap between dol- 
lar inflation and pound infla- 
tion. 

The IMF believes devalua- 
tion would stimulate exports 
but the government, backed 
by many businessmen, says 
the damage from devaluation 
would be greater than the 
benefits. 

The embassy report listed 
deteriorating competitiveness 
as one reason why visible 
exports fell in l$93/4 to 
$3,065 billion from $3,417 
billion the previous year. 

It said that any significant 
acceleration of economic- 
growth depended on more 
rapid structural reform. 

“The desultory nature of 
the economic reform prog- 
ramme in 1994 has led some 
observers to argue that the 


programme has stalled. Govern- 
ment actions, particularly 
with regard to privatisation 
and trade liberalisation, wil] 
be closely monitored by in- 
vestors both at home and 
abroad,” it said. 

“Inflationary pressures, 
extremist violence and poli- 
tical considerations, includ- 
ing the 1995 elections, could 
contribute to a delay in im- 
plementation of promised re- 
forms,” it added. 

Other predictions in the 
report include: 

— Unless the pound comes 
under pressure, interest rates 
should move downwards, 
causing a temporary but man- 
ageable outflow of capital. 

— Balance of payments 
prospects are fair. Tourism, 
hard hit by political violence, 
should begin to pick up and 
remittances will remain 
steady at about $5 billion a 
year.' A modest fall in both 
oil and Suez Canal revenues 
is to be expected. 

— The government will 
continue to bold the line on 
spending so new jobs will 
depend on a robust private 
sector. 

— Competition in the 
banking sector will remain 
intense, less profitable banks 
will probably merge and 
some foreign banks may poll 
out of market altogether. 


U.S. foreign trade deficit 
soars to $155.67b in 1994 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The deficit in the broadest 
measure of foreign trade 
soared to $155.67 btllion last 
year, the second worst per- 
formance in history, high- 
lighting the country’s worsen- 
ing trade problems. Analysts 
have blamed this deteriora- 
tion for much of the dollar's 
recent weakness. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment reported Tuesday that 
the deficit in the nation’s 
current account was 50 per 
cent larger than the 1993 
imbalance of $103.90 billion. 

The year ended on an ex- 
ceptionally weak note with a 
trade gap in the October- 
December quarter of $44.76 
billion, an all-time high for a 
single quarter. 

Tbe current account is con- 
sidered the broadest gauge of 
a country’s trade perform- 
ance because it measures not 
only trade in goods and ser- 
vices, reflected in the govern- 
ment’s monthly report, but it 
also measures investment 
flows between countries and 
foreign aid. 

For 1994, the United States 
suffered the first deficit in 
investment income since the 
government began keeping 
the current series of records 
in 1960, a shortfall of $15.18 


billion. 

Economists said this de- 
terioration reflected tbe fact 
that the United States during 
the 1980s was transformed 
from tbe world's largest cre- 
ditor country to the world’s 


largest debtor nation. 

The deficit in investment 
income m 1994 was likely the 
first since the turn of this 
century when the United 
States was paying oft loans 
from abroad. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


(!inemd 3 


By Glasbergen 



“You had two handfuls more popcorn 
than I got. That ruined the whole movie 
for me!” 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 15, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be conscientious and gear yourself 
more to die expectations of higher ups now. Don t force any 
condition on anyone else. Wait to see what happens. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Find your self expression via a new 
interest so chat your future becomes brighter for you- Relax at home 
tonight with mate or loved one. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You have the know-how to handle 
your responsibilities wisely and quickly, so don't waste time today. 
Take no risk with your savings or you may find yourself in finanr&i 
problems. 

MOON CUiiJ>REN: (June 22 to July 21) Find out what is expected 
you by others today and state your aims dearly to tbem. Try to 
please your mate more and bappines will prevail. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Detve right into aO the tasks demanding 
your attention instead of wasting time with unimportant matters 
today. Strive for happiness in your personal and professional life. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Today you should contact 
good friends and make plans for recreations you wish to engage in 
later. Handle business affairs wisely and you will have much success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Try to meet the expectations 
of fami ly members today so that you can have more harmony at 
home. Plan how to gain your finest aims which you very much 
desire. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Something you read in the 
newspaper can assist you greatly today. Be sure not to lose yoor 
temper with anyone at this time or it could work out agai nst you- 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Forget fun for now 
and spend more time on important financial matters. Be sure to 
avoid unnecessary expenditures of money, otherwise it might not be 
there when you really need it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Be more cooperative 
with others today and gain favours you'll need in the future. An 
unexpected opportunity could come your way now which could be 
successful later. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Contacting advisors you 
trust and gaming knowledge from them today is wise. Sidestep one 
who’s making trouble for you with those others. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You have to exert more effort 
now to gam your personal aims. Be careful in motion today and 
avoid possible accidents to you and to others. 

Brrthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

<v by Henri Arnold end Mike Argirton 


Unscramble ifiesB lour Jumbles, 
one lener to each SQi^re, to lorm 
lour ordinary words. 



THE Daily Crossword byHarwyLi 


5 Ancient kingdom 

9 Louisiana toiivb 
M SunwnOed by 

15 *Hawtieye‘ 

16 Come iv 

17 Wander 

18 Actual 

19 Accuses 
30 Pass 

21 Tine tone 


(hunting dor]) 

25 Parter Bonheur 

27 One. On 

28 Pedcls 

32 n«rae*on 

35 Ramw’piatlwm 
38 Cbveou 

37 Tired ala hof» 

38 Mai msltar 
4i Pram's slat 
■*2' Vert* wort 
■w DouWe curve 
45 While hertfi 
47 Ready 

4 9 Patriotic «g 
50 ' — creature 
w»..' 

51 Abhor 

W — Lots Otxstw 
56 Sinclair Lewis 
novel 

60 Pubic square 
62 Upon die 
surface ol 

33 Comm, xi cone 

64 Palmy havens 

65 — mateUv 

66 Twofold 

07 Gigqte 

66 GacSc 
6S Aleutian Hie 


aaiaaiHul 


a s:ssss n iSi 

AiHH^anS 1 ! 






1 Chute or graph 
Sion 

2 In a group of 

3 BartMte'* 
‘ramimeni 

4 Fan 

5 Abandon on an 
■Blond 

6 NYdiy 

7 Alaskan Bland 


0 Fancy dance 

eGorjc 
10 Coach 
Parsoglun 
H Cv Young aware 

12 Employs 

13 Aene 

21A4ak« revtsrens 

22 QcWorjIo 
26 ‘ A Boy Named 

20 Yawned 

29 Mantra 

30 Ireland 

31 M.D.Vrfghl 


3S Cookie 

33 Brace 

34 liqutx is 

qutior'poei 

35 Venation 
"«iteraie 

39 CH sixty minutes 

40 Vaquenp'* kern 
49 GTs address 

4fi Pan of iho 


Puzzle solved: 


uauBQ □□□□ onnal 

aaaag □□□□□□□□ 

ljcjuuu □□annaoDa 
HEHH EJDE2 Bu riun I 
BQUQ QDQE3 
EJIUQQQQ □Don u n w . 
□UQUQDDn nHin nnn 
□□□□ DOB DQDQ 

DuQ BDUunnuiLirmii 

□□HQaun nnnnnn 

. DUBB QQHB 

□he Liu qqq anna , 
anDUQ 
Qhbob 

□tagg ddf] ft Qtaaaa] 


Islands 

40 Comteftabie 
49 Una Mgradua re's 
goal 

51 —down 
(reprimand} 

52 Swaggor 


53 Pick up Via lab 
5« “Owl. damned - 
55 Wings 
ST insearvore 
50 Al any ttrae 
SB Asian man 
61 Waltz onang 
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A review 
of economic news 
■.from the Arabic press 


'fsirfr..- 


Land prices 
joingup; 
construction 
flowing down 

REAL ESTATE 

: ' -roker says land trading is 
,ow taking a new geograph 
-I direction as demand is high 

■ or land stretching south of 
Amman and along the 
ordanian-Israeli border line, 
-fating that activity in land 

•• . rading is above the normal 
-*vel, the broker says large 
irofits are being reaped from 

■ uch trade which boomed 
: .ritbin a short period. With 

ligh returns on land trading. 
Estimated at 42 per cent, the 
instruction activity has 
bopped sharply as statistics 
bow a 40 per cent decline in 
wilding permits. Experts 
joint out that land trading 
las become more profitable 
tnd that high prices for land 
s causing the slowdown in 
wilding activity (AI Aswaq). 




deficit 
1994 
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irifr THE POSTAL Savings 
-and raised interest rates on 
ordinary saving accounts to 
iix per cent and on saving for 
education accounts to seven 
aer cent per annum (Al 
fca’i)- 

☆*IN ACCORDANCE 
with a new policy, the Ten- 
ders Department, wDl only 
award one tender to a con- 
' - tractor so as to spread pro- 
’ ■ - jects among all contractors. It 
is expectedthat up to JD 200 
million of projects will be 
awarded this year compared 
to projects valued at JD 117 

million last year. In 1993, the 

-department awarded projects 

valued at JD 176 million (Al 
Ra’i) 

1 **■ ;f ** TOE TOURISM In vest- 
s' ment Department at die So- 

cial Security Corporation has 
... prepared a marketing plan 
for resthouses and the Aqaba 
Hotel during 1995 at a cost of 
JD 3 million. According to 
the plan, thirty bangalows 
will be inaugurated at the 
Dead Sea Resthouse this 
'. month. A conference hall 
that can accommodate 500 
persons will also be built at 
_the Dead Sea Resthouse. The 
plan envisages completing 
he Petra Resthouse, trans- 
, erring the Madaba Resth- 
'juse to the private sector, 
1 updating most of die banga- 
ows at the Aqaba Hotel and 
easing the Dibbeen Resth- 
. "iuse to the private sector (Al 
la’i). 

' >☆ THE HOUSING • and 
Jrbau Development Depart- 
nent (HUDD) is negotiating 
nth a number of local and 
oreign organisations regard- 
ig the feasibility of restruc- 
- Bring the housing sector in- 
. luding HUDD itself. 
IUDD Director-General 
.'ousef Hiyasat said that after 
• ' lerging the Housing Cor- 
• ' oration and the Urban De- 
elopment Department into 
rUDD “the problems faring 
■ le housing sector were iden- 
tied and the relationships 
ith other government de- 
artments were organised 
' ad, as such, the climate has 
scome suitable to proceed 
wards a qualitative step by 
;structing HUDD.” He 
ided that the outcome could 

to turn the department 

to a public shareholding 
umpany. Mr. Hiyasat 
minted out that “once a final 
treement is reached, the 
'orld Bank may participate 
the financing'' (Al Ra’i). 

☆ TOBACCO FARMERS 
e demanding that the gov- 
nment retract its derision 
reduce the areas for plant- 
g tobacco from 58,000 
nums to 29,000 dunums. 
ie fanners complain that 
i decision was too late as it 
aecially came after the end 
the harvest season. They 
int out that some 50,000 
aple work in the tobacco 
ming, and cutting back on 
: crop means added unem- 
■ytnent and poverty (Al 
’*)• 

^the agricultu- 

M Credit Corporation 
pC) has become the sole 
jrial government source 
agricultural lending 
ougnout the Kingdom af- 
government stopped 
Cooperative Organisa- 

0 ana the _ Cooperative 
from giving loans due 

their finanrial incapacity 

1 Dustour). 



State spending cuts pressure 
Arab Gulf gold market 


DUBAI (R) — Bloated 
budget deficits and cuts in 
government ^pending in the 
Gulf are putting pressure on 
gold demand in the region, 
where analysts and traders 
expect a slow-down in sales 
this year. 

“The outlook for the Gulf 
(this year) is a slight decline 
over 1994 since the local eco- 
nomies are facing increasing- 
ly large budget deficits which 
translate into severe reduc- 
tions in public expenditure,” 
World Gold Council area 
manager for the Middle East 
and India, Pedro Bertran told 
Reuters. 

Low world oil prices and 
huge infrastructure costs 
have prompted governments 
in the region to slash spend- 
ing. 

However, Mr. Bertan said 
there was still some room for 
optimism for the gold trade 
and cited a rise in demand in 
Saudi Arabia in the fourth 
quarter of 1994 as an en- 
couraging sign. 

Last year demand in Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates fUAE) dropped 11 
per cent in to 207 tonnes. 

Dealers in UAE member 
Dubai, a world trading centre 
for the yellow metal, said the 
effects of public spending 
cuts were already evident in 
their sales. “Business is down 
this year, maybe about 40 per 
cent lower than last year,” 
one trader said. 

“Last year was definitely 
better than this year has been 
so far,” said another. 

Government spending cuts 
have also slashed disposable 
incomes. “ People don't have 
the disposable income any- 
more, everything is getting so 
expensive and the public 


doesn't save money,” said 
one trader. 

Sales during the last few 
days of the Islamic month of 
Ramadan, traditionally good 
for the gold market as people 
buy jewellery ahead of the 
Eid Al Fltr holiday, were 
very disappointing. 

“Ramadan was very bad. 
People didn’t spend on gold, 
they went to the hotels in- 
stead,” said a trader, refer- 
ring to the gatherings Mus- 
lims usually attend during the 
four-day Eid break. 

Other disturbing trends 
seem to be emerging in the 
market. 

Some traders say Indian 
expatriates, traditionally 
large investors in the yellow 
metal, are gradually diver- 
sifying their investments, 
moving away from gold and 
towards shares back home. 

“Indians are putting 
money into the share market 
rather than in gold,” an Indi- 
an shopkeeper said. 'This 
man used to buy gold when 
he had saved some money, 
now be has just bought 
shares.” he said. 

But Indians and other ex- 
patriates from the sub- 
continent as well as Arabs are 
still the main consumers of 
gold. • 

Mr. Bertran said that as 
the Indian and Pakistani eco- 
nomies open up, their re- 
liance on Dubai as a trade 
centre would lessen. 

“You may anticipate that 
in the long run, both coun- 
tries will go directly to the 
source.” he said. 

Another good source of 
demand for gold from the 
more than 400 gold shops in 
Dubai's downtown souk has, 
in the past, come from Rus- 
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Currency 

Bid 

OTTer 

L--S. Dollar 

HBRSI 

0.6900 

Slcrlina Pound 

1.09U 

1.0973 

Deuudit Mark 

J.4S7S 

0.490C 

Sub* Franc 

0-5S4I 

0.5S70 

F ranch Franc 

0.1571 

0. J37f 

Japannc Yen 

0.7369 

0. 7a07 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4349 

0.4371 

Swedish Krona 



lulian Lira 

0.0409 

0.04 n 

Belgian Franc 
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Date: M/5. N95 


Curreno 

Bid 

OfTtr 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.6100 

j.sr:0 

Lebanese Lira' 

0.041763 

0.04:740 

Saudi Rival 

0.1631 

0.1J41 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

7.3000 

:.5500 

Qalari Riyai 

0.1S7S 

0.1691 

E^ipfian Pound 

0.1S30 

0.2063 

Omani Riyai 

1.7790 

1.7910 

IAE Dirham 

0. 1666 

0.167S 

Greek Drachma 

O.C 755 

0.3263 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4443 

1.3S70 


sian tourists. 

“But these days Russians 
aren’t buying gold so much, 
they're buying electronics in- 
stead,” said one trader. 

Those Russians who are 
buying gold are only going 
for the cheaper, machine- 
made pieces for resale at 
home, traders said. 

“We are making very Httle 
profit on sales to Russians, 
perhaps half a dirham (SC.13) 
a gramme,” a trader said. 

Traders are holding out for 
a small recovery in the run-up 
to Indian school holidays in 
late June. “People like to buy 
gold before they go home for 
the summer. We hope sales 
will pick up then,” said one. 


Coffee prices drop 


LONDON (R) — Coffee 
prices fell almost seven per 
cent Tuesday morning in a 
sell-off by speculators and the 
coffee trade after surprise 
news of a raised U.S. crop 
estimate for Brazil, the 
world’s biggest exporter. 

“There was panic selling 
from both speculators ana 
the trade,” said a dealer. 

London May reboust cof- 
fee futures were soon down 
to S3,119 from a four-month 
traded high Monday of 
S3 348. 

The market largely ignored 
a new accord agreed by pro- 
ducers late Monday to curb 
exports if prices do not move 
higher soon, although this ay 
in time put a floor under the 
market. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture — also late Mon- 


day — estimated Brazil's 
1995-96 crop at 16.7 to 18.2 
million (60-kg) bags, up from 
a December forecast of 15.7 
to 17.7 million. 

“If anything, due to the dry 
weather in certain areas we 
thought the number might be 
lower,” a U.S.-based trader 
said. 

The Association of Coffee 
Producing Countries (ACPC) 
led by Brazil agreed new 
triggers for coffee retention 
by 13 countries of 10 to 20 per 
cent of exports after an inter- 
val of 20 days from now. The 
new pricing triggers are just 
above current values. 

But others said the produc- 
ers would need unity to make 
the plan wok whilst the high 
prices were likely to mean 
that coffee consumption re- 
mained stable. 
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Minister awards 
ISO 9000 certificate 
to Jordanian firm 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 


1.4164/74 

Canadian dollar 

1.4096/06 

Dentschemarks 

1.5808/18 

Dutch guilders 

1.1740/50 

Swiss femes 

29.14/18 

Belgian francs 

5.0195/45 

French francs 

1683.0/8.0 

Italian lire 

91.17/27 

Japanese yen 

7.2450/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.2990/40 

Norwegian crowns 

6.6685/35 

Danish crowns 

$1.5858/68 



FXNANCXAX. MIURKET 
BOUSING BANK CBNTBH AMMAN - SHMBISANI 
TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANISED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 14/03/1995 



COMPANY'S NAME 


ho. or 

SHARES 

TRADED 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


PREV. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 


ARAB BANK PIC 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NEW 
MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

THE BOOSING BANK 
JORDAN GULF BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK 
BEIT ELHAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT POR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


580 

109125 

188.250 

188. DOO 

12800 

56572 

4.420 

4.420 

10900 

46107 

4.230 

4.230 

132S0 

19470 

1.500 

1.450 

b250 

19530 

6.020 

6.010 

500 

610 

1.260 

1.220 

3950 

14799 

3.770 

3.740 

5000 

16500 

3.410 

3*300 

200 

756 

3.860 

3.780 

1950 

5877 

3.060 

3.010 

14500 

15515 

1.090 

1.070 

5400 

6772. 

1.320 

1.250 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 
VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 
ARAB XHTERKBTIQKAL HOTELS 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SEC URITIES 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 


72310 


2050 


2050 


7150 

5750 

250 

5100 

600 

14250 

500 

200 

500 


311720 


49B2 


4982 


10983 

8486 

1663 

25245 

2760 

44796 

1025 

220 

435 


INDEX NUMBER i-JJB. 65 
CHANGE : -0.36* 


2.450 2.430 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE 


136.30 

-0.09* 


1.570 

1.490 

6.750 

5.000 

4.600 

3.270 

2.050 

1.150 

.920 


1.530 
1.480 
6.650 
4.95Q 
4.600 
3.140 
2.050 
1.100 
. B70 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


JORDAN TOBACCO S CIGARETTES 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REF INARY 
THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DAHA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT G IHERHAXXOHAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
■JORDAN INDUSTRIES E MATCH/ JXHCO 
JORDAN SULPHO-CHEKXCALS ' - 

ARAB CENTER FOR FHARK. & CHEMICALS 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


34300 

95613 INDEX NUMBER: 128.67 
CHANCE : -1.29* 

200 

5800 

30.000 

29.000 

16592 

49596 

2.990 

2.990 

10 

93 

9.300 

9.300 

1900 

14131 

7.450 

7.420 

19250 

77872 

4.100 

4.050 

3450 

9292 

2.700 

2.700 

7950 

21748 

2.790 

2.730 

5710 

44526 

7.870 

7.800 

6200 

5215 

.670 

.850 

850 

5440 

6.480 

6.400 

32550 

205S5 

.660 

.640 

3350 

4559 

1.390 

1.360 

2700 

9750 

3.580 

3.500 

lOOO 

4150 

4.150 

4.150 

2650 

, . pJ 1723 

.680 

.650 

500 •• 

775 

1.580 

‘ 1.550 ‘ 

1650 

3931 

2.440 

2.330 

4400- • 

17734 

4.100 

4.000 

5075 

10102 

2.040 

1.940 


I N D 0 S T R I “A L 


SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


115987 


224647 


307019 INDEX NUMBER: 119.72 
CHANGE S -0.55* 

719333 INDEX NUMBER: 140.48 
CHANGE : -0.49* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


150911 

171718 



By Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan will be- 
an negotiations to enter the 
General Agreement of Tariff 
and Trade (GATT) in two 
months’ time with the aim of 
becoming a full member in 
the international trade agree- 
ment in one to two years. 
Industry and Trade Minister 
Ali Abul Ragheb said Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb noted 
that this requires Jordan to 
improve its standards of 
manufacturing in order to 
compete in international 
markets once Jordanian mar- 
kets are opened in accord- 
ance with GATT terms. 

The minister, deputising 
for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, was 
addressing a ceremony of 
awarding the first ISO 9000 
standards certificate to Jor- 
dan Lift & Crane Manufac- 
turing Company (JO LIFT) 
by Lloyd’s Register Quality 
Assurance Company. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb con- 
veyed congratulations from 
His Ro yal Highness to 
JOLIFT for this achieve- 
ment. 

He indicated that acquiring 
the certification would not 
only serve Jordanian com- 
panies as the Kingdom 
embarks to enter internation- 
al and bilateral trade agree- 
ments, but would also be a 
prerequisite for bidding in 
public tenders- in the King- 
dom. 

“There is a certain tenden- 
cy on the part of the govern- 
ment that, after a grace 
period, all companies want- 
ing to enter public tenders 
will have to carry the seal of 
approval,” the minister 
emphasised. 

He added that this issue 
will be taken into considera- 
tion when drafting the stan- 
dards and specifications law. 

The minister denied any 
government plans to give 
companies awarded the ISO 
9000 certificate any special 
benefits from the state with 
regard to local specification 
procedures, but noted that 
benefits — in general — will 
be enjoyed by certified com- 
panies. 

“There will be no special 
treatment for certified com- 
panies other than the in- 
crease of work volume and 
standard improvement, in 
addition to being able to bid 
in public tenders iu the future 


as indicated previously” he 
said. 

Director General of 
JOLIFT, Moris Sawalha, said 
that his company invested JD 
250,000 in the process of re- 
ceiving the ISO 9000 certi- 
fication. This, he said, co- 
vered fees, training, produc- 
tion adjustments and so 
forth. 

He noted that what promp- 
ted the company to seek the 
certification was expanded 
international markets and the 
determination to maintain 
them. 

“In mid 80’s we entered 
the European markets, and 
by 1990 we established 
ourselves firmly in Europe. 
In the same year the Gulf war 
broke out while we were in 
the middle of negotiations to 
provide a project in London 
with lifts, and we could not 
continue the negotiations due 
to delivery difficulties caused 
by conditions in the region,” 
Mr. Sawalha said. 

He added that it was then 
that JOLIFT decided to work 
on the issue of acquiring the 
ISO 9000 certificate in order 
not to be hostage to regional 
conditions of exports, but for 
exports to be determined on 
competitive and quality stan- 
dards. 

JOLIFT is the first Jorda- 
- man company to receive this 
international quality stan- 
dards certificate. Hie ISO 
9001 quality standard indade 
the functions of quality man- 
agement system of design, 
manufacture, installation and 
maintenance sendees. 

Lloyd's Register carried 
out a range of training and 
consultancy work with the 
company, assisting it in de- 
veloping and documenting its 
quality management system 
as well as making various 
recommendations. 

Lloyd's Register held 
sev eral seminars for 
JOLIFTs management on 
the principles of quality man- 
agement and quality control 
and the requirements of ISO 
9001. 

A trial assessment of the 
company’s system was con- 
ducted last year and follow- 
ing Lloyd’s Register’s recom- 
mendations and changes in 
accordance with revisions to 
the standards themselves. 
JOLIFT applied for certifica- 
tion. 

The company, which has a 
JD 1 million capital received 
the certificate on Jan 22. 



SSi«& 

FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vfflas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many Ratings of 
vitas, flats, and bu&fing tots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details ceil: 

Abdoun Rial Estate 
TbL 81 0605/81 0809 
816528 
Fax: 610628 


^4 A SECURE 

Hotel 
Sweiflyeh 





it.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY , 


I All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 
* A 'LaJatfl 

! JjiA (fA ftp UtAf 

863944 - 816690 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Shmeisarti 
TeL 693399 


v A 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman .. 




SANABELI 

REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 
Fax. 864231 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our chop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 
30% Uugur 

• Ffmm •■I«rfi- 
20 x JO cm 



RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 


WE HAVt NO OTHEH BRANCHES 


SZECHWAN KARBENS 
EffflCESE RB 5 TADRANT 


TSsIrs mwrmy is mUaMi 

Shat MrArabSeyN 
Urn Uttenh COnxiwcV Ctrtn 

TaU 881174 
JacftleUd 


m 


Q 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Sir near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open front: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 

8:30 - 11:30 p.m. 

* Tel.: 861838 




IRgstauront 'Tapes- 

Open Vailfy 

from* 

12a-.m ; - 12p.m. 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle- 
Tel. 61 50 61 


9 THEY ' SAID at-^rl!?2o TE L. 

tjP 9 Sweifiyeh 

* AUTHENTIC COIVIMETSTS ' 



The service was superb. The waiters 
extremely polite . The ambience of the 
restaurant is quite nice too. j an s. 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Sports 


Grobbelaar and Segers arrested 


SOUTHAMPTON (Agen- 
cies) — Goalkeepers Bruce 
Grobbelaar of Southampton 
and Hans Segers of Wimble- 
don and Aston Villa striker 
John Fashanu were arrested 
Tuesday in connection with 
match-fixing allegations, 
police said. 

Also arrested were a 
Malaysian businessman and 
Fashanu 's girlfriend. 

Police arrested 
Zimbabwean-born Grobbe- 
laar at his home in Hamp- 
shire, Southern England, 
shortly before 0700 GMT and 
took him to the local station 
for questioning. 


at her London home. 

“A number of people have 
been arrested. ..there are 
connections with the football 
world,” detective Chief In- 
spector Ron Davies told BBC 
radio. 

He said Grobbelaar was 
arrested “on suspicion of 
being involved in a conspira- 
cy to defraud that relates to 
allegations of corruption in- 
volving football league 


matches.” 

Asked whether the flam- 
boyant goalkeeper would be 
formally charged on Tues- 
day, Davis said "I am not 
prepared to speculate on the 
outcome of what happens to- 
day.” 

Grobbelaar, 37, bas stre- 
nuously denied the charges 
and has carried on playing 
soccer both for Southampton 
and for his national side Zim- 


I 


Wimbledon goalkeeper 
Hans Segers was arrested at 
his home in Hampshire at the 
same time. 

The detective leading in- 


quiries said other people had 
also been arrested but de- 


also been arrested but de- 
clined to give details. First 
unconfirmed reports said 
another four people were 
being held. 

No charges have yet been 
brought. 

The arrests follow a four- 
month investigation into 
allegations that Grobbelaar. 
who plays for Southampton, 
was offered bribes to swing 
the result of soccer matches 
for a shadowy group of Asian 
gamblers. 

Police also said Melissa 
Kassimads — girlfriend of 
Aston Villa player John 
Fashanu — had been arrested 



Disgraced Chelsea and England midfielder Dennis Wise 
enters London’s Magistrate’s Court where he was sentenced 
to three months for assaulting a taxi driver (AFP photo) 


babwe. 

England's Football Asso- 
ciation (F.A.) has, however, 
already charged him with im- 
proper conduct liable to bring 
the game into disrepute. 

The charges, which first 
surfaced in a British news- 
paper last November, relate 
to Grobbelaar's 13-year 
career with Liverpool. 

The newspaper accused 
him of accepting a £40,000 
($64,000) bribe to ‘throw’ a 
Liverpool match with New- 
castle in November 1993. 
Liverpool lost the match 3-0. 

Grobbelaar, English soc- 
cer's most successful goal- 
keeper, won almost every 
honour in the game with 
Liverpool including six 
League titles, three F.A. Cup 
Winners' medals and the 
European Cup in 1984. 

The arrests marked the 
latest blow to the image of 
English soccer, which has suf- 
fered a series of scandals this 
season. 

Manchester United striker 
Eric Cantona has been sus- 
pended until next October 
for his flying kick on a taunt- 
ing Crystal Palace spectator. 
Cantona and teammate Paul 
Ince have both been charged 
with assault in the incident 
and face a court appearance 
March 23. 

Chelsea and England mid- 
fielder Dennis Wise was sent- 
enced to three months in jail 
Monday for assaulting a 65- 
year-old taxi driver. He was 




Fite photo of English football’s best-known- goalkeeper 
Brace Grobbelaar who was arrested Tuesday on mafeb- 
ffaring allegations (AFP photo) 


freed on bail pending an 
appeal. 

George Graham was fired 
as Arsenal manager last 


month and charged with mis- 
conduct by the FA for 
allegedly receiving under- 
the-table transfer payments. 


Soccer on an uneven pitch — an Asian tradition 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Gambling on soccer matches 
is virtually a pastime in itself 
in Southeast Asia where bet- 
ting syndicates are said to 
have tempted several players 


in Europe. 

A Far East syndicate is said 
to be at the centre of the 
activities that led to the 
arrests of star English goal- 
keepers Bruce Grobbelaar 


FOR RENT 


Independent second floor of a villa located 
between 6th and 7th Circles of area 310 sq.m. 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 
bathrooms, 2 balconies. Spacious living room 
and reception, dining area and kitchen. Sepa- 
rate entrance and utilities, garage and tele- 
phone. 

For more details,- please call: 822868 or 
665756 Amman 


and Hans Segers on Tuesday 
as part of a bribery inquiry. 

News of the arrests 
brought little comment from 
the Asian football authorities 
who are busy trying to handle 
comiption on a vast scale. 

More than 120 players in 
Malaysia have been arrested 
and most banished to internal 
exile. Czech player Michael 
Varna fled Singapore where 
he faces charges over match 
fixing. A FIFA registered re- 


feree has already been tried 
there. 

Betting on soccer in 
Malaysia, Thailand, Indone- 
sia and Singapore is said to be 
worth tens of millions of 
dollars a year. 

The Asian Football Con- 
federation has known about 
it for years but says it has 
been powerless to anything. 

AFC genera] secretary, Pe- 
ter Velappan, said at the time 
the Groobelaar allegations 


were first made in a British 
newspaper that he would not 
be surprised “if they are just 
the tip of the iceberg." 

The organisation is very 
sophisticated and wide- 
ranging. Bets are made not 
just on the result of a match. 
Gamblers put money on 
when the first goal is scored, 
the first yellow card shown 
and the half-time score. 
There are even multipliers 
linking all the different de- 


tails. 

“It is a vast operation and a 
very soda! thing,” said one 
Asian soccer official, who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. “Everyone knows 
where they can place a bet. It 
is just a telephone call away." 

Malaysian sources ex- 
plained the system. “There 
are plenty of matches where 
you know one side is stronger 
than the other and is bound 
to win," said one. 


UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S 
FUND (UNICEF) 

(AREA OFFICE) 

The United Nations Children’s Fund seeks 
qualified candidates for the following position: 

Programme Officer 
Duty Station: Amman, Jordan 

Under the supervision of the Area Representative, 
the Programme Officer will coordinate the Area 
Office programme team in planning, implementing, 
monitoring and evaluating UNICEF programmes of 
cooperation in Jordan for the benefit of disadvan- 
taged women and children. 

Participate in negotiations with national counterparts 
to develop, implement and periodically review the 
country programme. Develop programme plans and 
budgets, manage programme implementation and 
monitor its progress and performance. Prepare 
situation analyses, programme strategy documents, 
annual and periodic reports. Coordinate with coun- 
terparts in other international and non-governmental 
organisations. Undertake frequent field visits to 
project sites in Jordan, and occasional missions 
outside Jordan. Participate in childrelated confer- 
ences, meetings and working groups. 

Minimum qualifications: Post graduate degree in 
Social Development Field or other relevant field e.g. 
Public Health. Education, Urban Communications. 
Seven to 10 years of relevant working experience in 
either government, non-govemmenta! organisation, 
research or academic institution including social 
planning, programme management and appraisal. 
Fluency in English and Arabic with strong written 
skills. Computer skills (advanced Word Processing, 
Graphics, Lotus spread sheets) an advantage. 

Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting 
reference No./95/01 to: 

Operations Officer, 

UNICEF Area Office, 

P.O. Box 811721, 

Amman 11181 Jordan 
Qualified women are encouraged to apply. Applica- 
tions for this position must be received by March 
26th, 1995. Acknowledgement will only be sent to 
short-listed candidates under serious consideration. 

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment 


Located in Jabal Amman, <Third-Circle within a well kept 
pleasant building in a quiet neighbourhood. Two bed- 
rooms each with a closed-in veranda-Dining and Jiving 
room, one bathroom. Own central heating and telephone. 
Fully equipped kitchen. 

Phone 641340 or 642891 after 1 p.m. 


St Petersburg to bid 
for 2004 Olympics 


FOR RENT 

NEW FURNISHED APARTMENT 


First floor, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L-shaped 
living area, new big kitchen fully equipped, 
veranda with a panoramic view, central heat- 
ing, telephone, covered parking, and storage. 

For an appointment, please call: 
Tel. 692014 or 736466 


ST PETERSBURG (R) — St Petersburg, venue of the 
1994 Goodwill Games, is planning a bid to host the 2004 
Sommer Olympics. 

“St Petersburg is ready to stage not only the Summer 
Olympics, but the winter, fall, spring and any other ones as 
well," stressed Russian Olympic Committee spokeswoman 
Svetlana Smirnova. 

“We will formally submit an application to the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee within the next two months." 

The city, Russia's former home to the Tsars, joins 13 
other cities which have said they want to host the 28th 
summer Olympics. Cape Town, Istanbul, San Juan and 


Seville have already submitted formal applications. 
Moscow hosted the Summer Games in 1980, alth 


FOR SALE 
BY TENDER 

1989 white Toyota Corona, automatic, with air condition- 
ing. Good condition. 


For inspection contact the 

Australian Embassy 
Tel. 673246/47. 

Sealed bids should be lodged at the Embassy by 
COB 29 March 1995. 
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Moscow hosted the Summer Games in 1980, although 
athletes from many countries boycotted the event in protest 
at the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 

Russia’s Black Sea resort of Sochi applied to host the 
2002 Winter Olympics, but the town, better known as a 
summei vacation centre for Soviet-era leaders than as a 
winter sports centre, did not make it on to the shortlist of 
four candidate cities. 

“Ever since Sochi fell off the list, St Petersburg has got 
very excited about applying and keeping Russia’s hope 
alive,” said Yelena Kalinovskaya of the St Petersburg 
mayor's sports committee. 

St Petersburg spent 52 million to remodel its Soviet-era 
sports facilities for the third Goodwill Games last year, the 
biggest international sporting event to be held in Russia 
since the Soviet Union fell apart in 1991. 

Several problems in this traditionally cold, breezy city 
provoked charges that St Petersburg was iU-prepared to 


stage a high-profile sports event. 

About 65,000 athletes, organisers and tourists turned out 


for the internationally-televised event, packing the city's 
hotels and leaving people scrambling for flights through its 
international airport. 

“LQlebammer was a stick in the woods when it bid for 
the 1992 Winter Olympics but then they spent eight years 
building the facilities they needed,” Smirnova said. “If they 
can do it, so can we.'’ 

The IOC will select the winner in September 1997. 


A FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


APARTMENT FOR RENT OR SALE 


200 metres from Goethe Institute 3rd Circle Jabal Amman. 
In villa Dr. George Sfeir nicely furnished apartment 
overlooking a most relaxing garden, for a single or couple. 

Tel. No. 641515 If Interested please do call be- 
tween 8-10 a.m. : 1-4 p.m. 


Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon and 
dining, with American kitchen and veranda. Located in 
Shmeisani, behind the Professional Associations Com- 
plex. 

Pis. call Tel. 812895 before 3 p.m. 
and 698499 In the evening 
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Faisali lose again 


in Cairo 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s A1 
Faisali Tuesday suffered a 
big 5-1 defeat to Tunisia’s 
AI Mustaqbal in their first 
round match at the 5th 
Arab Cup Winners' Cham- 
pionship in Cairo. 

Al Faisali thus wrapped 
up their participation with 
three defeats after having 
lost 1-0 to Egyptian cham- 
pions Al Ahli and Qatar's 
Al Arabi. 

Al Ahli and Al Musta- 
qbal qualified to the second 
round from Group A, 
while Group B qualifiers 
are likely to be Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Al Shabab and Olym- 
pic of Morocco who are 
seeking their fourth 
straight title. 

The other teams in the 
tournament are AI Qadis- 
sieh of Kuwait and Pales- 
tine's Rafah. 

Although Al Faisali had 
lost their first two matches, 
the team had appeared in 
good form and were highly 
praised by Egyptian media 
especially after they only 
conceded one goal to the 
powerful Egyptian host 
team. 

However Al Faisali dis- 
played the exact opposite 
in their match against Al 
Mustaqbal in which Al 
Faisali ’s defence seemed at 
a loss and allowed their 
opponents to score easily. 

The team lacked the 
efforts of key striker Jiryes 
Tadros who sat out the 
match with an aggravated 
injury. Subhi Suleiman and 
Jamal Abu Abed lost some 
chances but the Tunisian 
team totally dominated the 
match and missed some 
easy shots of their own. 

Karim Qarawi opened 
scoring in the 7th minute, 
bnt AI Faisali's Firas Al 
Khalaileh netted his team's 
equaliser and their only 
goal in the championship 
seven minutes later. 

Al Faisali were hear- 


However, the Tunisian 
team totally set the pace 
midway through the half as 
the game’s top player Abu 
Baker Juwarah took advan- 
tage of a defensive error to 
score his team’s second 

goal in the 21st minute. 

Sixteen minutes later, Al 
Mustaqbal’s Murad Ma- 
jdoub scord his team's third 
goal from exactly the same 
spot and defensive error by 
Al Faisali, thus ending the 
first half 3-1. 

Five minutes into the 
second half. AI Musta- 

a bal’s Abu Baker added 
te fourh goal when Al 


Faisali's Walid Mahmoud, 
a replacement goalie for 
the injured Anis Shafiq, 
dropped the ball as be 
jumped to save a powerful 
shot. 

Al Faisali again replaced 
their goalie with Ali 
Mahmoud, a newcomer; 
from Al Wihdat who signed 
for Al Faisali this season. 

The Tunisians lost an 
easy attempt in the tenth 
minute as three of their 


players faced an open goal 
but missed the shot. 


but missed the shot. 

Al Faisali's Subhi Sulei- ; 
man and Jamal Abu Abed 
led their team's attacks bat 
lacked accurate finishing. 


Al Mustaqbal’s Adel 
Jabbari sealed his team's 


tened after the goal and ing soccer team, Al Ahli, in 
Subhi Suleiman’s powerful association with the Arab 

shot missed the goal by.«w Football Federation. The 
inches. rournanieotends<March-19kr 


win when he netted the, 
fifth goal in the 39th minnte 
.to secure his team’s qual- 
ification to the second 
round. 

Meanwhile Kuwait's 
Qadissieh beat the Palesti- 
nian Shebab Rafah team 
4-0- 

All the goals were scored 
in the second half, in the 
47th, 56th, 67th and 81st, 
minutes. Hemed Al Saleh 
scored twice. , 

Saudi Arabia’s AI- 1 
Shabab beat Moroccan Al 
Olympic 1-0. 

Al Shabab’s Khaled EI- 
Dussary scored the only 
goal at the 84th minute. 

The tournament is being 
organised by Egypt's lead- 
ing soccer team, Al Ahli, in 
association with the Arab 


Tapie trial resumes 


VALENCIENNES. (AFP) 
— Jean- Jacques Eydelie, the 
alleged go-between told a 
court here on Tuesday that 
Bernard Tapie had not 
ordered the match-fixing 
which secured Olympique 
Marseille's fifth successive 
French league title in 1993. 

“To my knowledge he 
didn’t know about it,” the 
former Marseille player said 
after proceedings resumed 
following a dash between 
Tapie and his former general 
manager and co-accusedl 
Jean -Pie ire Bernes. 


morac and Eydelie alter their 
testimony. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTM OMAH SHAflIF 
& TANNAH HH9CM 


CARPp DIEM 


Bernes told the court on 
Monday he had followed 
Tapie’s orders when he and 
Eydelie offered three Valen- 
ciennes’ players 200.000 
francs ($40,000) each to 
throw the match. 

Presiding judge Bernard 
Langlade had cleared the 
court after Bernes’ lawyer 
Gilbert Collard accused 
Tapie of threatening his 
dient. 


Tapie. 52, faces two years’ 
jail and a 200,000 franc 
($40,000) fine for bribery and 
three years' jail and a 20,000 
franc fine for interfering with 
witnesses. 

The other defendants are 
former Valenciennes' players 
Christophe Robert and 
Argentina's 1986 and 1990 
World Cup star Jorge Bur- 
ruchaga. Robert’s wife, 
Marie-Christine, is charged 
with complidty. 

Tapie is also charged with 
trying to make the then 
Valenciennes coach Boro Pri- 



Neilher vulnerable. East deals. ' - _ 

NORTH ill " 

• K 8 4 3 ,a ' ' 

?» 

KJ 103 ■*. 

♦ A K 10 2 SU :• 

WEST EAST 

*Q«6 ♦ a . 

T 1074 32 TQ J 6 5 "■*. “ 

> o 6 5 : a q a Tfl- . 

*Q5 *4 8704 

SOUTH J • 

* J IO 9 7 a 

■ AK8 - 

:■ 8 7 4 • ■ 

* 9 3 • • ■. 

The bidding: - 

East South West North . 

1 * 1 ♦ Pass 4 * 

Pass Pass Pass - 

Opening lead: Queen of * jj; - — . 

Bridge is a Quid game. As the phjr 
progrwsea. different opportunities * 
open up. Be alert to seize them when i5 . 

Lhoy occur. . " • -T 

Although the quality of South 1 ! 
suit leave, something to be desired, 
we endorse the one-Bpsde ovenaB 
for Its preemptive value— it ett* 
the whole one-level from the oppo- 4--.., j 
nenta. North was full value for tbs * 
jump to game. H 

West led Lhe queen of dube, 2. •' : ., 

by dummy's king. Declarer to ■ i- .‘ 
hand with the ace of hearts to run .* 

the jack of wades, losing to Eatf'* 
ace. The hand was at the crossroad). - ‘ 

Lrft'e look at h from East's per - ■* V .’ " 
spective. Oulstde of the ace of j.- ' 
epades. the obvious tricks for the Vi 
defense are the ace -queen or d»- 
moods. Since there are no nun* 1 
iricks to be had from Lhe plain wW. i,,." 1 - 1 i-;j 
the setting trick would have to be w-’’ 
found in trump a. By entering the . ” •••2 

closed hand to run the jeck. of ^ ." i ,r.‘ 
spades, declarer virtually W- « 

Bounced that West held the queen of v j 
spades— had declarer held que«- - ; * -ff 
jack, the lead to the second H** . K - -* :-■» 
would have been a low tramp frtKfl i,' .. i . 
dummy. --Ti- 

lt would appear East's Ofltf j ' - ?h» 
chance was to find West with a sto' *■ ' 

gtoton club. However, East iff- l 
earthed a defense that catered to 
partner holding a dwiblctonetoh I;- 

The defender returned the jack d -y " — ‘ 

club,! • ^ 

That kicked declarer in dtraunh * 

With no quick way back to han&- i i.V t , 
and r ea li zin g a dub would be oWf ’ r 5 

raffed by Weal, declarer did as wdl , . 1 ; 


j: 






6a possible by cashing the tangoT ft*:. 
spades in the hope of dropping tl» -Jj*’ ,'5f ^ Pii \ l1 ' 


spades in the hope of dropping ^ 
queen — down one. 

Not* that a low dub return wouW 
have allowed the contract to suc- 
ceed. Declarer's nine would win add 
a repeat tramp finesse would land 
the game. 


r :• l-'ms 
K w. "VO 
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Cinema 


Tel,: 634144 I Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Tel,: 675571 1 


Richard Gere & Sharon Stone 
in 


INTERSECTION 


Patrick Swayze 
in 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Father Hood 


Shows: 12:30. 3 J0. 5. &30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD ‘V 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. fi:00. 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD *2* 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 


Mousa Hijazfn “Sumaah” 
• in the political comedy 
“Hi Citizen” 


. Author and Director: Mohammad Al 
Shawaqteh 

Daily starting 8:30 p.m. 


Shows: 12:30, 3 JO, 5:45, !1-J» 


Monday fa »be weekly holiday 


Nabil AIMaaMiii Theatre 

"Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in tiie social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed "on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 1 
; day 


‘At 

v' ^ if... 


1 r-t 

■ ■- ^ 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel'.: 625155 

^MiaAN THEATRE 

Presents:^ 

The political satire; ^ ^ ky, 

al salami ya s ala* 

at 8:30 p.m. / 

For reservation, please cal' 

The theatre Is closed f 
Saturdays & Sundays 


i ■ ^ £ I ^ 

l I I - 

: 


Ti.i 
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European Champions 
Cup Roundup 


; 

k '.X. 

iC- 


■V 


■; 3 NDON (R) — Analysis of Wednesday’s 
Vnopean Champions’ Cup quarter-final, 
r - r xuid leg matches: 

Ajax Amsterdam (Netherlands) V. Hiydnk 
(Croatia) 

.First leg: Hajduk 0 Ajax 0 
; ~ previous meetings: 1993-94 — Cup Win- 
;.re’ Cup first round, fim leg Hajduk 1 Ajax 
second leg Ajax 6 Hajduk 0. 

Ajax coach Louis Van Gaal has named a 

• . -man squad after doubts about the fitness of 

- iters Patrick Kiuivert (ankle injury) and 
:■ ■■ ur Overmars (thigh strain). 

Hajduk Striker Ivica Momar and skipper 
- ran Vulic are out with injury, while defen- 

- ,r Darko Butorovic is suspended. 

Benfic a (Portugal) V. AC Milan (Italy) 

; ' -First leg: AC Milan 2 Benfica 0 
v --- Previous meetings: 1962-63 — Champions' 
- -ip final in London Milan 2 Benfica 1. 

• . 39-90 — Champioiiis’ Cup final in Veinna 

- .Ian 1 Benfica 0. 

: Benfica face the defending champions after 
lumiliating 1-0 home defeat by struggling 
-1 Vicente on Sunday, leaving them t railin g 

- iders Porto by eight points. 

Argentine striker Claudio Caniggia returns 

- their attack after illness, but Brazilian 
lender Carlos Mozer is suspended. 

Vfflan coach Fabio Capello rested captain 
mco Barest, Marcel Desailly and Dejan 
rice vie for the 1-0 win over Padova. 

=• v3ut they are certain to return, leaving only 

- s key absentee, suspended midfielder De- 
. trio Albertini. 

" IFK Gothenburg (Sweden) V. Bayern 
' miefa (Germany) 

first leg: Bayern Munich 0 IFK Gothen- 

• rg 0 

' No previous meetings. 

\3ayem go into the match on the back of a 


dismal showing in the league. Club president 
Franz Beckenbauer described their perform- 
ance in the 1-1 draw against Duisburg as 
“pathetic.” 

And be said: “I won't accept the team were 
saving themselves for Gothenburg, because 
anyone who thinks we can win the European 
Cup is dreaming. Our chances are 100,000-to- 
one." 

Swiss midfielder Alain Sutter could return 
after injury, but Christian Ziego could be out 
with knee ligament problems. 

Gothenburg winger Jesper Blomqvist has 
been passed fit following a flu virus. 

* Paris St. Germain (France) V. Barcelona 
(Spans) 

First leg: Barcelona 1 Paris Sl Germain 1 

No previous meetings 

Match Analysis 

Paris SG coach Luis Fernandez will opt for 
an all-out attack at the Parc Des Princes. 

He has confirmed that David Ginoia will 
partner Liberia's George Weah in attack ‘in 
an offensive looking team.” 

Brazil's Valdo and Rai mil support them as 
attacking midfielders. 

His main problem is in defence, with 
Brazilian libero Ricardo injured and Alain 
Roche suspended. 

Barcelona suffered a 2-0 league defeat by 
struggling Atietico Madrid on Saturday, but 
coach Johan Cruyff said: “This will not affect 
us. In Paris we will be playing in a different 
competition, on a different pitch and with a 
different line-up.” 

Romanian international midfielder Gbeor- 
ghe Hagi will be in the Barcelona squad for 
the first time since injuring a leg muscle four 
weeks ago. 
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omba all 

st to take 
rown 

■RMIO, Italy (R) — 
ierto Tomba, whose per- 
nance have rescued an 
erwise wretched winter of 
pine skiing, will be 
wned World Cup cham- 
n at the season’s finals 
ch begin on Wednesday. 
Ire triple Olympic chain- 
>n’s class has shone 
Mgh the gloom of a sea- 
un which bad weather has 
jed havoc with the calen- 
- * r and forced the postpone- 

TZ . IL-nt of the world cham- 

* I inships scheduled for 

tell resu'-* 5 sierxa in 

4 V^crowd of 50,000 is ex- 

* *’ ted to pack this Italian 

i A ■ ' ti — site of the 1985 world 

1 - mpionships — to acclaim 

Jonal hero Tomba when 
— :: races the giant slalom on 
■ - f 109 * w * .'jiday and slalom the fol- 

*; ing day. 

- *-• omba will not compete in 

• er Wednesday’s downhill 

he super-giant slalom on 
rsday but is almost cer- 
. of having the overall tide 
.. i up before he even ar- 

r* , * here-. 

r . . lie Italian, winner of 10 

. . • s this season, has 1,050 

d cup points and closest 
a * lenger Jure Kosir of 

enia (700) cannot over- 
. * him as he will not race 

.... downhill. 

* ve-times World Cup 

ipion Marc Girardelli 
+ . - ) has a mathematical 

■ ce of beating Tomba but 
d need to win all four 
i and hope the Italian 
to score any points. 

” " ‘omba had it wrapped up 

months ago," admitted 
mbourg’s Girardelli. 
e scene is set for a great 
. 1 as the home nation is in 

' . a chance of sweeping all 

men’s titles in Bormia . 
mba has already claimed 
slalom and heads the 
55 slalom while compat- 

Kristian Ghedina and 
' Runggaldier lead the 

ihill and super-giant 
’ mgs respectively. 

endina must hold off 
chman Luc Alphand 
Austrians Annin Assin- 
ld Patrick Ortlicb in the 
hill on Wednesday. 

: Italian has 433 points, 
ind 384, Assinger 383 
brmer Olympic cfaam- 
Oitlieb 381. 
e standings were 
led on Monday when 
ternational Ski Federa- 
ted that a race won by 
i Pietro Vitalini last 
lay on the Norwegian 
Me piste at Kvitfjeil was- 
as bad weather prc-. 
i all the athletes from 
;ting. 

»trian all-rounder 
her Mader is Runggal- 
dosest rival in the 
G, the home racer tak- 
38-point lead into 
toy’s final. 

s Vreni Schneider, like 
— . ; a a triple Olympic 
a S^* ’, ioa » heads the battle 
* i i : air women’s overall title. 

* the title holder faces 
competition from Ger- 
/ -lympic downhill cham- 
jatja Seizingcr and fel- 
, ,w iss Heidi Zeller- 







NBA ROUNDUP 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

National Basketball Assoda- 

| tion results and standings after Monday’s 

games. 


RESULTS 



Washington 

106 

Charlotte 

103 

Houston 

97 

Atlanta 


86 

L.A. Lakers 

93 

Indiana 


91 

Dallas 

130 

Golden State 

125 


Eastern Conference 



Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

Pet. 

GB 

Orlando 4 

48 

14 

.774 

_ 

New York 

39 

21 

.650 

8 

New Jersey 

25 

37 

.403 

23 

Boston 

24 

37 

.393 

2314 

Miami 

23 

38 

377 

24 Vi 

Philadelphia 

17 

44 

379 

30% 

Washington 

17 

44 

379 

30% 


Central Division 



Charlotte 

39 

23 

.629 

. - 

Indiana 

37 

24 

.607 

1% 

Cleveland 

35 

26 

374 

3% 

Atlanta 

31 

31 

300 

8 

Chicago 

31 

31 

300 

8 

Detroit 

23 

38 

377 

15% 

Milwaukee 

23 

39 

371 

16 


Western Conference 



Midwest Division 


Utah 

46 

16 

.742 


San Antonio 

41 

18 

.695 

3% 

Houston 

37 

24 

.607 

8% 

Denver 

29 

32 

.475 

16% 

Dallas 

23 

36 

399 

21% 

Minnesota 

17 

45 

.274 

29 


Pacific Division 



Phoenix 

46 

16 

.742 


| Seattle 

41 

19 

.683 

4 

I~A. Lakers 

38 

23 

.623 

7% 

Portland 

33 

27 

350 

12 

Sacramento 

30 

30 

300 

15 

Golden State 

19 

42 

311 

26% 

L.A. Clippers 

13 

50 

306 

33% 

ri Clinched playoff berth 





Austrian Airlines Reception 

Austrian Airlines is bolding a reception for travel agents on 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 13/14/15 March 1995 at 
Abu-Aldabab Centre in which a bowling championship will 
be included and prizes that has been received from 
different commercial companies will be distributed to the 
winners. 

On this occasion, Austrian Airlines would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the following companies on their 
generousity: 1. Austrian Tourist Board , 2. Petra Travel & 
Tourism Company, 3. Issa Murad Company, 4. Astra 
Establishment. 5. Coca Cola Company. 





AIR-SEA-LAND 



PACKING & 

STORAGE 
CRATING 
FORWARDING 
INSURANCE 
CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE & 
TRANSIT FORMALITIES 
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JORDAN EXPRESS CO. 

T£U 662723-2 P.O.BOX 2143 CABLE: JORDEX- AMMAN FAX 601507 

MEMBERS oaf '■nr 1 jflHggfij d . 

IATA i Wszm \\ 


AGENTS & REPRESENTATIVE WORLD WIDE 




Sweet revenge as Sampras defeats Agassi 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — 
World number one Pete Sam- 
pras came up with big serves 
on big points here Monday to 
beat number two Andre 
Agassi 7-5, 6-3, 7-5 in the 
final of the ATP Champions 
Cup. 

The victory was a measure 
of revenge feu- Sampras, who 
lost to Agassi in four sets in 
the final of the Australian 
Open. And it slowed Agassi's 
march toward Sampras’ num- 
ber one r anking . 

He stretched his career re- 
cord over Agassi to 8-6. Agas- 
si who had lost only one of his 
20 previous matches this 
year, and had not dropped a 
set in this tournament, could 
not get the better of Sampras’ 
serve. 

Sampras blasted 18 aces 
and 28 service winners. 

“If there is one shot that 
kind of did it for me it was my 
serve. I kind of live and die 
by it, and I served a lot of 
huge serves at 15-30, 30-all. 
That was really the differ- 
ence. 

Fittingly, he won the march 
with an ace on his first match 
point after two hours and 12 
minutes. 

“He served huge from start 
to finish ,” Agassi said. “I had. 
him love-30 and he held with 
first serves. Then I had him 
15-30 a couple of times where 
he ended the game with three 
first serves. That is rough.” 

Sampras also returned 
well, volleyed well, and 
matched Agassi at his own 
baseline game with deep, 
accurate groundstrokes. 

“I didn’t quite feel like I 
was dictating play like I nor- 
mally do from the ground,” 
Agassi said. “I even started 
coming in a little bit more 
because I was frustrated with 
the fact that I wasn't as sharp 



Pete Sampras 

as I usually am.” 

He admitted his father's 
open heart surgery, sche- 
duled for Tuesday, was on his 
mind. But he refused to 
blame the loss on that distrac- 


tion. 

“Anybody who has a dad 
who is going into heart 
surgery.. .it is different thing 
to - deal with,” he said. 

Agassi bad four chances to 


break Sampras, but capital- 
ised on only one, in the fifth 
game of the opening set. 
Sampras immediately broke 
back, then got the decisive 
break in the 12th game. 


Sampras broke Agassi 
again in the fourth game of 
the second set to lead 3-1. 
Agassi parried a setpoint in 
the ninth game, but Sampras 
won it with an ace in the 10th.- 


Leading money winners in 
men’s tennis as released by 
the ATP Torn- on Tuesday: 

1. Andre Agassi (U.S.) 

2. Richard Krajicek (Neth) 

3. Pete Sampras (U3.) 

4. Boris Becker (Ger) 

5. Michael Stkh (Ger) 

6. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Russ) 


Leading money winners 

7. Wayne Ferreira (S. Africa) 

8. Paul Haarhuis (Neth) 

9. Stefan Edberg (Sweden) 

$549,760 10. Thomas Enqvfst (Sweden) 

$511,409 11- Michael Chang (U.S.) 

$469,580 12. Martin Damm (Czech Rep) 

$363,293 13. Magnus Larsson (Sweden) 

$303,578 14. Todd Martin (US.) 

$296,114 15. Grant Connd (Canada) 


$249,439 

$241,823 

$217,851 

$211,898 

$202,210 

$2044118 

$196,877 

$195,796 

$169,455 


Lotus reappears as faint shadow 
of championship- winning team 


LONDON (AFP) — Team- 
Lotus will reappear on the 
Grand Prix circuits of the 
world this year, but only as a 
faint shadow of the team that 
won 13— World Cham- 
pionships in the. 1960s and 

The historic Lotus logo and 
a green stripe will feature on 
the cars from one of the 
newest teams in the sport. 
Pacific, starting only its 
second year in Formula One. 

But Lotus’s new owner can 
foresee a future in which the 
Formula One team, second 
only to Ferrari in fame and 
longevity, might again com- 
pete directly for the Cham- 
pionships. Briton David 
Hunt bought compete direct- 
ly for the Championships. 
Briton David Hunt bought 
the ruins of Team Lotus 


when it collapsed under 
“towering debts,” estimated 
at some £10 million, late last 
year. 

The younger brother of there 
late World- Champion James 
Hunt and a sometime Fromu- 
la 3000 racer himself. Hunt is 
now a successful business- 
man. He joked recently that 
he had become rich “by 
avoiding motor racing, and 
now I’ve made the cardinal 
mistake of coming back in.” 

He said his return was 
motivated by concern at the 
possible complete disappear- 
ance of the team, founded by 
the late Colin Chapman, one 
of the great innovators of tire 
sport. 

’Team Lotus is the second 
oldest name in Grand Prix 
racing, it’s part of the Grand 
Prix “circus,’ Hunt said •* 


“If you were to take away 
team Lotus and Ferrari, you 
would be taking away much 
of the excitement for a hut 
number of fans who are 
cated and loyal fans to those 
two teams.” 

Hunt strenuously sought 
sponsorship to keep racing, 
but on January 17 had to fire 
most Lotus staff and with- 
draw the team’s Grand Prix, 
entry. By early February he 
had formed what is essential- 
ly a marketing alliance with 
Pacific, owned by Keith Wig- 
gins and located a few miles 
from Lotus in eastern Eng- 
land. 

Pacific is “unquestionably 
the most likely team outside 
the top five to be a significant 
force over the next years,” 
said Hunt. 


Baggio rules himself out 


TURIN (R) — Roberto Bag- 
gio on Monday ruled himself 
out of Italy’s next two soccer 
internationals pending a re- 
turn to full fitness. 

The Juventns striker 
announced his unavailability 
for the key European cham- 
pionship qualifiers against 
Estonia ana Ukraine towards 
the end of the month despite 
returning to dub soccer with 
a vengeance after a three 
months layoffs with a knee 
injury. 

“I am standing down from 
the national squad,” Baggio, 
27, told reporters. 

“It's a normal decision be- 
cause I’ve been out of the 
game for three months and 
Tm still not back to peak 
form,” he said. 

Baggio, who fired Italy to 
the 1994 World Cup final and 
was FIFA’s world player 
of the year in 1993, had ex- 
ploratory ‘keyhole’ surgery 
in his right knee early last 


month, two months after rein- 
juring the joint ip a league 
match against Padova. 

The examination showed 
noi serious damage and Bag- 
gio returned to dub socceT 
last week, sharing in Juven- 
tus’s Italian Cup semifinal ^ 
win against Lazio and then.' 
scoring a fine goal from a* 
free kick as the league leaders 
beat Foggia 2-0 on Sunday. 

But Baggio said there were 
other, more in-form players 
for Itdy coach Arrigo Sacchi 
to choose from. 

“The people who should 
be playing are the ones that 
are fitter than I am. There 
are a lot of them about at the 
moment,” he said. 

Italy have ipade an unim- 
pressive start to their cam- 
paign for a place in the 1996 
European Championship fin- 
als, lying third in group four 
with just four points from 
three matches. 
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Place your order today with 
UMG (sole importers & distributors) 

Tel / Fax : 681 21 1 
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Clinton to block oil deal with Iran 



Washington (ap) — 

President Bill Clinton said 
Monday be will block a U.S. 
oil company's subsidiaiy deal 
to develop two Gulf oil fields 
for Iran because the arrange- 
ment undermines his efforts 
to crack down on Tehran. 

Mr. Clinton, in a statement 
issued by the White House, 
said he would soon issue an 
executive order bailing U.S. 
citizens or companies from 
entering into contracts for the 
financing, supervision or 
management of oil develop- 
ment projects in Iran. 

“We need to send a clear 
and unequivocal message to 
Iran: There cannot be norma! 
relations until Iran's un- 
acceptable behaviour 
changes," White House Press 
Secretary Mike McCuny said 
in the statement about the 
deal by a subsidiaiy of Con- 
co. a Houston-based oil com- 
pany. 

Aides said an executive 
order was being drafted but 
may not he signed for several 
days. 

The deal was the first in- 
volving a U.S. oil company 
and Iran since 1979, when the 
United States banned com- 
mercial trade with Iran in the 
wake of the seizure of the 


U.S. embassy in Tehran by 
militants. It came under 
sharp criticism by the State 
Department after it was 
announced last week. 

White House officials said 
Mr. Clinton signed off on the 
. polity Tuesday morning. 

The Houston Post, the 
Texas newspaper that first 
reported the administration's 
plans, said some officials sug- 
gested that Conoco asked for 
an executive order blocking 
the deal by a Dutch subsidi- 
ary to provide a graceful way 
out. 

Mr. McCurry said the 
administration "worked 
cooperatively” with Conoco 
executives in formulating the 
policy. "The president 
appreciates the willingness of 
Conoco to work with us on 
this important issue," Mr. 
McCuny said. 

Jim FeldeT, a Conoco 
spokesman, said earlier he 
was unaware of a company 
request for an executive 
order. 

The administration has 
said the Conoco deal runs 
counter to U.S. policy to 
isolate and punish Iran for 
supporting “terrorism" and 
trying to develop nuclear 


weapons. 

On Tuesday, Mr. McCurry 
made those two allegations 
against Tehran and accused 
the Iranian government of 
undermining the Middle East 
peace process. He said the 
international community has 
tried to bring Iran into line 
with economic sanctions. 

“To allow U.S. companies 
to finance or manage the 
development of Iran’s (oil) 
resources would contribute to 
Iran's productive capacity 
and its economic and finan- 
cial strength." Mi. McCurry 
said. 

He said the United States 
would continue to review 
“other economic measures 
with respect to Iran." 

The deal also faced opposi- 
tion from three influential 
board members of Conoco 's 
parent company, Dupont, 
the New York Times re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The three are Edgar M. 
Bronfman, co-chairman of 
Seagram Co, Charles R. 
Bronfman, co-chairman and 
chairman of the executive 
committee, and Edgar Bronf- 
man Jr., president and chief 
executive of Seagram, the 
Times said. 


• Edgar M. Bronfman also is 
president of the World Jew- 
ish Congress. 

Mr. Seagram owns 24.2 per 
cent of Dupont and therefore 
controls a fourth of the votes 
on the Dupont board, 
Seagram spokesman Chris 
Tofalli told the Times that 
Edgar M. Bronfman could 
not be reached for comment, 
btu added that “the board 
would never act inconsistent 
with U.S. policy.” 

Dupont spokesman Mike 
Ricduto told the Times the 
board would act soon on the 
deal. The Times did not cite 
specific sources in reporting 
on the Bronfmans' expected 
vote, which the newspaper 
said made approval unlikely. 

Mr. Felder said the nega- 
tive reaction to the deal was a 
surprise. 

“I think our focus was on 
the business arrangement. 
Perhaps we misjudged the 
considerations on the policy 
interpretations." he said. 
“Were trying to work 
through that now." 

In order to comply with 
federal law, Conoco arranged 
the deal as a contract be- 
tween the National Iranian 
Oil Company and Conoco 
Iran N.Y., a Dutch affiliate. 


U.S. , Israel conduct joint exercises in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — U.S. and 
Israeli forces are conducting 
joint land, sea and air exer- 
cises in Israel this month, 
including maneouvres in the 
Naqab desert, officials said 
Monday. 

One U.S. marine was shot 
in the hand Sunday and 
brought to Soroka hospital in 
Beersheba. 

Over the next three weeks. 
U.S. Sixth Fleet ships and 
American aircraft will partici- 
pate in the exercises along 
with about 7,500 U.S. troops, 
said U.S. embassy spokes- 
man Richard Scorza. 

Combined exercises and 
joint manoeuvres have taken 
place periodically since Israel 
and the United States signed 
a strategic cooperation agree- 
ment in 1982. But details are 
rarely released, except for 
medical evacuation exercises. 

No overall scenario was 
defined for the exercise, 
according to U.S. and Israeli 
officials. Tt\e manoeuvres 
were “not related to any fea- 


ture of the real world," said a 
U.S. statement. 

The low profile was 
apparently designed to pre- 
vent protests from Arab 
countries. 

For Israel, the manoeuvres 
were seen as a boost. 

“Militarily, there is no 
doubt that this sort of joint 
cooperation gives visible 
strength and content to the 
strategic backing the United 
States is affording Israel. It is 
a boost for Israeli technolo- 
gy, as well," said Amram 
Mitzna, mayor of the dty of 
Haifa and a retired major 
general. 

Haifa is a major service 
port for the U.S. Sixth Fleet. 
Exercises got underway over 
the weekend despite a strike 
at Israel's shipyards in Haifa 
that initially threatened to 
delay the manoeuvres. 

The exercises coincided 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher's visit to 
the region, but the U.S. 


statement said there was no 
mission being exercised that 
would involve peacekeeping. 

Israel's desire to have U.S. 
troops separate Syrian and 
Israeli forces in the Golan 
Heights has become a sensi- 
tive political issue. Right- 
wing Israelis and some mem- 
bers of the U.S. Congress are 
questioning whether such in- 
volvement would lead to a 
Somalia-like entanglement. . 

Israel's Channel Two tele- 
vision showed a pair of U.S. 
Chinook transport helicop- 
ters in the air and said the 
exercises were in their second 
day Monday. 

Helicopters were spotted 
over Beersheba on Sunday, 
and witnesses said American 
helicopters were seen along 
the Mediterranean coast 
north of Tel Aviv, as well. 

One official said light 
armoured vehicles and spe- 
cial rocker launchers were 
involved in the exercise in. the 
desert. 


Mr. Scorza said U.S. ships 
and aircraft were involved in 
the training but declined to 
give details. A Western 
attache who demanded 
anonymity said U.S. Navy 
ships and American helicop- 
ters were seen in the Haifa 
area. 

The target of the training 
Mr. Scorza, said, was to shar- 
pen skills and “try to improve 
unit readiness.'' 

The Israeli army spokes- 
man said only that U.S. 
forces were currently training 
in Israel and using Israeli 
facilities. It added that the 
date for the exercise had 
been set “several years in 
advance.” 

The daily Al Hamishmar 
said U.S. military forces be- 
gan a land exercise in the 
desert on Sunday. It said the 
operation will continue for 
several days. It said U.S. 
military officers arrived in 
Israel over the past few 
months to prepare the exer- 
cise. 


Talibans attack Rabbani forces 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
Afghan Taliban movement 
launched an infantry attack 
against troops loyal to Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani 
on the southern frontlines 
Tuesday, gaining a hQl-top 
but losing a number of fight- 
ers, military sources said. 

“There are at least 30 dead 
Talibans lying below us.”' 
pro-Rabbani commander Gul 
Haider told AFP. 

Based on a ridgeline some 
15 kilometres from Kabul on 
the road leading to the Tali- 
bans' headquarters of Char- 
asyab. Mr. Haider was seen 
directing mortar fire at the 
Talibans. 

At the same time, massive 
pro-Rabbani reinforcements 
moved up for a counter- 
attack. 

A huge column of Russian- 
made T-62 and T -55 tanks, 
BMP armoured fighting vehi- 
cles. and truck-loads of 
heavily armed uniformed sol- 
diers were seen waiting for 
the order to start the offen- 
sive. 

Pro-Rabbani troops came 
under accurate small-arms 
and mortar fire from gunners 
from an opposite ridge 
gained in the Taliban's” two- 
to-three-kilometre advance. 

“They gained some ground 


but we'll push them back 
soon,” said Mr. Haider in his 
bunker. 

Mazari body identified 

The body of opposition 
Hezb-e-Wahadat faction 
leader Abdul Ali Mazari has 
been identified, a rival fac- 
tion leader and government 
minister said. 

The leader of the pro- 
government Harakat-e- 
Islami said Mohammad Ali 
Jawad. who is also the plan- 
ning minister, said the Tali- 
bans delivered nine bodies of 
captured Hezb-e-Wahadat 
officials to Harakat-e-islami's 
headquarters in Ghazni pro- 
vince early on Tuesday. 

Mr. Jawed said one of the 
bodies was that of Mazari. 
while three were senior mem- 
bers of his staff. The other 
five could not be identified. 

“We still don’t know how 
they died,” Mr. Jawed said, 
“Although we now have the 
bodies, it is still too early to 
say exactly what happened to 
them.” 

The Talibans captured 
Mazari and his followers cm 
Saturday when they occupied 
Hezb-e-Wahadat’s stron- 
ghold in southwest Kabul. A 
Western journalist photo- 
graphed Mazari bound hand 


and foot at Talibans' base in 
Charasayab. 

The Talibans said they 
wanted to fly Mazari to a 
safer location away from 
Charasayab which was under 
attack by government forces. 

According to a Taliban 
occount, either Mazari or one 
of his colleagues managed to 
seize a gun while they were in 
the air and the helicopter was 
forced to make an emergency 
landing. 

During the following gun- 
fight, all the passengers were 
killed. 

But a report from govern- 
ment intelligence said all on 
board died when the helicop- 
ter crashed. 

Iran condemned the killing 
and said the blame “un- 
doubtedly” fell on the Tali- 
bans. 

In a dispatch describing the 
slaying, Iran’s state-run Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
only said the leader “attained 
martyrdom" on Sunday while 
being transported across 
Afghanistan. 

The news agency added 
that the Foreign Minister in 
Tehran "strongly conde- 
mned’' the killing of Mazari 
and other members of the 
party in a statement. 


Settlers beat 
Arab woman 

HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (R) — Jewish settlers 
beat a Palestinian woman 
who tried to prevent them 
from bulldozing her olive and 
almond trees near the occu- 
pied West Bank town of Heb- 
ron on Tuesday, Palestinians 
said. 

They safd the woman, 
Basema Al Jamal, 30, was 
injured and taken to hospital 
in Hebron. 

Palestinians said Israeli sol- 
diers had stood watch over 
the settlers, apparently from 
nearby Kiryat Arba settle- 
ment, as they operated their 
machines and did not inter- 
vene when they beat the 
woman. 

The woman's husband, 
Daoud Jamal, told Reuters 
he was not in the area during 
the incident. He said that 
when be found out about the 
attack he called police forces, 
run by Israel in the still- 
occupied area of the West 
Bank, but they ignored him. 

The area is a hotbed of 
Jewish -Palestinian confronta- 
tion. In February 1994, set- 
tler Baruch Goldstein of 
Kiryat Arba shot dead more 
than 30 Palestinians as they 
prayed in Hebron’s Al Ibra- 
himi Mosque 



Red Sea Shipping Agency 



P&O 



Wishes to extend it’s warmest welcome to the British Industrial & Commercial 
Delegation headed by the Rt. Honourable Prime Minister Mr. John Major. 

A particular welcome goes to Lord Sterling of Plaistow, 

Chairman P&O Containers Ltd. 

One of the first 5 global container carriers. 

Since over 35 years, P&O has been serving Aqaba & Jordan's foreign trade, 
pariicuiarly in „ .... 

Now P&O Containers connects Aqaba with ports USA/North Continent / 
UK/Australia/New Zealand/Far East/ South East Asia 


Royal 

Guards 

Brigade 

formed 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday attended a cere- 
mony to celebrate the forma- 
tion of the Royal Guards 
Brigade and naming it “Ham- 
zeh Ben Abdul Muttalib Bri- 
gade." 

In a Royal Decree issued 
earlier Tuesday, the King 
commended a high level of 
performance of tine brigade 
and the efficiency of its offic- 
ers and personnel. 

At the celebration, the 
King presented the comman- 
der of the force with the 
Hamzeh Ben Abdul Muttalib 
banner (Hamzeh Ben Abdul 
Muttalib was the Prophet 
Mohammad's unde ana is 
named the master of mar- 
tyrs). 

The King who was accom- 
panied by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
was received at the celebra- 
tion site by Prime Minister 



and Defence Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff General Abdul Hafez 


Mirai. 

King Hussein delivered an 
(Continued on page 7) 


Lebanon observes strike, calls 
for end to Israeli occupation 


NABATTYEH (Agencies) — 
The government held an un- 
precedented meeting in 
South Lebanon on Tuesday 
in a show of solidarity against 
Israel's occupation of a bor- 
der strip, as Israeli shells 
crashed onto nearby fields. 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri chaired the session in 
the town of Nabatiyeh, just a 
few kilometres from Israeli 
positions, to mark the 17th 
anniversary of the first Israeli 
invasion of the south on 
March 14, 1978. 

Israeli shells fell on nearby 
fields of the unprecedented 
cabinet meeting in south 
Lebanon, following guerrilla 
attacks on Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone” 
along the border. 

As Israeli warplanes pat- 
rolled the skies above the 
Nabatiyeh region, demon- 
strators burnt Israeli flags to 
cries of “Death to Israel" and 
“Death to America." 

Both Muslims and Christ- 
ians observed a general strike 
across Lebanon, apart from 
in the "security zone." 
Schools, shops and offices, 
were closed, with only bak- 
ers, pharmacies and newsa- 
gents opening for business. 

Church was stopped for 
three minutes during which 
yellow ribbons were uofiirled 
to remember the 300 
Lebanese and Palestinians 
being held in an Israeli jail in 
South Lebanon. 

The thud of Israeli artillery 


competed with cries of “Alla- 
bu Akbar" as shells landed 
on fields m the villages of 
Kfar Tebnit, Frun and Ghan- 
duriyeh. 

An Israeli warplane also 
dropped an air-to-ground 
missile near ’Ain Qan, in the 
Iqlim Al Tufah heights, a 
Hizbollah stronghold. 

In Beirut, President Elias 
Hrawi appealed to the Un- 
ited States and Russia to 
work to end the Israeli 
occupation, saying Lebanon 
had joined peace talks with 
Israel launched in Madrid in 
1991 after receiving U.S. 
assurances of an Israeli with- 
drawal. 

“We entered the talks in 
Madrid after receiving assur- 
ances from the United States 
guaranteeing our legitimate 
rights to the implementation 
Of (U.N.) Resolution 425 
calling for Israel’s withdrawal 
from our occupied land un- 
conditionally,” Mr. Hrawi 
said. 

"We beseech the sponsors 
Of peace to fulfil their pledges 
so the Madrid conference 
does not remain an event 
with no aim or a headline in 
the archives of history,” Mr. 
Hrawi told parliament 

After Mr. Hrawi spoke, 
the deputies passed a recom- 
mendation to the government 
to continue backing the re- 
sistance — guerrilla raids on 
Israeli forces in South Leba- 
non led by Hizbollah. 


Jordan backs 
Lebanese stand 

FOREIGN MINISTER 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti on 
Tuesday sent a message of 
support to his Lebanese 
counterpart Fariz Bouez 
voicing Jordan's solidarity 
with Lebanon on the 17th 
anniversary of the first Israeli 
invasion of southern Leba- 
non in 1978. 

The message was pre- 
sented to Lebanese Ambas- 
sador in Amman William 
Habib in a meeting held to 
stress the Kingdom’s support. 

Mr. Kabariti's message 
also backed demands by 
Lebanon for implementing 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 425, stressing the un- 
ity and integrity of Lebanese 
land. 

He said implementing this 
resolution conforms with the 
principles of the Middle East 
peace process and efforts ex- 
erted to achieve a compre- 
hensive peace in the region. 

“The demands by the 
Lebanese brethren are legiti- 
mate and their calls to imple- 
ment the principles of inter- 
national legitimacy, repre- 
sented in Resolution 425 in 
all its aspects .... constitute 
an important elemetn for 
achieving a joint and lasting 
peace in the region and will 
help progress on other tracks 
of the peace negotiations,” 
Mr. Kaoariti said. 


Jordanian depositors with 
BCCI appeal to Major 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians who 
had deposits with the col- 
lapsed Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCI) on Tuesday renewed 
an appeal to British Prime 
Minister John Major to inter- 
vene to ensure that a speedy 
solution is found to their 
dilemma. 

A spokesman for the 130 
depositors, whose accounts 
with BCCI stood at around 
SI 00 million when the bank 
was taken over by European 
monetary authorities in July 
1991, also compared the Brit- 
ish government's handling of 
the BCCI fiasco with that of 
the Barings Bank two weeks 
ago and called for an end to 
this discrimination." 

Odeh Mash ini. a Jordanian 
businessman speaking on be- 
half of a Depositors’ Protec- 
tion Association, said: “In 
the Barings case, it took the 
Bank of England and the 
British government less than 
48 hours to solve the problem 
even without anyone guaran- 
teeing the depositors’ right. 

“We recall that in the 
BCCI case, no one was will- 
ing to take up an offer ( by the 
ruling family of the United’ 
Arab Emirates) to ensure the 
bank’s continuity and protect 
the interests of the deposi- 
tors.” 

In a letter addressed to Mr. 
Major, who arrived here 
Tuesday evening, and for- 
warded through the British 
ambassador in Amman, the 
riCCT depositors said they 
.. the prime 
minister of the “suffering we 
are still facing since 1991 
regarding our life savings." 

“The reason we chose a 
U.K. bank was due to the 
trust we had in the British 
system....” said the letter, a 


copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times. “However, what hap* 
pened to BCCI and the sub- 
sequent negated the assur- 
ances we were getting regard- 
ing the U.K. as being a safe 
haven.” 

The letter accused the 
owners and liquidators of 
BCCI of holding “our life 
savings hostage" and of 
“dawdling to settle the mat- 
ter..." 

Addressing Mr. Major, the 
letter said: "We believe you 
are interested in maintaining 
the super status of the U.K. 
Therefore, please use your 
good offices to speed up the 
fair settlement process of the 
BCCI case... in the same 
professional super fast man- 
ner the Baring Bank crisis 
was handled and settled." 

Mr. Mashini told the Jor- 
dan Times that the reasoning 
behind the European and 
British authorities rejected 
compromise offers to salvage 
the BCCI and insisted on 
liquidating it in 1991 was that 
“they decided BCCI repre- 
sented Islam and Arabs and 
that Europe did not need 
such a bank." 

“Little consideration was 
given to the fact that the man 
who was offering to salvage 
the bank was the head of 
state of one of the richest 
countries in the world and 
had the resources to fulfil his 
commitment," Mr. Mashini 
said, in an obvious reference 
to UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan, 

Most of the Jordanian de- 
positors involved in the dis- 
pute v/ere banking with 
BCCI branches in the United 
Kingdom, France and Cyp- 
rus. 

“There were about 80 
accounts representing 130 
people and the total amount 
of deposits was around $100 


million," Mr. Mashini said. 

Under a British deposit 
guarantee scheme, depositors 
have received 75 per cent of 
their deposits, but the cover- 
age was limited to £20,000 
which meant that a depositor 
who bad £1 ,000 received £750 
pounds, and another with £10 
million received £15,000. 

“This was like charity 
being given to refugees in 
emergency," said Mr. Mashi- 
ni, noting that most of the 
Jordanian depositors had 
much -more in their BCCI 
accounts than the £20,000 
ceiling of the guarantee 
scheme. 

Mr. Mashini said the BCCI 
settlement cases were heard 
in courts in Luxembourg, 
where the bank was reg- 
istered, in Britain and in the 
Cayman Islands. 

The main problem facing 
the depositors, he said, is that 
they are unable to file indi- 
vidual cases against the 
bank's owners. Individual 
cases might stand a better 
chance of securing their full 
rights. 

But the legal proceedings 
in the case are structured in 
such a way that courts will 
accept cases only from the 
liquidators. “We have no 
choice but to follow this sys- 
tem since all courts tell us 
that we should go to the 
liquidators with our case,” 
said Mr. Mashini. 

A court ruling issued on 
Jan. 31 gave depositors 45 
days to accept a settlement, 
which, according to Mr. 
Mashini, “did not spell out 
the percentage or any other 
details." 

“We are afraid that the 
proposed settlement — of 
which I hear unofficially that 
we could be paid 20 per cent 
Of our deposits — could be a 
manoeuvre that might dep- 
rive us of our rights," he said. 



Danish doctor, 
African group 
win Population 
Awards 

UNITED NATIONS (R) - 
The Danish head of the Inter- 
national Planned Parenthood 
Federation and an African 
group fighting against female 
circumcision were named 
winners of the 1995 U.N. 
Population Award. The cita- 
tions are given annually by a 
vote from a committee on 
population made up of dele- 
gates from various member 
states and headed by Nether- 
lands Ambassador Nicholaas 
Biegman. who announced 
the winners. One award went 
to the Inter-African Commit- 
tee of Traditional Practices, 
an Ethiopian-based organisa- 
tion which has branches in 23 
African nations. Founded in 
1984, it seeks to right prac- 
tices harmful to women and 
children such as female genit- 
al mutilation and the force- 
feeding of women and girls in£ 
countries where weight is 
considered attractive. Mr. 
Biegman said the group also 
tries to promote other tradi- 
tional practices, such as pro- 
longed breast feeding. Cir- 
cumcision on young girls is 
practiced in about 26 African 
countries with Djibouti, 
Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea and 
Mali in the forefront. The 
other award went to Dr. 
Halfdan Mahler, secrctaiy- 
general of the Internationa] 
Planned Parenthood Federa- 
tion, for his leadership of that 
group as well as his activities 
while he headed the U.N. 
World Health Organisation 
from 1973 to 1978. 
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Thai king’s 
heart problem 
cleared 

BANGKOK (AFP) — King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej suf- 
fered a dogged blood vessel 
in the heart, but the condi- 
tion has been cleared and he - .■ 

is expected to have an early/ 

discharge, the Thai Royaii ' 

Household Bureau said. “It 

was discovered that there was J* 7 ' • 

a narrowing of the coronary 

artery. . . such condition is re- ““““S Ge; U - V 

garded as very dangerous and HWKjS ChaTCe" 

capable of causing severe 

chest pains," a communique S- 1 " •? - 

said. The king's condition .- •• 

kept improving without com- .• - 

plication Monday. "He was - ... . 

able to change position to sit 

up and walk in the room. The 

royal physicians expect that ■UiyV. 

he will in due course be dis- . 

charged from hospital." it at***. 

said. King Bhumibol, who at l. 

67 has a history of cardiac 3a rj. 
problems, complained about 
chest pains on March 6 dur- aaifi'*... 
ing his regular exercise. He ■ ' 

was given medication and > . -r • * 

told to rest. He was admitted I.'" . 
to Siriraj Hospital late Friday 1 f . 
for excruciating chest pains -i ~ " 
and an abnormal heartbeat' 
during the day. A team of 
doctors found the blood ves- 
sel was clogged and managed 
to clear it Saturday. It is the 
first time that the Royal 
Household Bureau had made 
public the severity of the 
king’s illness. The king had 
been ill before, but this is the 
first lime he has been hospi- * c * 

talised. Previously he was tre- 'WI533 s 
ated within the royal palace, j, «Src~ = 

which has sophisticated 
medical equipment and its*:** njli 
own doctors. King Bhumibol •’•' , 

is the world's longest reigning j.'nr-d ' - 

monarch. He was enthroned 
in 1946 when he was IS and 
was crowned Rama IX of the 
213-year-old Chakri Dynasty 
in 1950. 
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Filipino mayor 
found guilty of 
rape, murder 

MANILA (R) — A Manila 
court erupted in cheers Tues- 
day as a Philipine town 
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and murdering her male com 
panion. Calauan Mayor 
Antonio Sanchez and the six 


ta * 

to life in prison for the kw* Jfj. 
ings, which shocked the n* f , . 
tion in 1993. They denied the ^ ... 

charges. “I am innocent- iTJlb- .['• ~jri. ... 


en if lightning strikes me 

»w.’*Mr. Sanchez screamed ujk . ■ 

he was led from the packed " 


even 

now 

as 

courtroom at rhe end of thf 



Alan Gomez, 19, both > ‘ ; - T 

dents at the University of W \ 

Philippines in Los Ban*- %;%• , l '* e 
south ** San* 

chez, 

Calauan, 

for parole for 30 years. 


mayor of nea f,5j! f&w '- :t - 
uan, will not be 

in K. Rj . ' ■’ .* -S‘> -> 








